La famille Playford :

des artisans du [ivre

Par Cécile LAYE

La famille de John Playford prend racine dans la région de Norwich a I'Est de
I'Angleterre. Les Playford travaillent dans la vente et I'édition du livre, en particulier les
livres scientifiques et musicaux. C'est une famille considérée qui porte blason et qui a
des liens avec I'Ecosse.

A la mort de son pére, en 1639, le John Playford qui nous occupe a 17 ans. Il part tenter
sa chance a Londres et il devient I'apprenti d'un certain Benson, pendant sept ans. En
1647, il ouvre une boutique prés de Temple Church, qui va vite devenir le haut lieu de
I'édition musicale de la capitale.

Peu de temps apres avoir publié la premiére édition du «Dancing Master» (enregistrée
et soumise a la draconienne censure de Cromwell le 7 novembre 1650 et publiée en
mars 1651), Playford se marie avec la fille d'éditeurs d'ouvrages de théologie et de
politique. Ayant hérité de son pere, madame Playford fera I'acquisition d'une grande
maison qu'elle transformera en école, jusqu'a sa mort en 1679.

Playford confie I'impression de la 6°™ et de la 7°™ édition du « Dancing Master » & son
neveu. Ce sont les derniéres a étre éditées sous son nom. En 1684, John Playford passe
la main a son fils Henry. 1l meurt 2 ans plus tard, respecté de tous. Purcell compose une
élégie pour celui qui aura été son ami et son éditeur.

Henry Playford conduira les éditions du « Dancing Master » & partir de la 8°™ en 1690,
et jusqu'a sa mort en 1706. Il va beaucoup renouveler le matériel chorégraphique des
éditions dont il aura la charge, en renongant a beaucoup de danses publiées par son péere
afin d'en privilégier de nouvelles plus conformes aux golts du jour et aux exigences
d'une société qui a déja beaucoup changé. C'est John Young, un luthier, qui publiera les
derniéres éditions, lesquelles font figure de mémoire de la contredanse.

Au fil du temps, les éditions vont pas mal se transformer, et notamment la musique
deviendra plus lisible : dans la 1°° édition, beaucoup de mélodies ne présentent pas de
barres de mesure. Elles sont proposées pour la viole. Mais dés la 3°™ édition, les
mélodies sont mesurées et transposées pour le violon. Dans la 11°™ édition, en 1701, la
musique est écrite a l'aide de « nouveaux caractéres » : les croches sont reliées et les
notes sont rondes et non plus losangiques.

Pour illustrer ces transformations, nous reproduisons ci-dessous différentes versions de
la danse « Cuckolds all arrow ». Cette « vieille danse anglaise » réclamée par le roi
Charles Il au bal de Whitehall du 31 décembre 1662 devant Samuel Pepys qui relatera
la soirée dans son journal, sera publiée dans toutes les éditions successives, alors que
« Rufty Tufty », autre carré pour deux couples, sera abandonné des la 2°™ édition !

Samuel Pepys, qui jouait du flageolet, de la viole de gambe, du luth, du théorbe, du
clavecin et qui, pardessus tout, adorait chanter, connaissait bien John Playford, comme
tous les mélomanes londoniens de cette époque. Le célébre diariste le mentionne
plusieurs fois dans son journal : c'est chez lui qu'il achetait les derniéres partitions de
Henry Lawes, Christopher Simpson, Matthew Locke et Henry Purcell.



Books printed for and [old by Henry Playford at bis Shep in the Temple-Change
' in Fleet-flreer. :

tamiicur, A ColleSion of all the choicelt Songs For One, Twn, and Three Voices, compos’d by M.
Rﬁﬁ:f’ ‘ms aith fuch Symphonies for Ka’img:r Flutes, 33 wzre by him defignd for any of chem: Am
Through Baft ,omﬁsong; figur'd for the Orgem, Harpficoerd, or Thetrds-Laze.  All which are placed in their {everal Keys
according to the Order of the Game. ‘ ‘

Harmenta Sacrs, in two Books, containing divine Hymw: snd Digisgaer lately fet 0 Mufick by Dr. Jebn Blow, Mz, Hewry
Pweell, 3nd fevena] other eminent Mafters. P}r’ice ot; (:)Z g:ﬁ Book Ritch'd 7. of the fecond 47
David in 4 Partsin Folio. Price flirchid 35 o
'}‘l’:: af-;\[:l: "oo;v;f P}?’:I in 8¢, compofed in 3 P:;:s by Jehn Plagfird. The Fourth Edition carsfully correfied.
The new Cazch-Book, called, The Myfical Campanion, containing choice Cazeder of 3 and ¢ Parss, and Smgs of 3 Parts,

by Mr. Pareell, a0d other eminent Maftess; newly Priated.  Price fieckd 20 .
The Mufizal Companien, (Part t,) contining variety of Catcher and Sengs for 3and ¢ Voices, G¢ Price bound 3¢ 64.
The Insreduciion 2o the Skill of Mufick, both Vocal and Inftrumental, by 7. Playferd ; thg 12th Cdizion corve(ted and 3+

mended ; with new Rader for Compofing in =, 3, 4, and § Parss, by M. Hewry Pursell.  Price bouad 22
A Colleizion of all the Song.Baeks that has been printed this 2o years. Price 1/ 5. ' . L
The Divifisx-¥iolin, in 2 Books, containing Diwifiens on Grouads. with Sol's for the Treble Pislin.  Prics of both 40,
Apoile's . in 2 Books, containing the newelt Teser, Figge, Minuer:, & for the Treble. Zislin, molt af them within

the compafs of the Flurs. Price of the firflt Book (being the 7th Edition wirl lurge Addizions) (tiezh'd 13 o the 2d, 12,
The Pleafans Companion, containing Twmer and Infircdises for the Aageler. Price bounl 184,

A Genera) Caralagus of 31 the choicelt Mafick Baoks thele 10 years.

—_—

= Alfo all forts of Rul'd Breks and Paper for MUS IC K of {everal fizss; likewife Books on ail odher Subjedls, and all
Siarimary Ware, arc lold at the fame Saop.

Livres imprimés et vendus par Henry Playford.
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Sur les trois reproductions suivantes,
on peut voir I’évolution de la table des symboles utilisés par Playford



A T a s » & Explaining the Charaéers which are fet downe in the Dances,

A Double i foure fieps forward or back, .clofing both fect,
A Single % two fleps, clofing both feete,

Set and turne fingle, i a fingle to one band, and a fingle to the other, and turne fingle,
| D. Is for a Double.

. S, Is for a Single.

Wo. | Stands for woman.

We. | Standsfor women.

Cu. | Stands for Couple,

Co. | Stands for (ontrary.

2. Stands for [econd.

3. Stands for third.

4. Stands for fourth,

= | Stands for a firaine playd once,

L. | Stands for a firaine playd twice.

o Stands for a fraine playd thrice, &'c.

Thefe Charaters exprefle the Figure of the Dance,

i1 D This [Lands for the Men,
Vo \ This for the women,

The sex-symbols at the foot of this Table were incorrectly printed by Playford. The symbol o
should have been for men, ) for women.

ATABLE of the Explanation of the [everal Charalers made ufe of in this Book.

p.—— | Stands for Dewble. A Deuble is four fteps forward and backward, clofing both Feet.
§coimmmee | Simgle. A Simgle is two Steps, clofing both Feet.

ranS. ¢ | 152 Single to one band, and a Simgle to the other, and tun Single.
Wo.—— | Stands for Wimam,

We, —— | Women.
Cu. = | Couple.
Comtr

Hrp.',' TiA Figure half rwnd, 1s the Ho balf round

Second. The winie Figsre, is the Hey all four round.
« | Third. Y

7 s
2, e—
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e | Fpier:b. . .
—— | Is when the Men and Wemen are on theit own Sides.
Improper | Is when cthe Men are on the Weman's fide, or the Wemex on the A&ew’s fide.

—— | For 2 Strain of the Time played once over.
e | For 2 Strain twice over.
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A TasLE explaining (everal Characters , which are [et down in the Rules
for Dancing.

“D." Ts for Dowble. A Dauble is {our (Teps forward and backward clofing both Feet.
S. |Isforg Single. A Siagleistwo (teps clofing both Feet.

See and turn Single. Isa Singleto one hand, and Sing/e to the other, and turn Single.

Wo.|Stands for Fernan,
We | Stands for #emen,
Cu. |Stands for Couple,
Co. ' Stands for Contrary,

2,° Second,
' dStands for » L hird.
' ¥ Fourth,

=, This is for a Strain play'd once,
2 | This 1s for 2 frain twice

3.
4.

Thefe two Charaters exprefs the Figure of the Dance.

@ This{tandsfor the Afem.
Y This tands For the Womsen,

L’évolution de la partition musicale de
« Cuckolds all a row », de la 1°" a la 17°™ édition :

Cuckoldsall a row For foure 2 ()3

Meer all forwards and backe =, Turne back ro back to the Co. We. faces againe, goe sboat the Co. We, not
Thatagaine 2. tumning your faces _+_ Turne back to back to your owne, facesagaine, goe

about your owne not turning faces %

Sides all with your owne = Sides  Men change places We, change places, hands all, goe reund _=. We. change
with the Co. _2. places, men change placss, handsall 2nd goe round, to your places 2,

A mesal! with your own .= Arms  Men put the Co. We. back by beth hands, fall even on the Co. (ide men caft
withthe Co. L offto theright hand, your We. following, come te the fame place 20ain s,

put them back again , fall on your owne fide, men caft off co the lefe kand,
and come to your places, the We. following 2

« Cuckolds all a row », 1°® édition.



Cuckoldsall a Row.
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Meet all forwards and back _s_ That

For fouryor eight,
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Turn back to back to the Co. We. fices again, g0 about the Co. We,

gain _L not turning your faces .2 Torn back to back 1o your own, facesazain
g0 above your own not turning fuces 4

Sdes )l with your own _s_ Sides  Men changs places, We, change places,bands all, go round_s.\We. change

“\' 8 A places, men change places, hiods all and go round, to your places 3

A 3l with your owa _o arms  Mon put the Co. We back by both hands, 11ll even on the Co. lide, nicn

R ineCo, 25, calt o to the right, your \We. following come to the fame place
again _+_pat them back again , fall on your own fide, men cait orf co the

o lezt hand, and came 1 yaur places, che We. following 2

« Cuckolds all a row »,
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Meet all frwards and back_.
That again_:

Turn back to back with the co. we, fices again, go 2bout the co we.
not rurping your faces: Turn back © back to your own, faces
again, go above your own, not turnilg facesl

Sides all with your own e
Sides wich rhe co _:

—
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Mlen change places,we. change places,hundsaligorennd L Wechange
places, men chinge place:, handsalf snd go round coyour places_:

Aring all with your own=
Arms with the co.l

»

El:o pue the co. we, back by both hards, fali even on the co, fide;
men caft off to the right, your we. foilowing come to the fame place
sgainz_ Pur’ them back again, fuli oo your own fide, men caft off
te the left hand and come to your places, the we, following%

« Cuckolds all a row », 10°™ édition.



Cuckolds all arow, . For Feur, er- Eight,
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Mect all forwards and bagk= Turn back to back with the co. We. faces again, go about the co, Wei
That again3 not turning your faces. Turn back to back to your own, faces
» again, go above your own, not arning faces 2

Sidesall with your ownaa Menchange places, We. change places, hands, all go round.2 We. change
Stdes with the cod places, Men change places; hands all and go round to your placess

S

Atms all with your own ~ Men put the co. We. back by hoth hands, fall even on the co. fide,
with the co . Men caft off 1o the right, your We. following cometo the fame placd
S apaine. Put them back again, fall on your own fide, Men caft off to
to the Left-hand an% come to your pﬂm, the We, following
2

.

« Cuckolds all a row », 17°™ édition, 1721.



