
PROJECT 
5000 CADETS 

2023

Light up stars in the eyes of the youth and the wounded persons



L’AMICALE DU TOURNOI 
DES VI NATIONS
WHO ARE WE ? 

- An association with 66 years of experience

- In support of the French national rugby team

- Recognized by the French Rugby Federation

- In support of the Rugby’s injured persons 

- Which is entrusted each year with a national youth 

tournament (under 18 or 16 years)

- Recognized for its know-how in the conviviality around 

the values of Rugby

- In connection with France 2023 for the World Cup in 

France
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THE U16 COMPETITION
FIRST PHASE
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The "5000 Cadets" project starts in spring 2023 : 

- 100 departmental U16 XV teams in competition

- Young boys born in 2008

- Young people not playing in “high level" 

(Gaudermen), no player with a double license

- 13 winning departments qualified  for the 2nd phase 

and to see for the Rugby World Cup 



THE U16 COMPETITION
SECOND PHASE
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The "5000 Cadets" project continues during the Rugby 

World Cup :

- 13 departmental U16 XV teams in competition

- Young boys born in 2008

- Youngsters not playing in “high level“, no player with 

a double license

- New Zealand-Africa1 / Argentina-America2/ France-

Italy

- 3 winners departments

All participants will go to a World Cup match
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Lyon - 6 et 7 octobre

1 Dpt d'Auvergne Rhône Alpes
1 Dpt de Bourgogne Franche Cté
1 Dpt d'Ile de France
1 Dpt du Grand Est
Gura Humorului - Roumanie Village   
Meyzieu convivial

100 sélections 13 Départements  qualifiés
Départementales U16 (1 par Ligue)

en compétition 
au sein de leur Ligue

(13 plateaux)  Toulouse - 15 et 16 septembre

1 Dpt d'Occitanie
1 Dpt de Nouvelle Aquitaine
1 Dpt Sud PACA
1 Dpt de Corse Village 
Sélection d'Espagne convivial
Castanet-Tolosan

Nantes - 29 et 30 septembre

1 Dpt de Normandie

1 Dpt des Pays de la Loire

1 Dpt de Bretagne

1 Dpt des Hauts de France
1 Dpt du Centre Val de Loire Village 
Séléction de Belgique convivial
Ancenis

La Beaujoire

Tournoi Masculin U15 puis U16 à XV

Printemps 2023 

Tous vont voir 1 match

de  Coupe du Monde

 Septembre - octobre 2023

Parc OL

Stadium



6

A common project : to offer dreams and create links between 

young rugby players and young disabled people : THE FIFTEEN 

AND THE SKY

Beyond the difference, so that dreams can come true !
"One can only see well with the heart - the essential is invisible to the eyes" 

(A. de Saint-Exupéry)

THE HEART : The reason for the project

THE BODY OF THE PROJECT : The common values in honor and the moral 
forces and the team spirit unite them

THE DREAM : The imaginary in the line of sight
To bring together the *Amicale du Tournoi des VI Nations* and *Les 
Ailes du Petit Prince* to invent actions in favor of young people affected
by disability, in order to stimulate their imagination and their desire for 
the future 
The Amicale invites young players and brings matches
Les Ailes du Petit Prince invite disabled children and offer flights
Dreaming by the field and by the sky: participating in a match, flying, 
writing and meeting to build friendships

ACTION : Altruism as a guideline
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A common project : to offer dreams and create links between 

young rugby players and young disabled people : THE FIFTEEN 

AND THE SKY

Beyond the difference, so that dreams can come true !
"One can only see well with the heart - the essential is invisible to the eyes" 

(A. de Saint-Exupéry)

THE HEART : The reason for the project

THE BODY OF THE PROJECT : The common values in honor and the moral forces and the 

team spirit unite them

THE DREAM : The imaginary in the line of sight

To bring together the *Amicale du Tournoi des VI Nations* and *Les Ailes du Petit Prince* 

to invent actions in favor of young people affected by disability, in order to stimulate their

imagination and their desire for the future 

The Amicale invites young players and brings matches

Les Ailes du Petit Prince invite disabled children and offer flights

Dreaming by the field and by the sky: participating in a match, flying, writing and

meeting to build friendships

ACTION : Altruism as a guideline
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RUGBY INJURED PERSONS

Each year the Amicale invites 2 injured players to a match of the 6 Nations 

Tournament in Paris

In 2023, the Amicale wishes to invite several Rugby Injured persons in Toulouse, 

Nantes, Lyon and Paris

These invitations will be made in close cooperation with the Albert Ferrasse

Foundation at the national level

The Rugby injured persons, whose number will unfortunately be limited, as all 

the places must be purchased (1 injured person = 2 purchased tickets)

These will be "local" Rugby injured persons



THIS PROJECT IS NOT 
JUST ABOUT SPORT
It's a project of social and societal link which wishes to 

gather beyond the differences and the borders :

- young people who do not play in high level

- Rugby’s injured persons

- young people with life disabilities

- young people in agricultural high schools  

- young European players 

- volunteers and partners ...
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A MOMENT OF 
SHARING…
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A "VILLAGE" open to the general public and the 

media in NANTES, LYON and TOULOUSE 

- catering area 

- demonstration of know-how

- areas of the Regions and Leagues

- areas of the "Terroirs" 

- area of Rugby Development 

- areas of Partners

- areas of talents

... in parallel with the 5000 cadets matches and then 

go to the World Cup!
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AN ENVIRONMENTALLY 
AND SOCIALLY SUPPORTIVE PROJECT

It mobilizes young amateur players who are not in professional or associated 

clubs, therefore young people who don’t play in high level (or not yet...). It’s 

therefore open to the less "favored" players 

The days of meetings will not only be sport focused, but will allow meetings 

between young people from the whole country, young European players from 

different countries, young people with disabilities, people injured in rugby, 

young people from the agricultural world, ...

The whole project is led and supported by volunteers who have no other 

ambition than to see "stars light up in the eyes of the participants"!

The organization of the project and its support aim to achieve 

environmentally neutral events through the use of recyclable and reusable 

products



OUR AMBASSADORS
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LENAIG CORSON
International player
in XV and 7 players

SERGE BETSEN

ANNICK HAYRAUD

PASCAL PAPE“ It's a mini World Cup for young 
girls under 18. It makes you want 
to fill the ranks of the French 
team tomorrow. "

Former 
International in XV

“ This is a great initiative. I look 
forward to following this 
Tournament and sharing these 
moments. "

General Manager
French Women's XV

“ It's just great to host this 
Tournament with the best players 
in the Leagues." Former 

International in XV

“ It's fortunate that the Association 
offers this event. There aren't 
many that offer this. They are 
great volunteers ! "

CHRISTIAN DULLIN
Secretary General 
of the FFR
“ I don't forget that every year, the 
Amicale also organizes a 
competition geared toward young 
people. “ 



OUR GODFATHER OF HEART

PHILIPPE LAVIGNE

HERVÉ 
DE SAINT EXUPÉRY

MICHEL 
ETCHEVERRY

Air Force General

Chief of Staff of the French Air Force

Former rugby player and former fighter 
fighter pilot. He has been the Air Force's 
readiness lead for implementation since 
2018

Air France’s air line pilot and former 

fighter pilot, he’s the only professional 

pilot in his family since Antoine

2023 : 80 years after the 

release of The Little Prince !

Singer of the Basque Country and 

Rugby

Four times French champion of 
Basque pelota

He sang alone la Marseillaise on 

the pith of the 6 Nations

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s great grand 

nephew

Singer

Basque pelota player
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OUR PARTNERS


