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INTRODUCTION: BEFORE
W.LMA,

This booklet has beon written 1o commemarats
the Pearl {30 years) Jubiles of WIMA (Women's
Intarnational  Motorcycls  Assosistion).  The
A ition was founded in America in 1860 hy
Louise Sherbyn. The aim of WIMA we 1o
suppodt  and  encourage 1he sport of motor-
cycling among women.

| don't went you 10 get the impression that
WIMA cprang up out of tho blue, or that thore
were no active women niders before it was
formed, In this sscton | want 10 boefly Qo over
the beckground to the Asscciatian and 10 intro-
duos you to some female rders and women's
moctoroycio clubs that were sctive before WIMA,

PIONEER WOMEN IN AMERICA

Amarics, traditonally the land ol pioness,
praduced many brave and couragoous wWomdn
o warg among the first to take o the 10ad on
wcwhaels, 1t wes  réading  @oout  the
pchisvements af these remarkable women that
s Louise the inspiration for WIMA, As oniy a
few aketchy details are known of thes womran's
pxpioits | shall simply cover them in chronological
prcier here,

It was in 1902, in 2 jittle city in Naw York
State, when 2 young lady began scooting about
pn ont of thore daring twowheolod vehclos,
amazing sveryons wiah her sbdity, To Mrs G N
Rogers of Scheneciady, a mororcycle wal an
interesting’ thing. In her gitthood she claimed no
putstanding achievemant and it was not until
many years later that her name wos drawn into
history s the first known waman 1o congues
ridmg 3 Motoreyche,

Amang the first 10 show her ability and skil
in the sary endurance runs of 1910, was Mrs
Fronk Kasinks of Oekiang, Catifornia, Lotor, i
1913, with 2 tandérmn passengar on her Marley-
Davidson, she rode the winding seven mile trad
nonstop 1o the summit of Mount Hamilton.

With the aduancing of years more womeén
evinced o hking for mosorcycle riding and many
entartained o desird 1O WNRTWR SCrOSS Americs
on twowhsals, At the beginning of the twentisth
century there werme grent stretches of undevelooed
land Roads wers mainly s13ge cosch and wagon
wails, Choking dust s gleey mud made driving
risky ang strendous, Fload maps and road
markess were rarely seen, Thare ware few filling
staticen and doalers and shops were far batwoon,

Thars was Uttle comfort in ricing as thero
vz 0D Sp0ings in the forks, no rem spricging o
foam rubber in the soddle. Thare ware no boght
fights, marely a thckering oil limp, Motoroyciists
of the 1600% were a picturssgus lof with high
tacad leather boots, hesvy wool \m:ngt\ s10C

had startad to nde her machine across the
Amaerican continent, This was in 1913. She was
later 10 become knawn ss the first womaen 10
cross the country by motorcyche. Thas was Miss
Cy Goooman, & New York City newspaper
reporter with anly six rding lessons who had
never Defors gone beyond sight of the big clty.
Cy's ambition was 10 reach the West Coost
@stride  hec Flanders ‘4. Howewer, after
encountering many difficulties &n routs, she was
suddenly whiskad off 10 hospital 1or an appendix
operation, Mer trip unexpectedly ending saome-
where in New Nexico.

The first woman rider to corme to Amerca
from another country was & Dudch girl who hed
travelled extensively in other countries. Dora
Rodnguez planned to ride from New York to
Calfornin. It is not known whethee or nat she
coverpd the distance, this too was s 1943,

In 1915 Faye Hildétrand (later Mrs McConnl
2 young woman |ust out of her teens, accompanied
by her mother, left their home in Washington
for 2 rour to Colifornia. Far a long time thoy
had planned this trip which was made on their
threswheeler ‘Gray Fellow’, a Mariey-Dyndson
with sidecar. They planned 1o stop in Dodge
City and latar 10 take pars in a short grass 1wur at
Grand Junction, Colorade. Their troubles stoned
sone the oid Santa Fe Trasl, to get to Chanute
they had 1o ride in water that came over the ftoot-
Boards, Then thers wat deag sand which maant
getting off and pushing, The Hiltabrands made
S10ps wherewir They could fing deaker shops and
they wars glweys royally recaived, 1t is gaesrally
Deligved that Faye was The first woman ever to
taks » mafarcycls axttwirds ovar the mountain
on route 40, Atwer much punishmant trom the
oads Thay reeched Tulsa, Sadly they did not

1o complets the tap as Faye wis taken
ill, However, thay wers abile 1o snjoy many ather
ntaresting journeys later,

The first successful joumey from cosst 19
coast, made by women, was aho in 1915 Efie
Hotchkiw, of Brockiyn, laft home on her Hacley-
Davidson, with her Mother in the sicecar. Eighty-
seven deys later, after a brigf vigit to Lok Angeles
they reached San Francisco, Calitornia, ,

The tirst woman 10 make the pecilous climds
up Pike's Poak were Two sisters, Adeline and
2ugusts Van Buren, During this wenture in 1516
they completad = transcontinentsl from Niess
Yark to California, sseh riding an Indian Twin,

Their route took them first 1o San Francisco,

cown through Los Angeées to San Duego. This
wip of 4000 miles was then reported as the
longest of 2ll trarncontirentals thus tor made by
wamen, It may be thar this recoed stiil holds,

Travelling condit:ons improves, difl (03cs
became conorets highways Road maps apoestid
and filling stations becama more nemerous, But
11 wias still 3 remet kabile achievernent for women (o
traved afar on twowhesls,

In 1929 Mrs Dorothy Robinson from Detcoit
began her riding carser which led 1o her fame

kings, knee beseches, blacers wnd ¢ dish
fookiny <aps and helmets. Ewven 10 1he sarly
1930%s this fashion pradominated,

Time passod and news came that 4 woman

= 8 champion enduro ricder, In 1936 she and Mer
histand $et a non=top ranscontinental sdece
record from |os Angeles to New Yok, rding a



Harley-Dovidson on which they took @ turns
1o wrive, Since then Dorathy has trawtled from
Mictigan to both coasts many times, and from
border 1o border, In 1538 she also rode her
machine to the summit of Pike's Peak.

Making her debut st the same tme, and stld
noldng her rank among the veterans is Mrs
Genevieye Baker of Demver, Colorado. Her
Gragtest victory came in 1936 when she won 1he
tough 500 mile Denver Enduro. In the same year
she helpsd set » record by getting her machine
through  cdesp srawdrifss in ten below zero
temperatures to the summit of Pike's Peak
on Néws Yeor's Ew.

In 1933 Mrz Marjorie Longshors of Malone,
New York, learned 1o ride 8 19249 uingle motor,
She liked rading 40 mach that aDOuT sGven years
fatar she rode miles fram Wit Brantwood
Long Island ro Mitwaukee inone and a half days.
On the tirst day she coversd 730 miles, thus
establishing a ooe day record for solo riding.

One of the most dangérous trips of all wes
motde by ninvtesn yesr old Miss Polly Forbes-
Johnson in the summer of 1936, Coursgsous
Polly left New York Ciy and undertook the
hazardous jsurney to Guatormaln. Her ride of
6000 miks led through muck uninkabited
country, through swanpland, dessst and jungls,
and just plain bBad roeds, President Ubico of
Guatemala  prusanted  hae  waith & Gaeman
MOLOrCYEIR in Omiralon OF har Dravery,

All this ems to maks modern tours look
rathes thme, doesn 't it?

WOMEN’S MOTORCYCLE CLUBS IN
ENGLAND.

In England in 1805, & law was passed raiving 1he
spead limit for Barssless carraces from S o 12
mph. Ore leading newapspar of the day remarked
in it editorisd that parhags one day women
would be brave snough 1o comirol oae of thes
noisy monsters, Howewsr, in The same article
upon reflection it is statsd that it would be mors
in Keeping If lachos continued to ute a cosch and
pair in order to sifect their alwencon 1es visits
and thoppirg! Such complacency if you please!!!

With the firgt World War wamen came mare
into their own driving ambulances and cars, and
Dy the mic 1520% thay had participated webl
in the motorcycling field, Taking part in various
raflies, triaks elc, Women had mace their mark
w9 wurs thace 10 viay!

Herg | want 10
concentiate on the women's motorcycle clubs
that existed in this coumntry belore the develop-
ment of WIMA,

In the past there were seversd sll-women
motorcycle clubs, the best knowvin of which was
undoubtedly the London Ladies” Mowr Cyde
Club. This was formed in 1826, But it was not
the first. It was precoded by the Yorkihire
Ladies” Motor Cyche Club, sadly this arganisation
anly had a shoet life, Its Captain was fatally
injurad i » rosd sccident and the membership
wars w0 distrassed that they disbanded the Club.

Te London Ladies’ MCC lasted unil 196!
Only women ricers could becoma full mambe
#nd their woman passengers ssociate memben
The Cluls wast NOL antemen, it (UL NeEver 0oGurmm
10 a0yane 10 invita men alang, but they were fre
to da sa It they withad. The London Ladue
(LLMOCT was affilgted to the South East Cantr
of the AC.U. It ran ‘closed 10 cluby’ wialt ¢
115 Own members and an annual ‘open to centr
trial, %mown a3 the Two Countieg, The tw
counties  were  Sureey  ond  Hampshee, Th
organisation of these wials was handled by th
women, who acted as obsenwrs as well, Ma
members lived in the London area bus same cam
froen further wfivld 10 perticipate in the event
Morjone Cotthe was & mambsr. She, with Edit
Foley and Louia Maciean won the Silver Vase |
the Inturnational Six Days Trial in 1927, Anothe
member who distinguithed harsel! vas Thore
Viallach who later 211 this country and took u
rutiddence in Americs.  Racing was har greate
interest @l that t1ime, She wan a Gold Star an th
Brooklanos wack, In the she was |oined b
Florsnce Blnkiton and Beatrice Shilling, bot
membears of LLAMCC

The Club wuied 1o compete in the AC
Notional Rally, One year theze of 1tha memba
rode the maximuem distance of 729 mies. T2
Club alyo bad ita own ullies of a rather differer
naturs. Belore the War the Club's President v
Mrs Malcolm Campbel, whose son was kille
while attampring the wmer speed record ¢
Lake Windemere, Duwing the War tha Club
pctivitees cessed, Dot the members managed 1
koep in touch and reformued ot the and of O
War, but never agsin ran ‘0pn 10 cantre' Jrial
After thy War the Club formed & small bi)
pection, but they found it won merged wil
the bigeer Dikes &4 the younger members joing
together with e Nol S0 young Another wer
keen member o the Cluby was Mausaan Towls
[Johany]. Ske won the Sunbeam Cled’s Pinhar
Mamonial Cup, This was awarded o a ridl
under twenty-0ng yeans ald who was not anly

rider but who also 0ok an active part |
the fife of hisfher club. Johnny wos the fin
woman to receive the award and is probabl
the only one ever 1o have done 0.

One thing that the Sunbrm Club toak and
consideration was thet Johony wes Asssta
Secretary of the LLMCCs RAC-ACU Trani
Scheme. The London Ladies' had undertaken th
st the request of the Road Salety Officer ¢
Hendon, The pupils weee all girls. I 183
befars such 3 schems started anywhare, 1t
LLMCC had bean given an old Coventry Eag
and & farrmer had lent themnm a field, They oo
lessons to any @it who came along,

After the Wer ong of the Clud’s man even
was the Brandon Rally, the first of which toc
place about 18950, Women from all over 1t
country  ware nviaed td Brandon Hall ne
Caventry, At one of these sveris Johony my
Nors Traynoe, (Gerryl, and they became tt
Club's second pair of Globe-Trotters. in 19¢
they sot off on two 360ce Nortons 1o Ausmrall
It is known that Johnay mnd Gerry reschi



\wsizalia, but net whathes ey relurnad or
prtled thers

There were other ladies' chubs in England
etore the Wir 100, In 1329 an Ceganisaton
alled the Women's Awtomobile and Athlstic
\ssociation {WAAA] was foemed, Most of its
aembers Fad cars, out 8 faw a0 had Dikes,
‘hin Orgarasation was mspaasible for haldind

rally called the London to Exerer Trial It
s an event similer 1o the Motae Cycle Club’s
MCCI Long Distance Trialsl, It staetad on the
wiskirts of Loodon and obsseved hils elc,
wro included, but it did not wmke place In
nidwinter. Usually about sleven wiomen 100k
art.
In the Qirkanhend accn Agnes Daburn formed
ha North Western Ladies' Motoe Cycle Club,
e of hwe frigncds, a0 expert engneer and
sotareyclint, volunteersd 10 give & sacies of
WEONS Oon Maintenance to the membders. This
Muby ran for several years and was very sucoessful,

Othwe countries tao had their women's
sotorgycle clubs. In the USA. thers vess the
fotor Maids of Amernica, and in Australis there
s the Victoran Ladies” Mator Cycle Chib,
lewr Zesland also had its Club, The Captain of
hes later became a WIMA member,

In the 1960's there wers several other
women's cluts in thes country such s 1he
tidland Motor Masde, whao took their name fram
he Americang; there was also & similie club in
he Narth of England.

IRS F. H. DE VEULLE (POSSIBLY
RITAIN'S FIRST WOMAN
IOTORCYCLIST),

1 gathering material for the bookler | was
NGNG LO COME AEross o lady that | coula really
Ml Britain's First Woman Maotoroyelist. Thin
roved impoessible, 5o | had 10 comoromiss. The
Mlaming i the sarbest refurence | can find of
woman achiaving something on two whesls,

In 1896 » remarkable fittle kdy with the
ime Mrs F H De Veulle roce a Ladkes' Mocel
oventry Motette' from Coventry 10 Loosfon,
W didn't da this with & view 10 satting or
naking any records. It was simply & publicity
unt foc the machine, The bLike was made by
. 4. Lawson and Compony. Mr H, J, Lawson
wsanted Nrs De Veulle with a diagmond ring
« bwer skidl and courage.

The fest doesn't sound 3t oll remarkabile
these days 0 pechaps | should attamgt 1o
enlighten you a lirtle, The motorcycle she rode
sesmed by almost any standards highly unsafe,
The back quarter of the frame seems o have
been filled with petrol tank, surfoce carburettor
s Thot tube’ Ignition casing, The sngne was
plsced on the side of the machine, running in
opposite direction 1 the road wheel, Thus the
hapless rider wals virtually sitting on tep of 2
petrol tenk srrdnged owe & flaming bumer!
It sounds not disssmidar 1o riding 8 time bomb!
Not only was the mackineg rather dangeraut, o
too were the roads, At that time the roack
wogld have been little more than dirt or mud
tracks and the distance was probabdy  Turther
than most people would have travelled in a
Iifetime, | think it will bs agreed that Mrs De
Veulle certainly esmed her diamond ring
Incidentathyy her husbard was not unconnected
with motorcycies. He was rosponsible for the
Amac Caroursttor and the AV petraol engine, 3
sucossstul groprietary ergine of the exrly 1800's.

iIn the Ilste 1800 many manufacturers
produced Gdies” models of their motarcyelies,
or they built thair machings so & 10 sllow for the
rogs.bor 1o be lomend o that women could ride
tham, Apart from Mrs De Veulle | can find no
record af any who ol so 8t this sarly cate.
11 wouk! appast that by marketing lades” models
1he manyufscturers wished 10 suggest that theie
DIKES Were S0 vy 10 marsge - even 3 waman
could cope with one. This was on the hasis thay
4 3 woman could ride 1, well then ot woulg be
exsy Tor 3 mon, Wist 3 nerye!

FAY TAYLOUR, ONE OF THE
WORLD'S TOP SPEEDWAY RIDERS

Originally | het interded 10 ingiude o Nilth
section in this booklet, antitled 'Famous Lady
Aiders’ but | had underestimated the cost of
printing eic and in the end something had ta go,
As this section was the jeast relevant to WINA
| decided tc cut i, Howewer nothing would
uring me 1o consign Fay's life story to the
eytting room floer,

Fay's professional ridimg career started in
1927 ar the Camberty Scrombie, At that time
scrambiing was a new sport in this ocountry.
Fay did remarkably well in this svent, s hee
story will teli, and then went on te become a
world famous spesdway racer,

Fay wos made an NOOOurary membes of
WIMA n 1979 and at firgt | was inclined 10
include her in the WIMA pananalities wction,
DUt By sl wes such & very special pionesr |
thought it best to hear from her now, | shall
naw hand you owver 10 Fay and let her get on
with telling you abhout her life,



SOME DETAILS IN ANSWER TO
QUERIES ABOUT MY RACING
RECORD AND HOW | CAME TO TAKE
UP SUCH A SPORT.

| cannot answer the indignant gueries as to why
my plonpering and nevor-ogualied efforss are
not recarded in the Guiness Book of Records
wnless it be that this publication caters more far
those intsrgted in such statistice as the shhmmest
waist, the largest toe, the champon consumer of
hot.dogs......, Mar can | reply t© an indignsnt
Jattor pust racesvnd from an ald racing fan who
vatched me perfarm who sked me why my
name is not mentioned @1 &l G0 3 recently
published beok catkd FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS
OF SPEEDWAY’, It is wery odd, writes another
tend, andd many such commuents have come
from young frends as well, sspecislly those
interested in motor sport,

| can add, sise 10 the incamprahension of
oider racing Fans, thas many sarfier kay pubh-
cations 0n spaecway and o racing have soft-
padolied or ignored atogether the natable and
exceprional part | ‘played in both Spors, thaugh
ather women racers are fastursd who made no
wocal mark, snd  AeWEpIpers racordad my
#lors with streames headlines and sueh titles os
Wonder Girt!

A friand, watching 8 quiz programme with me
on televsion secently, suggested the could sTump
the clewsrgsl contestants on  Mastermindg  and
Sparts Quir programmes with the following
qQuestions: -

1. Who was the lirst spesciway rider from the
Enplish tracks 1o go out to Australia just after
the Australlant bad introduced the sport 10
foglend, end then defest the Australan
champicns on their home ground, the only
ricer that season 10 do 50, and who Uroke
Australian records in spite of just tour months
exparionce of that sessoned Australion sport?

2 Did 8 woman ever break the lap necord
an  the famous  Wembley  Speadway?
3 When women were permittad for the first

Lme 10 race on the tricky ‘Moyntsin Cireuit’
&1 Broaklands in the thirties, ded 8 woman lap
that track faster than any Britivh racng driver
including Sir Malcolm Compbed amd Raymonds
who heid the records she would hew broken?

And i 50 nama har,

My nama of courss snswers those questions,
but it it refers 10 a long tirse &go 10 maw | will
gve some datail as requested,

} was brought up in the shaltored stmosphers
of pannws @nd governsases in the obd Ireland.
Then went to boarding school and col¥ge In
Dubdin, | had twa sisters, one oider who marcied
while | wms il at school, and a youngs ane
wha bscame a successtul doctor. | was the
tomboy ©f the three, #nc o0 my gUvaIesIes”
desopproval drove a sonp-box on wheels doan 1he
gargen hill, But at wchool and college, though
qood 8t SPOrt and winneng the tenniy trophy, no
thought of motor racing sntered my head,

My father, an officer in the oid R1.C, was

"

# strigt disciplinaraan, my mother alvays dalicate.
| was brought wp o the sounds of |meland
fighting for independencs, and ook chargs when
we were rowded one school holidsy, my lather
being at Dublin Castle at the time, He had been
wationed In many country town during my
chilchood. My greatest joy e ridiog the pony
g hocse, but whien they were sold and my
father became machanizsd, | pleaded 10 steer
the car, Bul tennis was my main nterest.

| ledy college when still a toenagor, Ay maother
was very ill @0 | completad & course of Domestic
Scwnes before lesving college 5o that | ¢ould
ren the houso for her, She and father wers now
fving in England a3 |retend had now won inde-
pendence. and 10 | joined tham these, in a big
country houso in Beckehive, | carried the ténnis
troplyy and also a cash orize won for domestic
wience with me,

I'd st gaodbye to all my schapliriends in
Dubiin, and ‘found Encland desperately dull,
We had tennis partees and all the gquIsts were
inthee's age, | joened o hockey club in Reading,
cur Nearest town, but of proved zqually dutl
| want by bus or drove my father’s car, He was
#0t 4 gaod drver thoudh a great mort in o1har
REpects, poswssing many cups IGr shcoting,
fishing, salling, coli and other activities NoO
ong in our families had been in the motor trade
ar Intereted in cars, but | becarme infetuated
with a hoy who had & country gerage, | knew
nothing of sex, but the urge 10 lowe canrot be
governet by waiting for suitable introductions.
None come my way, avd Mother worried on
her demth bed saying ‘vou Ouht 10 be meeting
men’, She hed bean presontod st court, but the
gay era of hee youth had disappesed, and invi-
wtions 1¢ hunt balls mocked me 35 they 1000
an the mantlepiese with npever s partner in
sigh.

The youns man at the gorage hed & motor-
bike. i1 gicdn't ntarest me esorcizlly, but attar
my third visit he suagested | might like 8 ride
on . Me'd bewn repairing my falee's car. I'd
driven it to hockéy whan he was away end
wmeane had backed into me. How he had fixed
it 5o that the (amage was invisible, end at last
e pant was diy, | wished it weren’t, but |
said yes, 1°d lowe & rida on his bike which would
mean sesing him oowis,

Afser many svening mestings a1 a cross-roach
he told me we musn’t meet any more. He had
pecame too fond of ma, he said, and thers was 8
girl in his village he'd promised 12 marry, He
kissod ma for the firet tme and suggested |
should buy a mator bike §nd ger sway from the
lonaly hause. | rode my bicyels homra in tears,
but returned to the coss-roeds the following
Tuesday, the day we met, He didn't turm up, and
after walting what ssermwd like &n egernity
without hope | laft for home, refuctantly. | dic
not want to leaes, | belonged 10 that solstos
cronsroads where, fitting on the wooden guté
onta the haath, i'd fourd ewsrything 1'd missed,
of 5O it tosmed....... just talking 10 somoone whe
respected the innocance | didn't uederstand, The
prospect of homg withous these meetings wal



unbeacable, The rice back was desolote, eext |
oriecd myself 1o skep,

Nex1 day 1 bicycled im0 the towm with the
cein 1'd won for domestic scionce, The motor.
cyclo lessons at the crossvosds, the reasce far
going thaere, hadn't materslised. Sating on the
gate walking had been far mare interesting, whie
my fathe: believed | was a1 the villeoe sewing
avenings. Now | rodée Dick from ten on a
motofcyche.

1t was easy 10 nide, Lo sy, and three days
tater | took it back to the shop and changed it
far & bigger madel. It was 2 Leva, bat that oo
was chanped before very long, this time for a
prppy “3B0-0HV-AJS"

Maothar had already died of cancer. and the
night and day nure attending her had left. |
fwd time 1o fiddle with the new hiks but mastly
all | did was to get dirtier than ary mechanic
weuld, and | went to Reading lor adjsstments
and rspaire. | hadn’t been ridng very lang when
the repair shop owaer told me | rode the bike
rathar well aadl ought to compete »n the “Southem
Soott Sceambie’, tha modt sparting awent in the
mutorcyce calendar, he said. “You cow'd eassily
beat e threw 109 women trals ridws who
compere wach ywar for & special cup”, and he
added that crack trafs riders and TT racing men
from Cowntry #iso competed. It vas 3 icrambie
course with stoney hills a5 s0e0 as the side of
a house, and other frightening lcoking surfaces,
sand, mud and the lot. The courie wos near
Camberley, not far from RAeading, and | sneaked
out to have » look, though Charlas Harmon, the
repair shop owner, waes to take me there the noxt
Sunday when the Reading club bays woukf be
on the hills peactising, Nearly haif the rides
dign't tinigh

| found the course and sneaked home with
my tail betwesn my legs. it didn’) seem possible
that amy matoreyele coukd olimb “Red Road',
the first hill | saw. But on Sunday, therg were
the boys spread all over it and ey sesmed 1
be roaching the 1op! “"Wa'll try you 0n & shorter
hilt first™, Harmon said, and b 100k me to
Kilimsnjseo', Shorter, yes, bul ewen stesper,
Take it flat ous, | was told, keep rewing and
you'll reach the top, but shut off on the crest
or you'Sl fall down the other side, | reached
the top, forgot 1o shut off and kentded in the
heather part way dowa the beck. Unshurt, | was
shown the mst of the course, and | knew it
would take skill a5 wail & nerve to conguer it
Wild and Woolly” would be the bigget challengs,
a downoandup hill, You hod to go down Wikt
and cver the gully at the botiom a3t terrific
speed to gel up Woollyl The contest was still
@ month away, and, il | navar knew it befors,
a challenge wss mighty attractive. Even ricing
all out on the skiddy sandy stretch ws lrighten-
ing. But conguer the course | did, returning toir
alone on week-days,

Then the grest day arcived and |1 was Taining,
Never mind. Harmen saed, there are pashers on
the bad hills and it will be fine for the attemoon
circuit. 1t wes, the hills had dred and the secead
stage of the race allowsd us to show our Dast.

1 owas my fiest race and | gloried in the counse,
I Fimished with two firsts, the Venu: Cup for
Latws and the Class Cup for 350cc engines, |
had defeated the op women trials ride:, Marjerin
Cotre, and wan the class cup from the male
entry, | was ficed! (That mwans ‘secked’ in
Ameracall

| wrote to AJS in Coventry, Marjoria Cortle
ond the two athyr womegn contestants rode in
wials for tactones. Why couldn™ |17

AJS agreed to tune my héke and enter me
for trinks. | won Gups and medals at once thowgh
11 was a diffarent type of riding. After ane trial,
n the hotel st Buxton, our competition manager
sid to Mubyn Herveyson, a reporter,: "She went
o0 fas:, she started by racing™ | had fallen off
on 2 boad slimy rutted Wil just befors reaching the
wop. AR, repled Harveyzan, “but she got
further up than your crack Hoys'™,

In a short time | was engaged 10 ride for
Rudge Whitworth, and went ta live in Covantry,
the centre of the triale country. Fether had sold
his house and now lived In 3 riverside hotel,
whare 3 woman fell in lowe with him and
ultimately married v, The Rudge motorcycle
was bigger, 3 B00cc, Again | won many cups and
madals for trials reding, but after 8 few months
weodeay racing came to England and 1 wanied
0 hawe a §o. Australian promotery hed come 1o

Englanc and were bu lding tracks o many cities,
principally London, Theay were Dosesursted,
oval trachs of about 3 quactar of a mile with twa
wraights and & sweeping curae 8t each end
Thoy brought many of their champion rders
with them 10 rooe and demonstrate this new typa
of racing, It was called “Dirt Track Racing"
or "Broadsiding”. (Lodte ummade raxds in
Australia and Dirr Roads’ |, But the racing wasn't
new to Awstralia, and their expart riders drove
nto the bends on Tull throttle, taking the curves
n one Ralrrasing powereslice or broadsede. thair
rear whee! slantad 10 40 dlarming angle while
their upright front wiwel faced in the coposite
direction, poenting #t the outside fence, in order
10 ‘hold” the slide, They rode to the lefr, anti-
clockwas, end their left leg trailed streomdike
10 the rear. Theee was no raom or need for 2
Bt footrest, and eguipment such as mudguerds
was removed,

Rudge Whitworth were not interestad for me
1o attempt this racing, if | could, So | sneaked up
10 London ta have my first look at i1, Earliar,
a race meeting had been staged on & sandy area
3t Comberiey, & was calked the fist Din
Track racing in England, bt it wes not the real
thing 3 we merely circled posts &t @sch end of
the straights, | had competad, end with Charles
Harman nad won all the swards. Now, ar Stam-
fard Bridge, 1 saw the real thing, & rider, stream.
lined over his small sank, throwing his bike into
the bend at full speed. It looked territying, but
if 1'd conquered those Camberiay hills, here was
another challenga!

All the London promatarswith the excaption
of the Crystal Palace promoter whom [ hadn't
wsked, rofused 1o give me a trial, Na woman
would have the nerve or strength, they said,



| bought & hedmetl, doCdec 10 Tuck my halr
under it, the boys hair then baing shart for 1t
waz 1928, and I'd mingis with the English hoy
at the nexl Crystal Palace practiss session, | we
discoversd buving the hetmet by Lionel Wills
an ex-Cambridas University mosorcyclist who
hod started racing on the new specdway's, and
axpacting 1o be laughed at, | wid him my plar
“The Crystal Palace s my home track™, he g,
"1 drive you thara™,

Tha bays at the teack wers too busy Talling
off and trying to get the hang of the new racing
10 notice me, but when the promotsr, Fredde
Mackiced, came along ang yelled for 'that lad'
10 be calded in or the trock would never be ready
far the racing next day, he had a3 shack awhen |
the lost rider laft on the wrack, fell off and then
moovid my helmet tor 2 moment. "“Why don™t
vou book her o race?", Lionel quenad, ooding
that #ll the cther promoters waere bookng me
YWhether that 1ib helped or nat 11 rever Keow,
out aftar fizgt scorning me hoe ran atter me a5 |
was chisappointedly descinding the 1arrace, having
pasnpd the cinder dust oft my face for she first
ind laas time, | thought "Would you like
ta race hereé & waek tomatrow'’, he said, Would
It Byt | e 10 sound casual as 1 agresd. “'You
an peactite sl next week" he told me, and
having taken a8 Tew days leava trom Coventry
pfter seming the excitng racing at Stamford
Aridge, | wrote 8t ones 10 Geallrey Bulcher
the compatitions manager, o say | wasn't
mturning,

kept the caompesitions Hudge pro tem
though it belonged to the factory, snd all that
naxt wadk in 3 hootwove | tlogoed round thxt
track sl at last, after tumble after tumble, 1'¢

1ausht myself 1o powersiice, 1o k2ep the throttke
opan and stay on the machineg, The sight befare
racing | was going Like an expert

But alas® the vack was very different the next
day when in the meddie of the meeting my race
against  two Australians was announced. It
fooked smooth os the big rate circled it betorn
we lined up, but the deep ruts from former racss
were still these, and my heavy biks, unliks the
spocidd light machines thar the Australisns wsed,
wis hard to handle. The races were four lups
and | hung on tar three and three Quariers, then,
waeay U in front and not far trom the finsh
I want head over heels on that last tend! I'd
Deen ghwn a start but my twa ace cpponents
wers A1l e bahindd. The tollowing wmk | did
the seme thing. | was nding harder than | knew.
Fradode Mookfond booked me once move saying
i you Tall off this time finish!"

But s tine Lionad Wills lant me hes hight
Dirt Track Specinl amd | staywec coy, | was Dooked
for Move, near Brighton, and there | Sefeated
the Hous local champon, and from then never
looked back. | went north and in Macdlasbseeough
ard Salford ard Liveepoo] my préss cutnings
record many wins, | was cgtled The (ueen of
the Sooodways and often Billed as the only girl
dirt track rider, But in the North | was matched
agaenst another gird ricler, Evs Asquith, Giving hae
0 good atant | weos able 1o win, She did not
powerslide the bends in streamlined fashion as
was the method then. Instead of Mirowing 1he
bike wide into the turn she rode round the insids
wih bent knee (today, weth shorter whasibas
bikes, the speedwyy DOys powaahicy the insioe
with bent knees).




Thres or four other women made some rides
on the spesdways in those aarly days bur ded
not prove fast wnough 1o be spectacuar, It wess
e thrilling to new sudences that the tracks were
packed st 10 388 the Australiany, enrd 8150 0 Powe
Amaricans, oo demonstration ridés and match
races. Even the fed carpet went down for
Royalty, Press cuttings reooest | druw  recoed
crowds. and sl did when spectotorns lessered.
Team racing had not yet started,

whian that first yeeson ended in England, tha
Australian  riders returned to theésr country.
Their SUMMEr and rACING SCATON Vit JUET ST NG
i fike 10 sgn Australa’ wam a thought that
camé inta my head, and before long | tound
myselt on a thip hrading thet wey , complev with
seutwey bike, though | anly hoped | maht e
permitted to do Semonstration rides. | falt |
needed o Gres! dedl morg taling 109U wx fast &
I'd like. Unlike the English Doys who raced In
overy aven! mome than once o wesk, | waos
confined 10 match racing mostly, and could not
face at many wracks, | feit very mech a beginnes
still and not too sals on spite of the many good
periormances I'd maragad 10 mxks



| lanctad in Wiest Austratin. The tall gom trees
and wide open spaces were 3 dream land. Not
0 drosmy wis the teerifying prospect laid before
me of racing the West Awstradis Champeon, Sig
Schlamm, on ws home track, the famous
Claremant speadway, There was noone el to
provide an Englond vwersus Auatrabin recw, | v
the only rider from the Britith wecks who had
made the trp. It war January 1929, Enghish
radors came out the folowing seson but now it
Was up to me,......and how ridicusous, | thought,
The paper had s=d  that everyore
Was wWaiting 1o see who could beat the cenry
Schlamm who appeared unbeatable, He held the
record which hed stood for over 3 year. 11 was
o hatf.umile track, twice o5 arge & 1'd besn riding
on. And though I'd brought the lates: fas7 speed-
way bike from Ungland, he had exactly the same
medel, for he hao been ane of the racan in
England.

Perhops being scared is on advantage. | won
that race although the official who drove me 10
the track said he didn't think | could win and
that spordway faee woeld hawe ther top.
watches 10 check it wasn't & fix. But that
wus proved when it tumed out that | had
oqualled tho longstanding rocord in spite of =
heavy track, ang hed aiso made the fagiest time
ot the meeting,

In Maihourmw, | birokn twe records, defeated
the champion, and woa two races, In Adelsids,
& fast thirdamile wrack, | brake the seseon's fog:-
lap racord aad detaatad 1wo 109 riders Bur in
Sydnay | erashed in my first face and woke up in
hospitat!

I was bmmea in Erisbane by Vic Huxiey,
such a great rider that even had | besn able
to put up my best showing | could have lost.
It was the only bmegular track, 1t had thros
turns instead of the regular owal amd | was
able to sort that out In @ Morning practise run.
But during racing 2t night under ficod lighting
it wasn't $0 clear and | couldn’t remember the
hands. But the crowd ssermned happy, and iater |
was dancing at Lennoa’s Hotel | said to » partner
that 1'd bsard the famows Tlye Kingaford Soith
waiched the raging and | withed | codd meet
him. “I am Kingsford Smith™, he said] He was
staying ot Lennon's 100, In Sydney 1I'd been
entertaened ot Government House,

| wont on 10 New Zealand where & big
woicome awsited me, a Cavic reception, and the
All Blacks, But | shippet svaay from it as fast
@ 1 could 10 view 1the racing track, Next night,
atier racing, @ doOCtor was caded in the meddie
of tha night 1o stitch up & Tinger on my right
hand. I'd won two races and crashed an the third,
Thot wos at Wellington. And then | went on w0
Auckland and other cities. Gensral Motors had
proveded & wiite Chewalet so | travelled by car.
| was wotertened with the Australien tersis teem
which seemed 10 be waring the seme roule o
we watched gach other perfarm, and sometmes
o o three of the taam would travel with me
whils we chised the train with their fellow
members on board 10 the next city, | oa't knaw
" spesdway racing hat bean astatslished as long

n New Zealand as in Australia, but | managed 10
Turn in faaes) teme of the night Fragquently snd
defear these top cders. Admarsl Byrd, who had
st flown ower the South Pol, was on # smakl
ship taking ma Back to Wellington. The capesin
gaw a panty for s both, and | was plessaatly
surprised 10 meet a handsome man s Nis e
imireadd of the besrdedd old seafarer |'d saxpecied!

fiack = Losdon, the stuwe promoter,
h B , Now g the Wembicy
pesdway, entered me for the Cinders Trophy, a
contest 10 brask the lap mecord, repressnting
Irefand. It was 2 stunt to draw the crowsds |
decded, a3 | still felt inadeguat: and imexperiens
o, and thode tined up 8gainsl me were the best
from Australiz, America. England, Scotland and
New Zesland. And the track seemed strange and
tricky, Nuwrtheless, nezt morning nevwapegpnss
reported “Woman  breaks  Wembley  Track
Becord”. | think | was mors surprissd than
pleied when | circled the track with the
tropivy .,

| made another ip to Awstralia and New
Zealand, a few more rides in Engand, and
then promaoters, finding their crowds dwindling
ond searching for ways 1o get extra publicity,
gecided to stage 3 women's race and then
snnounce o ban on women riders. Apart from the
rorthern grl, Eva Asquith, the few women
whom some promaters had used occasionatly
were 100 POw o intarest spectators, and it was
2 roow botwoen such riders thot was now staged
s @ forsrunner to ths ban announcement.
Convernently, ones nder fell on the approsch
ramp before raaching the track and broke 2
coMlar bore. Next morning came  the
announcement. WOMEN BANNEL FROM
SPEEDWAY HRACING. It gow the promoes
beaddines. They'd put women on the tracks to
9=t publicity. Now they were banning them for
the same purpose.

| was on my way back from Australia at the
time (though o recant Press article referring
tack to that race put me on the starting line
powderng my nome ‘calmiy’! | was nover calm on
the starting line ond seldom if ever indulged in
that olddashioned cestom of powdering ane’s
rose, | know now why | wasn't calm on the
warting line, though 2t the time | hadn’t worked
i1 out, Yhrowing the bike ima an sM-out povwr-
shde was tricky. It took strength as well as skil
m keep from ovorshideng, and 0 "stay on”
when ane hit the bumps, | was racing as fast and
wven faster than many top grode men but | was
only a woman. “Only" & no Inferior admession.
Women are prettier than men, and we are
Froud 10 Mheve deintier muscles! But the task
shesd of the starting line thus held more
tepidation for me although one Englshman
confided that be veus “terrifigd"” sach tame be
hit the tuns. Perhaps & woman™s ssntitivity
and intuition hefged ma, 108ther with the
challanging doobt | could da it




in any cae | would nat have been parmitted
to run In thet race. A similor roce veas sioged tha
prewcus  yeor  with publicny goined in the
Press through the same theme: “are women
capable of racing on speadways?”. 1'd applid
10 enter butl weas refused, being 10K It was a
specisl rage, It was then organised Dy one of the
pramoters who had refused me 4 triall No ban
folowed then. But now the ben cut me out
“I'm sorry, Gulle”, 8 friendly promotsr sad,
“hust it mesns you tos”. Hi offer of 2 free
ticket 10 watch the racing was galling. Me had
st i on the ruse!

Till 1hen |1 was persenalitiss who deew the
crowds, differsnt styles of riding, defferent bikes,
frequent creshes us newcamers diove inta the
bends faster than they knaw, and the theilling
nowelty . An old-gime fan who caught up with me
recently tells ms that wharewee | roced, he and
his spectating friends ward thare, 1t was my style
ot riding they lked, he said, more than the Tect
that | wae 2 woman! Then tsam acing was intro-
ducad antd he never wenT Lt spectate agan.

| was pormitied # lewt race, this time st
Sauthampron  sgainst the moctharn girl,. Eva
Asquith, The track was strange to me though
she hadt races on i1 befors . Press cuntings record
that | won easity in a faster time than that
rcorded by many of the mén haat winpers, And
i esisbiiishing & record lor wormuen 1'd come
within 8 split weond of the overgll recard. It
waas sad that | couldn't hinve # s2cond ride there
for | fult | could theo reduce that split 1econd,
Second time O & track = easier than the Fimst.
1 wat raady, however, to changs 10 four wheels
but found that speedway and car racing wers
poles apart, and cir racing was just & rich man’s
gorme. Factorigs, with rare excéplions, did not
roce though they built fast streamlingd cars
for those with thy cash,

| then wisitad a schoal frend in India whose
hushand, » British Army offices, was statiored
thers. |t seeved as 3 complete diverseon after
twa tende years of spesdhwey recing, and | weat
an to visit ane of our powersesis who had
marred and now lived in Calcutta, The racing
urge emerged thece, and with a dealer’s Chevrolet
| broke the Calkcutts to Ranchi record. The
pavious hoider, Captain YatesBenyon, gave me
an introduction to the famous careacing track,
Brooklands, and on my meturn to England in
late 1931 1 1ound a race for wormsn scheduled
thore, and 3 motor dealec antered 3 ‘Talbot 105°
for me 1o drive.

The cream of women drowrs were competing,
inciuding Mrs Wisdom, wile af the Daily Herid
motaring  correspondent, ard  Mrs Kay Petre.
I drove in A skirt and won, which plessixi the
owner of the car. Most il not all the other drivers
wore racing ovoralls, The Talbot belongsd o
Arthur FOX, @ motor dualer. 1t had boen wied as
3 prectice car 8t Le Mans and hed not bDeen
retured, Bat it onshled ma to win my first car
rece. It wat o track race on the banked outer
cifCwit,

Later, @ race tac women was schedu'ed on tha
farnous “Mountain Circeit™ at Braokiandk w0
called Decausa we raced up the steep banking
Ar one point. It was an sxcitang circait, described
tyy 1he London Times as hazardouws, and this was
the first tene women wers permittad 10 16ce
o0 i 11 had n very fast tricky wirn and a fork
wen roquiring full oraking. Penn Hughes, a
Grard Prix drwer, looned me his 2.3 lie Alfa
Romeo. Such 8 Gar with ite strasght-through
gearbox and super-charger required soma canay
handling, and | feit sad that | could not gat any
practice ot spesd o3 T was bolng run in slowly
e evening before the race, having bisn
averhauled, | had ta start the Sap rac: without
the vital feel of the rack or the car, and discover
braking ponts as | went. | was bock-marker,
gving the figld a s1art. At one pont only did |
lose preciaus time in braking but it cost me the
first place by o whisker, revertheless | had apped
the cowss faster than it had swer been lapped
by any Britizh driver, thus bettering the class
record of Sir Malcoim Campbetl and the over-sll
record of Reymond Mays,

At Shelsley Walgh, the English Inmemational
Hill Climb contast, | was anterad for the women's
Cup in 8 factory MG ‘Megoette' 11 was fast and

rged, & zar thet had bean racd by
George Eyston and the I1allan ace Count Lurani,
and these 1w watl-knawn racing driver shared
the car with me, esch comEetitor rac'n%:ualm
the clock ingly, @nd having two climbs sach.
11 i 3 shart fwisty, tricky efimb, bot we had
some morhing practice. | wan the women's
roaphy and made faster time than sither Georgs
Eystan ar Caunt Lureni

At Cradgauntign in Northern Ireland, another
nibl climd, | was entered in the conteer in & Fraz
Nash omned by & Me Varscoyle, and there | won
the Class Cup from all camers.

My first road 1868 WO in Irgland, the Leinster
Trephy Rece, and | wae the only woman
compatitor. | drove a Gurman Adler and wan.
The car belongsd 10 8 Dublin dealer.

Aston Martin took me ta La Mans as spare
driver, and though no-cre fell cut and | did not
run n the race, my first proctice on the gourso
procuced o lap which wis faster than the fastest
Aston had fapped the pravicus year. | drove the
famous Fraddie Dixan Rilay in tho South African
Grand Prix m 193%, Seing the only entrant
without 8 super-charger | staried last, but hat
possedd sevaral superchargod Maseratis whaes |
bad) t0 1e1irg with engine trouble about halt-way
through the race.

In Sweden as the first and only woman
comperitor In 1952 | clocked faswest lap in
ihe Internetionsl Car Muce & Skacpnak Air Pors,
driving @ Cooper. | was then home tempocan by
from America whers 1'd gone 10 sell sports cars
in 1949, and where | once sgain ploneered on
woodways though this time on four wheels. After
first winning 2 sporiy Caf rece, | was cfocked to
make fastest time at Paim Sarings 0 an MG,
My car had been switched, & graen MG, and | mos
farcsa 1o crive @ red one, Both cars belonged to
the desler tar whnm | wmg miliing cars, and somae



of tha mechanics had gansed ud 10 degrive Me at
the lsxt moment of drving the green car ehich
had been alotied for me by the desior, The red
MG was lighla 10 bragk down, and hatore thar
happarmd atowt hatfuaay through the race | fad
twice overtsken and Bpped the green car. And
that car, 1he one | should have Desn Ofiving, won
the rsce with the tlower driver shonrd! 1t wace
acutely disappointng, byt & man with s:wvery!
PO and 1acing e wihe wis watching me
deive booked me to drive for him in coming
roces, ond it seemed o glorious and longed-for
wish which had at lazx matetiatived, for 1 loved
read-racing, and now | would drive for a siabls!
For John Edsar,

SROTH GoT recing was new 10 Amarica, and the
racing boys wers Organising the race: thamaalves,
The next race was a1 Sants Ana and entry lormas
acrivid ut the: showeoom whars | was selling cars,
I had Bean the oaly womdn racing 30 o and bad
mare than praved my abisty, but the antry form
Ktated “Na Wamen Drivars’

Thera are some csappointments that are
indescribatile ard 1his was one. “Everyone wanmts
1o deve a gaod car”, a friendly machanic said,
how could | expect these proud enthusastc
YOUNg guys Lo le1 me get sveay with i1, And that
was true! Proud, yes! An MG was considered 2
man's car after the big Hoppy American aut)-
mobiles, And Vg alia been lailed st the ather
track afier wirning 8 match race, I'd deleated
Me man wha later won the man s, but hao
Bean rafoied parmiiion 10 run in thit rece That
waas 0t Coerdll Speedway, and My perheipation
nad gven tha organisers, who pudlished 3 motoe
magazing. such big publicity that there was &
huege crowd watching, and the magazine which
had gone broke was sived, | hax! boen @ guest on
avary  tlevsion and  mdio  progamme  in
Hallyaaed. Sut nowhere did | get a penny! Not
that | wanted te be paid for recing.

All thig wny in Califarsia, and the showroom
where | was sslling cars was on the famous
Sumwt Strip in Hollywood. Qur chief customers
were film stars, Clark Gable bang one of my
first, And my fsllow sslesman was Pat Aherpe,
brother of Bren.

Within sox months | wes top salesman as
far & car ssles went, But the job imself was
another “firie™, apart from rocing. Waomen did
not sell cars in Amenca. It was 3 man's job,
But in 184E, ot the first Motar Show afier Waeid
War 2, | was introduced 10 the vice president of
this Hollywood showroom by a praminant
London doalers who was selting lvm new Jaguars,
and tha London doaler {Henby) foe whom 1I'd
once sold cars said “'you should take her back
with you, she's o saerific saleswoman™. The US
dealer oftererd ma the contract on the spor (1o
make an impremson, | think) but then tried 10
get out of . Mowever, |'¢ secured o possage
and sailed, and 1they accepted me and low-kayed
my role. It was Up 10 me to introcuce myself.
I & cuvtomer who locked like & buyer came n
| ded not risk getting o ‘no’ of |, 3 worman, asked
“ean | help you?” . Instesd | would say ** would
you like to =tk to a salesman?” and a5 roon o

they might say “Oh vés please™, I°d say “'that’s
me' and plurge inta detaits of the wngime they
were looking at bafara they could decicle that 2
woman cowldn't msist them,

That wob wos tull of fun and | got on wath
ousiomwes and gveryone | mot like & house an
fire. | sow Hollywood from the inside. We hao
¥l the stws strolling into our shawroam, Gory
Cooper, Elizabeth Taylor, Tary Nartin, Foada,
....... and | was an inwited guest to all the big
television shows., Even Universal Internationyd
arranged to maks a film about my recing, with
Rosalind Russell actng Fay Taylour, | was to
do the rocing and the coast 10 coest publsity
towr preceding the show, and alsa ba techaical
sdvisor. But at the very last momeant whea the
wellknown pgent who had negotiated the story
was to take me 1o the studio to sépn. 1T wes called
off. Even the Story Editor wansn’t told why and
b tried to save i, But somes months fater 3
racing 110ry came out of thot studio, and when
| watchad i1 | saw Most o1 1he ¢ars in the movie
camm Fram my chisf's showrnomn! | had jubilantly
told them afl atout i1 when the negotiations
were going o0 And it 50 happened that my chisf
had made anc was interasted in making moves,
especiafily to have 2 rooirg hilm made, What
trampirnd wae “Johanie Dark™ featuring Tony
Curtis. Whether prejudics had stepped in to kifl
hat wonderful cpportunity, o priceless chance
for 1t wasn't priceloss and would Baw given ma
o financial wcurity | noedsd, 17 pever know,

But 1 had alraedy lett the showroom. Deman-
struting the spartx cax at speed, and aleo
tharpughtirad racng cary, was exhilirating but
| wanted 10 rece and thesw sporty cars Doys hed
baaned me, Soeedway BCing was an altogsther
eParate promonen @ in England, And a3 it v
raw dune an four whewls which Id nowe suit
me IF | could besak into the game. England
Pad tried cars an speedways and | hed held the
tecord for Lendan trecks, But in Americs the
5 were 30 big that throwirg them into the
loose bends would fqure the same
narve and skill 1d nandud far the hikes They
wire catled micge cars but that onty applied
o the small Dodies, The angnas were bigger than
many  aporte cwe, they  wwre  highly  tuned
Offenhausers, 8 smaller wersion of the big
Indianeodiy racing cars. And thay went like &
ot froen s gun!

As with spredway mn England | went to watch
& mesting  end it also looked a3 scaring as
theilling. And as in England 3 trial run sas
refused over and owver Szain, But ot last o repar
shop driver who hed once recesd motorbikes
sareed 1o give me s trial. His ‘midget’ car mas
e faawst in Calitornia, and the trigl 100k plecs
during a race meating. The speocwey reporior
Mare gavi me & 1WErle write-up in “'Speed Sport
News™, the speecway paper, He wrote that he
mought “thers goes one nice gal and & gead car
through the fence', “but when she thraw the
Otfie into a poverside lap after lap | said 10
myself THERE'S A RACE DRIVER” And
with that recommendation | got busy and
advertiyed  In hat notional  speedway  paper.




"I yau want that shot in the asm™, | advertised
"hera it 18", and indicated | was avislabie for
any tepck.

“Crosming e whasls up” N 2 powersiide
with four whesh v no ks thridling anag
spectacular thor with two wheels, and | was the
only women dang i1, | got lour answers
wmking for my wrms, and then 1yped out the best
conditions | could it end offer

The promoter would hive (0 Supply The
racing cor whik | wonld teevel by rail ar plane,
1 would race sgaingt any 109 drover 0 3 best.
of-throorounds match racw, aed %0 maks a
wualifying round & all drivers did, A good car
must be Mered ftom ong of the drivers who
could have the coar thes foe the Other races.
| would get n modecate appescance fee Dut
would he pakl 8 percantage of every exua
thawsand sbowe ayerage thal | draw through
the gate. | would s two o These days ahead
of racing and make myswli avsilable for sy
rachho, television Of Press intdrvisws ananged
by the pramoter, thae Sving the racing good
publicity. In addition | weould derve any town car
made availatie by » dealer, with sign painting to
advertize the macing, and makes 34 FpDasrance
in Wis showroom if desired,

Seattle was the List oty o boak me. | was
given 3 press reception and received by a Sanatar
IWayme Morssl. A fast car was provided tor
racirg. s o signpainted car ftor the atraet,
ond éxtra stands were up for the expecrad
Crowad . It all went sccovding to plan, the stands
were full, and, not readly expected by mysel!,
I managed 10 win a3@nst 0ne of the besr drivers!
And bDelore waving the trueck | wa booked
10 racw gt Portlard where | clocked fastest ap
of the meeting, | was goang 10 80 Americs now
In nowel stylef

Alter bisutiful Dregon | went East, racing
ot such famous stadiums a5 the large Olympec
In Kangss City. Ther, the promoter, a fishing
tackle sasdesman, meekly sccapied that radic el
TV were not interesied In midges car ragang,
anct he drew wry small rowess. | had o snture
him | could enlarge his gate bators he would
book me. i eyes nearly popped out of his heed
wen he timidly took ma o 1he CRS Browd-
casting station and the head brosdeaster thers
Who wos about W broadeast the midday newn
rushed out of his studio, saving he would hurry
up the news and putl e o0 @t the et of it!
There wosn't & spare seat in thet g stedium
when | reced,

Thare was 3 story o ewry oty | visited,
modtly hilsrious but sad in one placs where
the driver, whowe car had bssa hired for me
1o race, shortgned the throttle am 5o that |
ecould mor get full throttie and dicsppointed
Wryong,

I finshed the towr in New York where |
wies Quest on maay TV shows and beat the
panél on their top dhow “What's My Line".
From there | returned to Engand for my father's
desth, and before returning o America raced in
Sweden with the result already mentioned, At
a Afdget Car Mesting In London | defearsd

the Americsn, Spike Rhianda, 10 We surprise,
but 1'd been racing on faster tracks in the US,

The former Australion raoing ace, Frank
Arthur, was now promoting spesdesy cor 18Ging
In Australia. He few me out there anu | raced in
alt the big oties of bath Awstealins and New
Zealnd whem | surpeised him by bDieaking
eeords and defealing 10p male drivers as 1'd done
on & bike two decades earlier! Them ware recorg
crowdds each place | raced, and before returning
1w Ameics | @50 raced in South Africa where an
oll company sponsored a spesdway race in
Johannesburg. The car | had to rxe hod
carbaration troubla, and the two top drivers who
heid the record for the course, and aiso knew
that car, worked on it the night befors the race.
They cured the trouble, and mex: day | broke
their records and wan three ar four races. Their
usistance was indsed sporismarship for they had
wan my capati ity in aractice,

But | paid for my wins in the next state
whers [was rammed off the cowrse, An Indignant
driver said it wai delberately planned and his
indignation sased my disappointment a litthe
for 1'"d beateo him in Johannesharg, it wos
partsmanshep again,

After racing for Freddie Dixon many years
eurfier in South Africa 1I'd fulfilfad 3 contract
wiling cars in Bleamfontein in the Orange Free
State. A race had besn organisad tor stock cars
1 thaeir Brandkop eifeuit and I'd wan the main
wwnnt es1ablishing 3 ecord for the course. Now |
Was 10 race There again but the car | was 10 drive
didn't turn wp. Howswer, 2ne anlrant wes 100
drunk 1o deive his car, a Cadillac, and 1T was
tatled 10 g0 sa. “Whatl”, said the owner, "a
woman 1o drive my beauty?” But he waan’t
00 drunk 1o hawm one mare drink out af the
beautiful cup I'd coptured with hiy car! I'd
workdersd what the wisrd rattiing nolse was as
| ciecled the locse twisty track. It was all his
“emrpties™ in the back!

These races were fun thowegh urimportant
In the auto racing calendar, | meght better have
mantiosed other races in which | took part, such
a5 1he Monte Carlo Rally, the Coppo d'Oro det
Duce (round Italy ard Siciiy road race in which
| deove for Aston Martin, and we wers lying
first in our class when my codriver fell asleep
and wee crashed, all but falling down a revine),
And in exrlier pages | could have Swntioned
another “first’ on motorcycles when | chimbed the
mgged stoep “Hepolite Scac' m Yoerkahire, the
first woman to do 0. Ao such svents as the
Scottish Six Days, the Internstional Six Days,
the Loeds 200, and many cother weilkaown
svents in which | took part snd won cups of
medsls,

But 3 race is @ race as far ac | sn concarmed,
nd | néver tarned down 8 chance 10 compete
beceuse 18 grady was unknown. A race s going
2= fast as possble under given conditions, That
| wais pravented through lack of mongy and 3#so
prejudece froen Compsiing in many ewnis after
takng up car racing. that | would havwe liked
to have had 8 crack at, wos frustrating, especaally
since 1°d proved | coukd go strsight out avd aen



sl chreve wy fast o foster om aay circuit then
the next méan, The notes of = journslint who
died were sent 10 me last week. He hat sathered
post dotails of my racing 10 do 2 story, | had
forgotten just how many times 1'd turned @
fastest Lp in New Zealand on mulorcycs
spcothwayy when till fagling such a nowice! Ore
cutting attached o his notes says that | ook
Nen Zegland by storm, and |1 guwots) - “Al
Monica Park Speedtway on her first time ot
she knocked four-fitths off the fap record and
made best spaed of the night for fou lapy™, Amd
here are one or two 01her quetes he'd collected,
and these through a light on what the motor
papers wers snying of me, inall paragraphs in the
speedway re00rts but af mone SImportsnce Fecing-
wize than the flashy head-lineg articles which
oppoarpd  in  tha daily Presr and  warioed
LNy .-
“Fay has skill, jucgement snd guts which
wighty pir cant of her sxperisnced males
might enwy ™.
"Fay Taylour wes §ood, Always happy and
coafident, an exceptional woman, and
popular with swerybody, having well 2bowe
the averags sbilivy af the men”

T
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“Fay Taylour saens 1o be papulir whorever
she goes, She ‘captured’ the crowed ot
Liveroool lest week by e feawrkess riding
whon the wik beaten by inches In 3 match
race with Keith McKay and rgn home second
to MoKy in the final for the Sitver Armiet,
At Middleshorough she won the Hantcap
and bagaed second place in the Scratch
Ewvent™

This last guote is doted, 11 is from the “Motar
Cyele" of Septromber 131h 1928 at which time |
had only bean racing on the speadway for 3 Taw
wenks with comparatively fow races. The bays
could race 3t 3 the tracks and in &l the ¢#wnn, |
was Jucky 1o @e1 ane race o week Snd mors ofen
than not that would masan only ane o two
rides in @ mateh race. Swrange tracks, for | was
nding here, there and everywihsirg, also seermed
» handicap. | had a0 home hose. Yet my succsss
In Australia, against ssasone] top riders, as the
only rider 1o have gone out there that season
immediately  following their introduction of
the sport 10 Englend, was perheps more
surprising to me than the spectators {opart from
the foct thet it could seem darn cheek that |
hsppentd 0 be & woman). Hezaum shweays
| folt that | could throw my bike sull faster into
the turns with mors recing and xperience.

Fay Taylour

Adelaide, Australia




Thess srerched-out pages deal anly weth
racing, being an SMMPT 10 answer gqueries from
inturested pecpR, epecially concarning
speedway, avd for which resson | snlarged on
how 1 became acquainted with a mator bike
and came to teke up the sport, Detaills of my
personsl lifs waill not e by passed in my tell
story which I'm working on, A publisher toid
me that resders will be # much aterested to
hear pertonal details siach as why | didn't marry
as 10 hear of my racing exploits. And to that
particulyr it 3 quick answar is that Rolling
Sranes Gather no Hushancis!

| have besn = vassbond racer, seging much
of the world in such 8 compigtely novel way,
globa-wrotting from ciate 1o stste and couniry
10 country, that it could indeed ba another
“Hrst.... {tor & fernaw anywayll Only by
racing could | have afforded such trawml, and
anly by racing hoard and pulling record crowds
did 1 get the engogermanty, for the promoters had
10 provicdde me with o car everywhiang

Many phces whene | raced have not besn
recorded in those pegex, such 2 the fantastic
race In Portuguese Esit Africa which was
argansad 10 cointicde with my stop en route
on 0 corge ship, Tharm wad 3 story 1o every
race wherowver it was,

1953 Sydney
Speedway Roval

Passibly | hase not bLewn the most versatilo
of all racing riders and drivers, not as @
journalist might s order 10 say he's trieg ewry
track, but as having raced with suceess on 1tha
following -

MOTORCYCLES: Scrombies, Grams Traok,

Dirt Track, Speedway, Road Roacing, Hill

Climbs, Trials

CARE: Rood Ruing, Track, Spocts Cars,

Hilll Clunbs, Grand  Prix, Ture Trials,

Speedway (Midget carsl, Stock Cars, Jalopy

Facing, and even Dextructiarn  Dorby!

Rellabelity Trials, Moot Carlo Raly. Coppo

a'Oro def Duce {round Italy md Sialy

Hoad Racs)

Mostly | raced "rhorGughbeeds™, The Jalopies
in California were swippad and highly fured,
and | made their prawd ownérs bagh when |
called them “mongrely™, which of courss they
were, But | couldn’t fenist having & o0 if there
were no thoroughbrads aroursd, and | won my
first race in such a “haap™ 100, 81 Gardena near
Los Angtles, In my mcond sttempt at shding
these fas1 but slow-grared monstrosities round
3 locsesurtaced speedway | went through the
fenct, and mot being sufficiontly bruised 10
pass out, the heap was put back on the track,
all bryissd 100 3l hangng together in a
frareame way, and off | wos tlagged for & reatart?
| finished sucond! Such roces were frolics, but
OSrmandied sIrenous oriving skill,




SHOULD WOMEN BE BANNED FROM
SPEEDWAY RACING?

This s @ recurning quistion when women, Hike
mysell in The past, want 10 11y 1his sort of racing,
There appears 10 be  moee  wWOmen's
matarevele cuos nove and | cennot beliews that
the A.015. could bar women from organiliog
their awn speedway metings Thejr ban perhags
relptes oaly Lo ecing with man? How woll | cen
understand & Kean Womsn facse aanting 1o ki
a go? And & loose tennit COWE IS No good tor @
triot oz | found outl Onp must havw access 1o 0
real speadway,

Centingation of the ban against racing with
men |5 undestendabie sinee we are not in the
sane cawgory muscleawize, a8 aiso i the case
with baxing, 1ennis, running wis, And today team
rocing drawe the erowds for the promoters and
fils their prograenme, whils points and monsy
ara all that mutiee 10 the boys.

We are prettise than men, @ | said carfier,
we are mos dalicate, they havwe more muscle,
And, a3 | slyo st thot that wes no doudt the
reason why | Telt such trepidation sach time
| threw my bike into thowe bends! It would 1ake
all my strength 1o control the pawer slido and
ractify a nssty bump whersas & man might
oaly be using half his muscle. But | had the &1,
she kil and the sansitivity thar such loose.
surfaced 186 0g required, perkaps more masitivity
being & woman! But | won't say that | wasn't
2iraid 1o apen the throttle beesuse 1 was! But
| openad it all the seme becawse 1 wos ueh &
exallgnge 3o so fascinating. And | succeeded
in Isoping many of the tracks wheee | racad 36
feést and even faser on occamicrs thas the top
men rocess. And st Wenbley Stadivm Spasdway
in & contest against the clock and five 1op male
repessentatives of their countries | beoks e
lap recoed.

It was decoves | wis a woman tha | was
boaked ta race by some though not all
promoters, and the crowds appeecioted  that
| thiew my bike into the bends like the men,
In thase days we 100K tha Dends in & stream-
linee slida, the loft fag teailing in line with the
tike 10 the back wheel, while our bodies lay
Torward over the longs: wheel based machioe,
It was peeily to watch, and some of us rede
“wite’', some in the middie of the track. Only

one or two duy theur way araund the iride with
bent knee. Match racing betwesen 200 riders vwas
8 eaw-card fedture.  CPersonsdities not Pot
Winners'" (to quote a headline] was what the
spectators wanted, They were happy with a
mere 010 Cemanstaton Dy o levourite ace.
Learning to dive into the bends in a streamlioed
shide was liks lparning to deve into a2 poall

And, s 1 said, ) can urderstand & keen girl
nder wantng 10 try i1, and why shouldn’t ons
be @ Fast ot the game as | was) And if 50 | shouicd
cartainly want to book her for 3 match race
if | were o promotadt But iF 1 were 3 men ider
| would not be happy with a girl sangsde in
o close-formation wam  race with her el
physcal strength, As a spectator I'd be the first
0 sttend an all.woman's spesdway gwn 11
wat 3 regulsr all-male watcher. So_. . eoukdn’t
sponsoeship ba fownd to hire or beild & 1rack)?

ARE THEY AFRAID OF BELITTLING
THE SPORT OR DEFAMING THE SKILL
OF THE BOYS?

Sevaral hooks have baan written aboul Speedwi)
oy oromoters and reporcers who wers very nauct
part of the sport when | was racing.  And ol
trignds who watched me riding as well g youn)
friends Interestad in my background ask me wiy
(ne irdicated ot the beginringl there i ™
mention at 2l in soma ot these books of th
picneeding and unporallelus part | played, and &
othér books not more than & mere mentiol
without detall or credit.

And most “odd" of all, as an old schoo
friend puts 1, = the fact thet a recest boal
calixl “Fitty Goklen Years of Speediway ™ whicl
must surely serve as 3 refarerce ook, does no
meation my fame at all. “One would expec
that the st rider 1o 90 1o Austrdtia an
roprosant  Britigh  sposdways in Intematon
match races just atier Australis had introducs
the spodt (o England  wousd merit menion
And sspeciafly™, sha adds, “when that ridar wa
2 lone woman and returned wins agaiss saasnne
Australian champiors an their noma tracks’".
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| did, yes, cdo axactly that, as ménboned 0
eorliet pwges, md | wos the only rider that
Australian ssaeon 1o pO out there. 11 wal sart
of cheek compared with my limited @xparnance
agoinst o -trmars) But | did confecs that | only
hoped for exhibition rides, See page

Lock of mantion in the boaks is somathing |
connot mmawer | can only feel ssd thas, afrar
putting 0 much etforr into the spors, my
cherahed meord was nuot deemed worthy of
menton, wewcially i 1ha case of ane hook
weitten by o promater far whom | raced and
drawy racord Croweds, all tecorcesd 0 the dmly
paners of the time He shouted my oraise 10 the
skies then and Dooked ma many temes becsuse
| was na stunt 4nd thus 2 "'gate draw™. But no
manton in his bock! Whwn the lirst crowes hed
theitled 10 the seomingly suicdal method of
cieling the tracks dimimished | wos a blesseng far
t could introduce new spectators, and women's
newispaper columny featuredd me as well 38 1he
PO PAGeT.

It happened 100 that | ass responsibie for
the first newspEpsr traphy bemg swardsd o
Spoedway a those early deys. | persupded
Lord Riddell {who was married to s cousin of
my mother) 10 watch my tirst roce which ve at
the Crystal Palocs Lord Reddell was given the
storting flag and asked 10 start the race | was
. Wit 00 | 07", he asked, “Just desp the
$1ag", he was 1okl He literally dropped i1 and
it ficated 1o the ground! He was amazed ot
the erowd, bring grorant of the raw port. ')
must sand my reportess here'', he saxd, and he
donated the NEWS OF THE WORLD TROPHY,

1I'd hoped bs might buy ma a speedway bike
for that Hirst nde had besn aboard my hedvy
tnsts machine #nd 1'd done 8 doubibe sametsault,
havirg bit the father of all bumps, But all he
produced was lunch at the Savoy. Perhsps he
thought It no game for women! Or e hadn’t
taken the hint when | jained him m the stands
atter crashing and explained the unsuitabelity
of the bike, “Are you hurt”, he'd asked, und
seomed wurprised whan 1 sald no. | was, 8 litthe,
but the cromd loved an urhurt exit,

Books on car racing appesr a0 10 have ignared
or soft-pedalled my best effors,

When | waes Speaksr racently at 4 cir olub in
Dorsstshire, the charman, who hac been »
regular sttendant at the old Brooklands track,
drew my attention (0 3 mport in the book
antitled “Brooklands™ which i the influential
history and rafarance book to all races and
drivers on that track (damaged during World
War 2 arc never rebulit].

Yhe repon cancerned My drive on the
"Mountain Cirewit” when wormnes wara parmitted
for the firsT time to récs Oa that particular
courss camidered hazurdous,  On page 7777
I descrsbed that race, when | was unable 10 haw &
fast practice and gt the ‘a0l of the car or coursa
ot spewd, yet clocksd  lap faster up to that
moment than it ha' ey« besn Ioped by sny
Rritish driver - the rocord then having bean hald
by the wreek drver Raymond Mays and the Class

recars by Sir Malcolm Camplxll, | was driving
a 28 Alle Romeo, limred down to 23, It
beiomged 10 Penn Hughes, 2 Grand Pax driver
who had entered ma for the raoe in wivich 1
started last

The repart, which my frieody decibie os
shockingly untair in that it od nat datail o
mention my record lap, gave much emphasis 10
the fact that | made 1w or threw walrsa laps ofter
the  finishing Tlég had  boen  shown and
proncuned that, incocrectly, & “joy riding™ and
# “'disgrace to woman drivers”.

The real fact was that my view ol the
finning fisg had been hlocked by the ‘o8t
geivar | wes sbout ta poss who was obliquely
betwean me and the finshing fleg which wos
shown low on 1he inside of the track while §
wis coming up fast oa the ourside

Next 1o roond | recsived 4 white flag whech
on speedhways inticates “last lap®’, one more Bo
10 ga, hut ot Brock@ods it indsated ace over "
And although I'd baean careful to check the
danger sigrads such a5 “'stop”, “go slow”, "move
over” stc,, which were similor to spescway, |
mterpretsd the white flag o in ipeechway from
forge of habit, mot hoving yet seen the
cheguered flag. Thus | continumd to loo¥ for the
chock flag vl halted. (Onga I'd stapaed racing
wa sacn, when mnoidentally | was oot In fraont
und would haw wont|,

But, unwittirgly, 1'd produced a perlect
opportunity  for  concumaarian by  anyocoe
who eeferrod to ignore the sxplanation. And
that's exactly what the marshals prefecred.
‘It s ‘o de wivre' U splutiered Sar Adgernon
Guinness as | faced bam v the ¢lub ream. “Just
oy rding”, snother rmarshal zaid, refusing to
lisien 10 my sxplonatiarn, Bet when 3 male
drivar later on aiso mussed the tinishing flag, it
wcnived due credencs, gvd, ay the club chairman
1add me, @ flag wor thon shawn at both sefos of
the track, Bur, as another friend sy, how could
| dara 10 have the cheek 1o lap the clrcuit fasrer
tham Sir Maleoln Compbell anxi not ha credited
with jaie d vivre?

The last theng | would hawe done was 10 give
shat  bwautitul car extra work  insentionally
To hine bean loaned it for the raos was delicious.
To bring it back 10 115 owres all-knpoe tant, and
not to ftwask any  Brooklandr ruler  wital,
mpeciaily as | was the “weaker” sex, And whan
did the awmner o the cor ssy whea | came ind
All b said wis, and happedy, “you've deiven my
cae Taster than | ever Have om that Grouit™
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W.IM.A, HISTORY

WAMA, was formed in America in 1950 by
Loukss Sherbyn: the first members to the
Assodation wors Hopo Jones, Gracs Conrad and
Elira Eibling, {You con read more sbout Louise
in the WIMA Personalities section). The ides of
wweh an organisation came to Louies duuring the
Second Warld War when she was coreasponding
with women 2ll over the wortd, The origine airs
of WIMA were 10 promate intemational wnder-
standing and cooperation and to provide 8 pla-
formn for women o get together to share exper-
iancas, prablems and ideas and to encoursge their
involvement in compettions.

When it was first formed WIMA hsd thewe
divisions of mambership in the States, one for
riders, one for pillion passengers snd one for
intareated wormen, By 1952 WIMA groupe had
become established In seven countries. Those
members outside America werc gven 3ssociste
stotur only; thay paid no ‘duwes” and had mo
voting rights,

Hirg I'm afroid the 'facts’ end snd the
gwculation and conjesture start. A motorcycle
ssociation, of whatewer sort, is, by its very
nEtueR, NoT 3 club much geared to the keeping of
detailed recorcs of cates, places numbers &tc.
Thus any atwemot to compile 3 history of such an
arganisation Is frought  with problems, The
following account of the development of WIMA
% doubtiess slightly inacourste &8 most of it is
besed on people’s memores etc. Howuver a3 it is
intended as a souvens booklet and not & lessl
document |'m sure no ong will mind,

| originally starsed out on ths project with a
wview to tracing the growth of WIMA divisions
in @l parts of the world, This however proved 1O
be impossible and | havwe had to concentrate on
the British Divsion and the way in which is hin
svolyed fram being merely a group of individust
having sssociste membership of the American
Division 10 being one of the largest snd mest
sctive WIMA divisions in the workd,

WIMA was tirst hears of on this side of the
Atlantic in 1951, Among the sarly membars were
ida Craw ond Thoroca Wallach, neithes af them
cin recall exactly how they heard of the
Association, exoept that someons in America
contacted them. In thoss dsys membership
simply meant paying 2 nominal subscription and
receiving an occasionsl news shmst from Louise,
who foe a long time ssemed to hold | the oflicss
of the club, This paint can probshly be ssen
more clearly by reading the constisution drawn
up by Louss at WIMA' formation. It is said that
no American can form any sort of Society with-
out lirat sitting down ond drawing up & formal
written constitution, WIMA is no excsption:-

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL MOTOR-
CYCLE ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE | — NAME

This association sholl be &nown a3 the WOMEN'S
INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIA-
TION, for it Fnks togethss mambers from many
countries of the world in & commaon intarest, 19°3
nucleus is the AMERICAN UNIT, repreasentative
of the UNITED STATES OF NORTH
AMERICA. The locsian of the headquarters of
the Asmocistion shall be that of the curront
Inernational President, (Who was from then til
now Lowisel,

ARTICLE I — OBJECT

The object of the Assoociation shall be in the
interest of improving and promoting activities,
poodwill end sportsmanship of women enthu-
siasts in the motoroycle workd,

ARTICLE Il —MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The memberthip shall be comprised
of Unis and their Divisions representing the
various continusnts and countries. Thara shall
be no discrimination of race, cresd or cofouwr,
Section 2. There she!l v » Driver's Class and a
Pazsanger Rider's Class.

A. DRIVER'S CLASS. Membership shall consist
of 4 women who can safely cperste a4 moator:
cycle. It will not be assential to own & MOKOS-
cycls, cancidatas must of of lagel age required
by hur ows community driving laws, She must
possess A driver's licence.

B. PASSENGER'S CLASS. Mambership shall
consist of women who ride &3 passengers or who
are enthusiastically intaessted in some phase of
motorcycling. She Mmust be at least sixtewn ywars

of age.

Secton 3, Candidates mest be of good cheracter,
Section 4, Candfigates must submit their request
for membarship on the provided officis! Mamber.
ship Application form.

Section 5. Moporary Members, Memibers shall
consist of women chosen for their noteworthy
endeaveurs throughout the Tield of motorcyaling.
Section 6. Scooter enthurisets ihall be acoopted
into membership.

ARTICLE IV — OFFICERS

Section 1. Officers shall ba the International and
the Divisional classification,

A. The slected officers shall ba the Imernaticnal
President, Internctionsl Vies Fresdent and the
Divisional Capeains.

B. The appointed cfficers shall be Divisional
Assistant Captairs and other officers deemed
necessary .

C. The Interrational Council of Officers shall
consist of the Founder, Intermaticnal President,
nternational Vice Prasident snd the Division
Captains,

ARTICLE V — DUTIES OF OFFICERS
Section 1 FOUNDER.

The Founder of the Association shall have the
peemarant official power to maintsin all matters
direstly concerning the marsgement of the
Association,



Section 2 INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
Thae cutias of the Internaticny! Precident shall be
to assume general supervision over all mateers of
the entine Association and sne shall sct = foll co-
oparation with tha Foundes She shall act on
Public Relations. She shill peerTorm negotistions
smang Capising of representsd units and 1helr
Divisions. She shall haww powsr ta folfill the
duties of the Captan [Secretary, Trassurar) when
neceossary. She shall hawve power 10 appaint ol
special officers ond special commiriess, She shadl
asume the duties of Chairman of Actiwity, She
shall have the power whon neoded 10 sight
mambsesip cards, She thall presids ower the
Martings desaned in purpose.
Sectien 3 INTERNATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
The duties of the Inernstions! Vice Prendent
sholl be 10 aaist 1he INBnationgl Presgent and
N har ahsence aexume  the dutes of the
Interpatianal Pressdent,
Bection & CAPTAINS
The Captain shall be the main representative of
her Oivision. Al busingss, all legisiature of hee
Davition to be compited by her and sent for
aparoval 1o the Inarnastional President. She shall
preside at all Divikonal mwetings. She must
cormnmunicets with other Divison Captains and
Assistant Caprams andd gssist whenever the need
arises. She shall kesp the stsements of all
businets frarsactians in 3 hoak provided for that
purpesn, report of which must be regulany
repared o the  Internstional  President. A
Captain shal be the Chairman of ber Division
Rally. 5% 1hall sopoint committess for Rady
assistancs ang other Duvisiorst committess. Al
ks in ber Division are retained by hee for use in
her Division nd special use {such as srophies con.
tributsd to other Gilvisions). All duess in her
divizsicn are collegted by her ana peamotly
acknowtedosd with @ membership card, and &
copy of ths Comstitution. A cecord of dues
réceived snd expeaditure mast be recorded by
her aad & copy of the same forwarded 10 the
Inturrational Prosident. Captaine shall send oot
official matters 1o members and receive paymeant
tor same through the Dywsional Treasury unless
voluntardy contributed

She shall collect !l money due to her Division
ordd keap an stérmased sccount Of disbursements
ard club funds in a book provided for tha
purpose. Al appropnate intervals she shall issue
finonciad reports to the Intemational President.
Sha shadl pay all hilks and sign &ll cheques. She
shadl have charge of all fees belonging to her
Dadsion. All books shall be open 10 inspection o
membars and officers &1 3 times. She shall have
the power ta perform other duties assigned or
required of her froem tane 10 time by the Inter
natiooal President and Counc:l of Officers.

Section 5 ASSISTANT CAPTAINS,

Tae duties af the Aguctant Captans vhall b 10
sssist the Caprsin and i b absince asueme
the dutses of the Captain, She does not assume
any exerutive aowee. She is recoenmanded and
sppointed by the cureat Capiain, being first
approynd Ly the International President.

Section 8 COUNCIL OF OFFICERS

The Caurcil of Officers shall have the pawer 1
make rules and regulations for the gowernment ir
any Division as may deem praper. Thay bawve th
Dawer to choose Hanarary Marnbaers,

ARTICLE IV - ELECTION

ARTICLE IV — ELECTION

Secziaon 1. Election of officers, unkss spucifcally
appaincad, shall take place every three years Of
Decomber 15 and officers thall bs instslloc
January 1st.

Sectian 2, Elecnian shadl be by closad ballot.
Secziop 3, Terme of all officers shall be for |
pariad of thraa yodes of until thosr gsuccessor
elected of appointed

Secnan 4, Officers shall be ebgible lor %
wlection

Settian 5, In case of a vacancy in the Council 0
Officers, an atfirmative wote of the réemanin
officars may Jpprove a successor 1o hokd affic
untl 1he ghgton of a successar

Section 6, Actrve membess only shall be per
mitted to hald offics,

Section 7. Homorary Membars shall not b
ol bie 10 vOIE 11 any way,

ARTICLE VI -~ FINANCES.

Section 1, Ragstration fee skl b one dollar o
s equivalent,

Section 2, Arnuid duwes shall be ane dollar or it
aguivalent, The paymurm of dues shall be maed
in advance ard rackongd as dua January st Th
farst year's dues must be the contined s u
therealter only the annual fae On receipt o
Registtation  fee and annud  dues member
became entitled 10 ol righas and priviteges of th
International  Assocation, She will recenw |
membership card, and s odpy of th
Constitutions, Emtierma wnd bedge shall In
furnished at o nominal charge arel will becom
sols property of the membar with the priviiege
of returning her badge if she deswes th
Association and receiving & efund,

Section 3. Doss most be paid within twa manth
of time cpecifind ar membere shall ba considens
not in good standing, A notics shall be gven o
that month end f dues U mrmain anpaid sh
shall be officially remowsd Trom the Mambarshy
Regster. Re-instetement can be made by repay
g the Registration Fae,

Saction 4, Thars shall be no Monotary dues fee
On presentation of these special membershil
cords members shall be sntitled 1o all oights am
privileges  (except dues and  vores) in th
Assdcation,

ARTICLE VIIl — GOVERNMENT

Section 1. The Association it conducted inds
porcleatly of any perganal  interect and
essentially @ members’ club,

Section 2. Al matters shall be decided b
maprity wote,

Section 3. Resignaton of any mamber must I
submitted In writing to the Division Captein,



Secuon &, Exputson of any membor shall e
decidid by the membership a1 & whale A
mamber mey be expelled for musconduct but
charges must Test e made In weiting and the
accuwd mamber be peemitted 3 weitTien intee-
vitw befors the Councl of Officees. Thess
Officers shall take this evidence sod epon 113
findirgs 10 the membershio with a ecommenda-
non that the charges be consdered proven, Each
maombar shall Be permittod 10 cost 0 yore whethes
or not the recommendstion of the Cfficers e
suopted,

ARTICLE IX — AMENDMENTS

Section 1, This carstitution may be amended or
repaaled by the Committes being submitred
In writing to the Chairman of the Courncil of
Officers, I spproved by the Cowncil, # majority
vole will decde the matter,

BYE LAWS

A, International Press Publicay Manager, Editor
and Circulation Manager are options! gosts and
thus appainted.

B8, Duties of the International Prass Publicity
Minagar shall be to handle &ll publecity for
prese services 1o the varseos matorcycle publica
tions throughaut the woeld,

C. Duties of the Editor of the Official Club
Journal (WIMA NEWSI shall o 10 coliecs, com
pile and edit all aums of business interest partain-
ing 10 members (and other women enthusasts)
and forward finished copy o the publisher

0. Duties of the Circulation Manager of WIMA
NEWS shall be oa receival of copies from the
publisher, 10 wrap, addrezs and mall a cogy 10
exch paid member  (ncluding complmentany
cogiesl, She shell keep = record of the mailing
list of each ssue, including the ¢ost of postags
and mailing date, with 2 copy of same  Torwerded
to the International Presicent. She shall b puid
Tor all invalved sxpense.

Neow and potentinl members have no 1ear, this
dreacful dacument fall into disuse (in Brtan
anywary) mimost as soon as it appesrad. The
British Divigion Commistee have now deawn up 8
much more simple and straightfarasred vnrsion
wiveh has yer 1o be racified by 1he membership
at the AGM in September 1980,

For abaut the first twenty years WIMA
retained this hesvy Amrerican domination, with
Lovise strictly a1 the helm, The tone of the
pomatitution sewms 1o be  typescel of the
Associstion andd the wmay in which i1 was run far
the first fifteen yess In many ways WIMA had
boon madsiind on the Motor Maids lsee before
WIMA saction), and much emphasis was placed
pe the WA uniform (no one can recall axactly
what thie wmel and the swaring of the ‘decal’
(badge) or the corret arm otc. | have gleaned
this -~ genergt  imgression  trom  rexcing  the
Associstion’s  mewspapsr, the  WIMA  Neas',
md no1 from the repoarts of any particuler
i, S0 i you sagree [toke all the blame!

The Newslatter is in fact largely responsible
for keeping the organisation together and going.
The Newslutter woas staced i 1964 by o Brsh

Divsion mambar, Bresds Alderson. At that
Bme it 100k the foarm of » quarterly magazine.
Brends would prepare the drafts [from material
wat to her by Louise) mast them 10 Louise, who
would edit and apprave théen and would post
them back to Brenda te type, duplicate, staple
onct seod out! Later the fatter process weis (aken
over by an American mambar who had 4 printing
business. In thase days the entire WIMA member-
thip amounted 10 some 200, but new the Britnh
Division alone  exceods 1hat ligure. As our
Divzion grew, so the linkt with Americo
wookonad, but that is another story,

The best way 10 capture the ‘full flavour’ of
the WIMA scene in Amasican days seems 10 be to
look  through the  earliar Nawslottses, Thoy
seemed 1o be full of priceless little germs similar
0 those encounterad in some of the low brow
womans” magazines ar the "Ounitinies Handbook'
2c, In the Winter of 1967 the following
NOEMONIC appeared .-

WHAT WIMA (INTERNATIONAL)
MEANS TO YOU

I — INTEREST in motarcyeting.

— NICETY af wipning tropies from other

countrias.

— TOPS the mmarcyeling ssort  for

ladies.

— EVERY membsr can sare

activities, compatition and fon,

REASONAEBLE o for ak,

— NEVER any discrirmnation of any

sort,

= ACQUAINTANCE with sty enthu.

siasts throughowt the world,

-~ TYRIALS, (lies, Road Runs, Mote.
Cross, Field Events, Ssaurch Soms, Fox
Hunts, Orienzation Runs, Group Tours,
Special Awards and Honars, @ wasiety
contosts and miany more gvonts make
fun activities,

I — IS slways ready to turther the sport of

motarcycling.

0O — DMLY organisstion of its kind in the

workd,

NEWS snd business and social matters

of the omgansation published quarterly

inour oven WIMA NEWS publicstion

A — ALL year round snjoyment, not just

for & Tew months ¢! The year

L — LADIES mambarship only,

Lowisa seamed 10 Aew taker her insprration
from the Gl Guides, or & similir ootfit and via
the mediem of the News Loattw she fmguently
cojouls members (0 pRrLCipate in PBee  Iatest
‘Project’. In the Winter ‘71/Spring ‘72 adition the
feliowing plea appoars:

“BUTTONS NEEDED

HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN to sead a button,
& fewe 0r Mmoew, 10 haip the Amencon-Comadian
Divison atorng an their Button Project? It wae
hoped & picture could be made of buttons
from all or many of the countries reprasented
in WIMA. Thare i etill tima to help. Suroly
everyone mast have some butions 1o danate.
Buttom must be flat and cokored.”

in the

- > 23 M ~ 2
|



In 8 prisioss edition there wan menton of 3
smilar 'Apron Project’. For this members wern
ancouraged 10 Wnd in aprons from all over the
worldl | newer cowd discover what happered 10
all of thess buttons, aproes and other aricies 0
frequantly requested, The giving and receiving of
various ussdess objects among members all over
the warkd seems to be 4 recurfant theme in many
:l’ t:» News Letters, Again from the Winser 1967
ton:-

“In August 1967 » purcel muched me (Louise)
from Lida , Coechoslovakia,
contained & Desutiful ghass vase, This vase s
shaped like a toll goblet, n lowely shade of
pumie colowr with 3 clear crystal 11em snd
etchad with gold lettating |, ., . . the vase alio
has a design of a Fttle motarcyels etchad in
gold, A very beautilul vase!

MAGAZINES, ANYONE?

Ceptain, Audrey Henderson, New Zealand,
has reguarly been supplying me (Lovise) with
tha 'New Zealand Women's Mome Journal'
and mecently a copy of the N.Z, Road
Safery’, all so enjoysbls meding. Anyooe
wishing tha copies {after I've read them) may
have 1tham by writing to me.”

It was alio the custom to have o round up of the
post curds received by the President:-

“Gloria Barnett (England|, Glora's pontcsd
from the leke of Man is a very interesting cad
displaying endividual photos of TT winners
and machines as well o5 relating the history of
the TT. Her huibaed 1ok her and their fittle
deughter Naotalle, 1o the races and they &l hd
2 graned time,

Meigs Steudel (Germany). Helga sends her
best wishes 10 3l mambers, She had 2 busy
summer of racing which she says hasn't besn
good. Six peetty scares of the countryside
appear oo her card.”

In gach edition the post cird Iummary seemed to
occcupy about two pages. The other reguisr
features Included n hxt of ‘Clippings' sent to
Louise, concerning the sclivities of various mam.
bars. The customsry hieh, match, despatch
column wos nlee very muoch in evidonce.
Contributions mads 10 WIMA_ in the form of
Louise, were a#s0 canfully enumerated in each
oditicn. Theso rangec from the mundane, Typing
paper, stamped acdressed envelopes, money sic,
10 thi ex0tic, such as:-

CONTRIBUTIONS

Audiey Menderson (N.Z] 2 scanic pillow tops
1 scenic tablecloth.

Fay McConn (US.A.l postage stamps for
president’s use.

One seems 10 foem  the  impresson  that
romewhere WIMA posessss 3 large collection of
aprons, buttons, glasses, 1 and other
iwens,

The main difference betwsen WIMA now and
ther Jies primarily in its ceganisation, In the ety
days, really up until the 1970%, it was run,
organised and everything by One parson, Louise.
While in many ways this was admirable, it 8lso
had its drawbacks. Quite clearly them was too
much work for one person and Louse seems 1O
have spent a lot of time &pologsing for not
gotting things done in time efc,

By 1970 sha was beginning to delegate a little
moare, but 2l assistants were carefully chosen
ond appointed by har and, in theory at least,
grerything hed 10 be approved by her, as set
gown in the Constitution. In 1970 she repars:.

“SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
To improwe the progress and cooperatson
affecting the langusge situstion between
officers and members in some reprasanted
countries it har becomea nacessary 1o mapoint
Assistant Captsing. In the Continentsl Divi-
sion Britt-ingér Fetterscn has scodpted the
past for in Sweden anly and Akda Cirovegres
# an Asmsistant Captain in [taly only. Assistant
Captains arw helpers to their Captans and
what gver matters they have are brought 10
the attention of 1eir Captain. They have no
EXeCUtIive poveer,”

In many ways this strict control by one person
fod to the break up of WIMA Into its Divisions
which now seem to  hsve doveloped as
anamoLs units having, a1 Times, hittle formal
contect between them.,

Louise was enidently wry Impressed by &
wnarl lwernout of rider and machine and 3 Claan
ond healthy public image, In the late 1860
when the spate of "Hells Angeis’ movies startéd 10
appear she odopts 10nes of horrorand Culrage,
mot just egainst the films but mare especially
pecause some of them dared o include women
riders] For some whils she expressed conoern
jeast some of these brazen hussies should attemp!
10 join the ranks of WIMA, forturatedy none an
ecorded as having done so. The News Letten
frequently carried photos of properly sttired
members:«

“Betow (2 photo is thown) Pattie Carpenter
San Bernardino, California, coptures firw
ptize trophy for best sppeariog rider st the
Sitver Eagies Silver Cup Hatly, Santz Maria
Patti's riding gorment s & MOLS green Jank
white ¢ofor harmonising with the whin
mother af pearl color of hee Kawasakl 350
with ite grean and yellow fourdeaf clove

tank M'"

Pattie s shown standing smertly to attentior
besde her maching,

The WIMA activities sround this tme It
America corsistsd of the usual small hous
patherings, camping weekends #1c, and one oven
which caussd me rmwch puzziemert. Poker Runs



“hest weors occasionally reported s having taken
ilace, or announced to be about to teke placs
it there was no mention of what they were!
finding the answor was not ey, but bare € e

\ POKER RUN, A scorc route is mepped out,
ach entrant his o route card, with chack points
1 various stages. At each control 1the participants
ick up 3 playing card, Whan the tour is com-
leted the riders retuen to Dase, the competitor
nith the best poker hand wns a prize, Can any-
ne think of how to plsy Bike Bingo? Thare
g aven tom2 ‘Double Poker Rums' mantionsd,
I oleave you 10 work thet out for yourself,

Comrpetitions see always an impartant festurs
1 any motorcycke club snd WIMA is no except-
wm. On josning, wil rew mambers would receive

list of activities for which points would be
wardded, the member with the highest points was
ligible for the WIMA High Paints Trophy (for
wny yeors this was won by British member
tary Dudgon, unmtil she stopped sntering it).

'WIMA ACTIVITIES

'he following swards which meambers all over the
sorid can enter and are highly treasured by
IMA members. If you don't keep a disry,
hen 2 small notebook will help.

‘rophie Awarded for:-

fIMA HIGH POINT Oriver Trophy All WIMA
Mrivers.

fIMA HIGH POINT Passanger Trophy All WIMA

assengers

:‘flfl‘ﬁA HIGH POINT Officer Trophy ANl WIMA
RS

fIMA HIGH POINT Newoomer Trophy WIMA

hort Term Members

(IMA HIGH POINT Enthussst Trophy WIMA

lon-Riders

VIMA POINTS REQUIREMENTS

WCTIVITY Points
Awarded

aying Dues on Tima 5

Wotaining New Members (each) 10

Jowining WIMA Newe Adverts

Commercial) 10

taining WIMA New Subscriptions

Noa-Members) 10

uzzie ar Guiz in WIMA News

Internatioral Edition] 10

lippings 1o the Editor 2

irticles to WIMA News {International)

ot over 500 worts 5

‘narribution 10 WIMA (Awards, Gifrs,

taney etc, Over $1,00) 10

\rrending any AMosorcycle Club Mesting

#w placa'dats) 5

articipating in Matorcycle Event

WIMA or other) 5

sirting @ WINA Officar {give date

nd purpase} 5

\eooenplishing an Achievement

pive date and placs) 5

hoing 8 Good Deed 1o Arauss Interest

dote and place) 2

Each letter, cardt or photo 10 8 member

or officer

Each photo to Editor acceptable to

WIMA News 2
Pleasure Trip on Motorcycle, at lezst

200 miles and not counting to motorcycle

ovents

Your activity report must De 480t 10 the [ater
natonal President within 10 days after closing.

These points wets for International Awards
only and ware in additicn 10 any swards mads by
the various Divesions to their members, In 1871
another award, the Cinderella Trophy, wes added
to this impressive list. This Trophy vesm to be
awarded mnnuaily @ the “WIMA member for
continued atempts and consant effort to the
couse who never yel goined recognition. This
trophy can be won only once by a member,”
This award was donsted by Tharess Wallach.

Up until the sarly 1970's the awarding of
thess prizes wos well recorded, then they started
to @il off, This was not bacause people were not
#ntering but because they wore not being
swarded, Clearly things had got tao much for
Louiss Howsver before the decline set in the
American Division managed to the most
smazing celebrations for WIMA’s 20th Birthday
in 1970, Hers is 8 report of the event held in
New York in September of that year =

THE BIG EVENT
W.LM.A. 20th
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Septambar 11th—12th New Yark.

“Qur President looksd wonderful bahind the
birthday cxks with ae many s twenty nationgyl
flags of the countries mepressated in s Womens
International Motorcychk Association, Louise was
dressad in her WIMA blue unitorm with colour-
ful insignia on her left sleeve. Seated at Mer right
end (uft side respectively weore Vics-President
Theress Wallach, who had ridden her 8SA
Royal Star 650 miles from Chicago  and
Amurican-Caradian  Divissan  Captain  Faye
Rickart who had ridden 83 pesseage with her
husband, Martin, on thair big Harley Davidson
from Neacville. Pioneer rider Mrs. Fay MeConn
sat at one end of the top table, and pionesr Mrs,
Maty James ot the other end, she hod come mare
than 2000 miles from Pale Alte. They muds
everyone feel proud of the spirit of WIMA,

“The tables joined like 3 T ana |ooked vary
protty by condielight. The intersm moments
befare dinrer 2t the colonlal Senaca Manor
were fun, Louise hed arra amusing contests
with & prize for sach winnor. The first ws a
door prize contrituted by Capt. Audroy
Henderson of New Zgaland, The wnner was
Marlam Meyar, The prite was an owal picture
frame with scenic picturs, from cirved samples
of local woods so polished that the texture snd
grain and colours showsd ciearly Nature's work
of art, Next was a coin contest far the gantlemen
guests, There were 347 cents in the jer donated



by Louise sni the nomest gusss was by Me, Bil
Jomes, and he won 1he coing, Some coins were
then remayid from the jar by Bill anc women
ware goven thp opportunity for @ guen. Louise
guessed the closest byt she passed on the prize
of 2 silver pin, donatsd by Waedy Hides, New
Zealand, to Melody

"Scon members Got 10 know each other =
of they hisd met belorg,

“VicePresident Therss Walseh and Capt,
Faye Rickert opaned the pra-dinner anpounce:
ments with 8 $ncee apaecGalon message on
behalf of ali WIMA members for what Louise
had done Tor WIMA owr thoso 20 years. Louise
then el the grestings and congratulations
received  froem 8l over the warld, Captan
Moursen Willss 0! the British Division sert,
from hor many membars, & Wery pratty card
wishing many more years under the WIMA
Banngr and @ successful Anniversary meeting,
with 3 lowvely trophky eriving later. All the New
Zesland  members  individually sent @ocd
wishes  Sritt-lngar Pertersen of Sweden  and
many other méambers had writien previous'y
Ior the occasion,

“From Capada came gesetngs from Ew
White and her busband Ron. On behaif of the
Canadian Motorcycle Assooaton, FRon  aed
Eve extended to Loulse Honorary Life Member.
ship ta this Amociation, in spprecistion Of bar
work for women matorcyclist  through the
yoars. Louise is well known susrywhare for bar
many sccomplshments, hee devotion and her
eflorts 10 place the pleasures and prvileges on a
high level in 1he motarcyeling spors for women
anthisaats,

“Now came the momem of predicament,
Whars wis the Bather albumn? First of all « what
was tha leather album? Caprain Eflen Pleiffer,
Germany, suggested & [ong 1wne 290 2 presenta-
tion 10 Louss and it should be a collection of
persanal coatributions as a token of gratitude
from al! WIMA members. Captain Maureen anc
hr Division in Graat Brisain jained the German
propect and with the help of Anke Eve Kimme!
{Intemational Press Cowrespondant] with her
uxcnlsnt knowlodae of English, the word got
rount. At the time for the presentabon this
fabulaux album bag not arrived, but it was
deciddod 10 tell Loulse about i1 anyway.

“Surprise gifts placed on the wble besids
wach olate ¥apt us in sespense As each little
box wat wvarapped there was great delight
awr the British made silver spoon bearing 2 gold
coloured engraving o @ motaecyle rider. The
SpOONS ware given by Louise in appreciation of
woch arme’s menbership. LAl members in the
Armarican-Canadian Division and  other WINA
officery ware included 10 receive a spoan on the
accaman!,

Thas i1 was time and we were ready 10
snjoy our dinnér. The menu consisted of a choce
of Baked ebicken or broiled ham steak, tossed
areen saiad, string beans, french fried potatoes,
hot freshly baked bread, cotfew, ice cream and
cake, Lintle blue papsr cups 1dled wieh mints
and nuns, so Kindly donated by Betty, siso were

delicious,

“As Vico-Prasident | | Theresa) had  the
honour 10 propose the Wwast 1o Louise. The coke
cutting ceremony lallawed, The tiered cake, ioed
in white, red and blue jooked so very besutiful
it was 3 paty 10 o2t it, Ploneer sider, Mary James,
removed the first flag and picked Great Britain
and Belgum, a0 (BOUENTS WenT aut 10 ThDse
mwmbers, Pianesr rider Foay MeCann putiod out
the Hogs of France, Canada and Spain and ow
hearty weire with our members ower  there
Captain Fays remawd the fagd of Wales, Alstra
lie and Ciecholsiovakia and our thoughis went
to theae members bkewise WSriam picked ow
Germsny, Seit2iriand and then Sweden with
mulual blessings Batty gently ok the Hog
of New Zealend, Deomerh and Scotlend owl
of the red roses and long sugar and expressed
e hope that it was that way for our member
in those countries, Malody wok off flags of
Finland, Holland and East Germany and held
them in her hand and thaeghs in her heaa. I
waut now my tum end | emoved the flag ol
Auntria andd taly, The Amerizan flag remained
@5 0 Cenlre plecs ower the insignia of our WIMA
Chesrs went up # Louis nmowed the Stars and
Stripes and peeread the cake, She then spoke of
her grateluinsss of gwryone's coapsration in the
succesz of the WIMA @nd & thaak you to alf

“Nex| came another grest surprise. Eveny
member asttesciing the fextivites was preasntec
with an award as follows:-

1910 Plonser Mader Plague 1o Fay MeConn
1915 Pioneer Rider Plague 10 Mary Jamag
Idonated by Lowise Sherbyn)

1926 Poaer Awder Plague 1o Therese Wallooh
Idonated by Britith Division)

Marit Trophy 10 Theresa Wallach

Mant Traphy to Faye Rckont

(danated by Amencan-Canadian Dwision)
Sarvice Trophy to Betty Seaman

(donated by Amencan.Cinadlan Division]
Good Sportsmanshin Trophy to  Mariam
Moyer {donated by American-Cansdian Divi:
uan)

The Canadian Trophy to Theresa Wallach
(donated by Eve White Canada)

The Amarican Traphy o Wilma Hasse
{donated by American<Canadian Divison|
Yaun Member Traphy o Melody Williard
|donated by Louna Sherbyn|

Speciad Presentations 1o International
Provdert Louoe Sherbyn

Honarary  Lite Membarship of Canadian
Matercycle Amociaton,

WIMA Album presented by the WIMA 1o Louse

“It has bean & woodartul Saturday evening!
But the big #weet sctually started the prevou!
day. Travel-wesry members gathered on the
rivergide lawwn in the beaautiful garden a2 the homa
of Mr. and Mre. George Sherbyn, in nics warmv
weather, Ouwocor barbecued hot-dogs and <
peonic mble of good food o o nice summe
svening for thase who arrwved in the day time
Some members arrived long after dork and the
great distances were responsibie for the late hour



"By ones #nd twos we had come, Now the
process was reversed, each departed on the long
track home, some left on Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday, None of us will over be sbile to thank
Louise enough for the memory of this ‘whoopes’
that is ours farever. As the man on the moon
soicd, *Ono small s2op. . . . one great step’, and
this is what the weeksad of 11th — 12th Seprem-
ber meant to WIMA."

I tha same edition of the News Letter there
is @ long note of thanks from Louise; of the
formal ceistrations she says:-

“This memorable occasion was the highlight
of my entire motoreycling life. There have besn
many heppy times and they hove been countless,
but sometemes one can actuslly select the
happiest moemant of all and this was It — making
other woman matareyeling eathusisets happy oo
with the success of joinirg togethers thair interest
in  motoreyeling into #n internationsl
organisation and making it posible for 3 cele-
bration in every Division of WIMA in different
parts o the work 1o honour our 20 years
wopether..........

"I am indeed very proud of the WIMA and of
every member for upholding owr principles (nto
making WIMA the fise organisation it is today,
May it always coatinue to be that wiy. Thank
you gveryone.”

Thera then follows » long apology for the
gelyy in gatting the News Letter out etc. On a
prighter note (1 b3 alsa reporiod that Themsa
Wallsch had published 8 book entitied “Easy
Motoreycie Riding” which i an excallent riding
envd roctine malntenance manual still avasilable

todksy.

THE GROWTH OF WIMA

No History of saything is ever compiete
without a tist of facts and figures of some sore,
this Booklat is no axception, Fortunateély | was
wnable to find too many lists of numbers, but
491 10 show | 1ried here are some:-

MEMBERSHIP OF WIMA.

1968

American-Canidian 15

Britain En

Germany 2

Hest of Europe 18
Australin/MNow Zealand a
COUNTRY 1969 1972
Amaric 15 60
Canada 3 3
Britain Gl S8
W, Germany 22 18
E. Germany 2 2
Denmark ] 1
Belglum 3 3
Holland 2 2
Switzorland 2 1
Austria 1 1
Crecholsovakia 2 2
France 2 8
Spain 1 )

Auvstralin 3 2
Naw Zealard 3 3
Sweden 20
Iaty 6
Finland 5

in no way caa | vouch for the accurscy of
these figures, they were mwrely coliectod fram
the Nows Letters that were available,

News Lettor Cover [Amevican intarnations!
Edition) 1976

VNI 1955
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THE BRITISH DIVISION

At the start of this sachion | stated that WIMA
was  largely controfed and domingted fom
America up unul the 1970%, although in many
ways thie was s0 11 did not s10p the Britah Diwe-
sion arranging s own SCTWities, Qving awards
end hanng s own entity, In lact wihen the
Americen Divition started 10 deching and suen tha
News Latter stopped from 12731876, the Britizh
Division managed to produce tamporary oditions
in addition to (ts own repular Sulletns.

There were British members of WIMA in the
warly 1950, a1 which time memberthip
consisted mostly of paying a fee and recemwing a
News Letter, Tha first WIMA Rally in England 13
recorded at havirg takes place in 1858 and was
organised by the then Captan, Muriel Scott,
About eight members antended. Muriel wes not
wiacied, she was appointed by Louise and the
infcemation about the rally had to go to
members via Louse, 30 i1 i hardly surpessing that
little vas dong, In 1964 the American Interna.
tioraf  News  Letter was  started  so the
communication probiom loasesed. By the late
1960 a simple News Sheat was baing printed
and sent aut by Caprain Maurasn Wilils || beleve
sha oig it all in her funeh hour at work)! This
simple Innavation grobably did more far the
gewlopment o1 the British Divition  than
anythirg alwa, at it maant 1hat it was no longar
necassary ta rely on America and rews and views
could be passed quickly Dotween members. It is
avicant That soon after this ewn the Amercan
News Leter showed strong signs of Sritish
Dominazion!

In 1968 several important events ok place;
first Moursen Willis made a ‘WIMA Banoer”
whigh oould bo displayed ot rallios and serwve as
an advert far WIMA, the Associstion &s0 warned
that it could atvact some  mighty  fuany
mombars! In the News Lotter 0f that year the
iollowang lstter sppesred:-

“It is good to be & member of an Aszociation

Ske WIMA. e My oOther  (nteresty

inclede judo so | con tangie with = man both

on ar off amotorcycle!™ Else Swinfield.

Thece ssomod something add aboat 1his mem
ber, so the brave Connie Combrick decided to
investigate; she followed ‘Elsie’ home one day
and was not surprted to digcover that Flewe'
was a man!

Although this incident was rather trivial and
‘Elge’ had rewver caumd any Bother to the
Associstion or 10 sny of its memmben, Maureen
decdoed that from then on WIMA would keep o
ow profile. This policy of keeping WIMA svents
‘wecret” and generally baing highly cautious sbout
publicity et1c. hos remained very much the rule
until the pas: couple of yeors, but now the
Association is larger and stronger and feels less
under thweat.

In 1963 the membership was sufficiently
organised and committed to affiliste to the BMF.
Jean Sutton was i1s delegote for o number of
years until membership became too costly and
members felt it was not worth 1. Around this

76

tiene WIMA in Enghand seemed 10 be very aclive
and serious. The Nows Letter of that yeat camies
o report of a Ladies’ Race held at Cadwell Park,
wrilten by lrene McWisansy, This was the firs
race since the War with an entirely femaks entry,
Thw pross desoribed i1 wariousty as “Hisory
Maxing”, "Glamour Spectacle”, and “Powder
Putt Grang Prix” . Tares WIMA members, Hilary
Musson, Stella Clark and Jsan Sutton took part,
This event prompted some discuston atiout
women racing and Sheila Wyon investigated the
roaron behind 1he Dhan on women f&sing in the
TT. She found owt that:.

“The rogulatans for the TT racas (nsist that
drivery shall be male :enom betwaan 18 ahm:
55 yesrs old, but they go on 1o =y tha
pon:noen must 3ls0 be between 18 and 65 —
ne mention of wee. 11 is perdsctly DK,
therefore for # charioteer 10 have 3 famaie
passenger.”

In fact there Naw been .dnum. of n?men
passengers in the TT lspace does not permit me
to list them hare) and i 1962 Beryl Swain, des-
oribed as » Loodon housewile, raced on tom.
Afser than woman were banned altogether until
1978 whan WINMA member Hilaty Musson {see
WIMA persarelites) hod o g0

The rext man turning pont for the British
Division was the intreduction, o 1973, of 1
own migular manthly News Letter. This was
under Csptain Shaila  Whittingham. Although
these news MITars were longer than e bulleting
put oot by Mawean they still retainad 3 pertonal
quality with sach member receiving 4 copy with
et oan Name hand written on L About this
time many mara esents starset 10 appear
including & rathar wnusual oOne, & 'Krucker
Flinging” contesz teld a1 the annuel Rally. It
can only be descrited a5 2 good iaugh, The ida
was that osch entrant stood at the top of a hill
and attempied tn throw the knickers (long knee-
langth bloomers) is far a5 possible down the
hall! In practice they had tried it on the Har, but
the result was rat 10 good. |1 wae Jso reparted
that the male competitars ‘cheated’ by serewing
up the garment into 3 tght boll 30 that they
travelind further! Not ar all erckett

In 1975 Sheila attempred to dedgate some
of the running of WIMA by sattng up & sysiem
of Amistant Coptaing within the British Divssion,
She appointad for the North West, Norh East,
South West, the Midlands, the South and
Soatiand, but no oae couk! ba found for Viales.
This wdea, however didn’t really work, fNIMA i
POl large enough to be run on werritariel grounce
and the role of theis Assistant Captsing was un-
ckar. The sysiem was abendoned in 1977,

n 1870, when Anne Cale took over &5
Captain, she too decided to delegate some of the
Association's work, She did it in twrms of jobs
and appointed Jesn Cox s Badge Secratary and
Clare Boyles # Assistant News Lerter Editor/
typist. This system of sharing the responsibility
and the work load MsnwgmvmtototmahQ,
democraticslly alecind committee in 1877, This
COMMEtMmens 1o sharing and consultation sterm



0 Do the Koy to the comparativg success of the
British Divigion, In 1980 the final Link with the
origingl WINA seems to have Deen broken, The
Sritish Division Commilles WIOse Its own ruiss
ant constitution which i 10 be voted on by the
membership at the AGM in Sepiember 1950

| snall now (axe you hrough some of the
na:n avents reportedd i the first few sditions
at the Sriuish Divsion News Lertter

WIMA Rally heldd in Navth Wales 1568 anganised
oy Madrewsr Willie, who iy about 0o hawe hor cake
and syt !

1973

Moy The Anrunl Rally was haid
members attended

Jure — Mestings wera hid durag TT week.

huly B membecr atrandod a WIMA/NIMRA
Aally Jane Cresswell and hee boylrenc gained
630 points = the Natioeal Rally for o GoMd
Award

August Joyce Smith niports abaut her new
105 wr 8 “Tourism Pilot’ i Stratford oo Avon. She
had to ride around sl day on & Vespa 80 showing
visitors to places on intergst. Her wsual mount
wias 8 S390cs Honda,

An advert from a man!!! appeéscsd, A certam Jum
Storey plocsd 8n 8. 0 maet & lady motorcycle
enthusast, This wtter produced no end of corras
pondence. | shall desd with that later

October It \was e British Diwision’s tum
supply the sward for the WIMA High Points
Trophy, The Deyon Rally was well attended by
mambers, Linda Bick won the Lacdkes Award,
Deosrober Subscrintion sst at 75p! Hlary
Packer won & Silvar Medal in the Round Britain
Bally on & 200¢e Yamaha, Jeas Sut1an was voted
Member of the Year, This was the fint tume such
an award wat mela. Thae rophy was donated by
Jang Cresvenll

n Edale, 21

By 18974 the News Lettse had grown from 2
two-page hand oyt 12 samething resembling &
magazine. The British Divisicn scorted 10 prosent
|15 own awards in addition to those organned by
American WIMA, There were two main Masons
for this, Firsty there Pad been ao American
News  Leter for 1873 and letters wwitien (o
Loute went usanswersd, s0 the Beitish Division
theided 1o carry on anywdy, Seécondly no
Amenican Awards had Lesn given out that year,
0 10 start with our own Anerds were insteod of
the American ones. Aftar thar mast Divisions
topk the presenting of Aweeds Into ther own
hancks, with Americs, nonsinally ot leset,
awarding the Migh Poirts Trophy each yeoor.

Arcund thes turs theme seemed to De emerng-
ing & new ampharis ancd azsocistion dontity, It
was stated in the News Léttar that all svents
organséd in U name of WIMA must be Open 10
ALL mombers and that they rmust be pubdished
o the News Letise Prior 1o this anyone wshing
to arTangs & mesling hac simgxy contacted her
triervis or other members it her area, Much of
th emphasis  continued to be on  rally
attendancy, sithough it wos 2l reported thet
Linda Bick was lsaving On 161h February to ride
1o South Africs and that Phyllis Baker was racing
a 250cc Ducsti in cluts eévents ot Snettwrion



In May 1974 still more ties with Americs
verre cutl. Members decded to pay membership
fees 1o the Britith Division as it had been s0 long
sirce they had heard fram the other side of the
Atlantic. In many cass membership fees had
been pawl and nothing mturned, In June the
British Division included en Intérnacional Neows
Page in its monthly lerter, This carmed news of
Agnes Acker, from France, racing ot the
Nurhorgring, & note that the South African
Division now had 11 members and that the
membenship in Swnden had increased to 20, This
pdition was circulgted 1o mambers in America
arndd Eurcpe In an attempt to repair the bresk up
of the internationd notuee of the Associstion

WIMA was changing In other way: toa, it
was coming out into the open. An Sich, 8 very
patrasising one, obout the Aszocintion appaarid
in ‘Motorcycle News' in June. This same publics-
tion also startsd o i of articles calied ‘Bike
Birds' in which a number of WIMA mambsrs
were featured. This move was applauded in our
News Latter. Some members alsio managed %0
gain publicity for WIMA through intervisws with
their focal paper. Or Waman's Megazines,

In June it vis epocied that Louise Sherbyn
was no longer able 10 continug with tha News
Lettet and that Brenda Alderson mould take aver
temporarily, In the fint such  sdition she
published & copy of 1he WIMA Constitution for
the bhengfit of new mambers,

At the end of 1975 Anne Gale took over as
Captain of the British Division. By then the
weg, had 10 go up 1o £2 3 year, The number and
varnety of events moressed rapidly and the 201h
Anniversary was celebrated with 8 Rally at
Wolvay Villa Farm near Coventry

In 1976 mn ococssionpl wedition of the
American Intemational News Lettar starsed to
swopear, both the cover and style had changed.
It was looking far moro amatsorish, The design
of our cover has been the subject of both change
ano contraversy. When times ware hard it simply
had no covar at afl

For the benefit of the néwer members 2
sample of same of the covers is shown hers, The
1977 ‘Lody Bicer’ one cacsd the most protest
and war soon dropped, Others objected to the
title page showing & Kewasaki and folt It thould
be 3 Britssh motarcyeia!l Howewer |1t has now
gane full crels and the cover simply thows the
WIMA smblum and has the non-contraversial
viths af 'WIMA Naws'

Myuramn WNs, Lify Roorm ot of at WIMA Rally
in Yorkshim 1967,

A Hapny Group 1987 Yorkshire




BRITISH DIVISION CAPTAINS

The rode of Dvisionsl Captesn has alweys boen a
crucial one. Untit the Committes was formed In
1977 the Coptain had 10 ke a3l the responsi
bility for all aspects of her Division. Hor role
would include making poficy decisions, executing
them, planning, oOrganising snd running the
Annual Rally, writing, tyging, dupbzating and
distrubating the News Letter, addrass lsts etc.
kesping a8l club records, liasing with other Divi
shors and othor clubs, the pres e Evon with
the assistance of 8 commiltes the bulk of the
responsibiity, and of course blame, lies famly
with the Captain. In WIMA &t has adasys been
the Captain who had it within har power to make
or bresk the Association, | have been urable to
compile & comphete list of the Captains of the
Division, but 50 far as | know the list below is
carmect -

CAPTAIN DATES

Muriel Scort Circa 1958

Linda Richarckan 1964.1965 (she k& since
disappearad without tracs),

Maureen Willis

1;: April 1965 — March
1973
Sheila Whittinpham m1975h 1873 « Decemby

Bronda AMderson  Jenuary/FMeorusry 1978
Anng Gals February 1996 — Current
Captan

MEMBEREHIP FIGURES

Theto ore st beat unrolable and based on the
memory of the Captains as few formal recorcs
were sver kapt,

1973 7%
1974 B4
1978 210
1977 15
1978 223
1979 20

M they reflect aoything these figuies show 3
sart of anrwal average because from time 1o time
the membershp would incresse dramaticaily, tor
exompls after & mambership deiww, but few such
membars woulkd rejoin or play &n actave part 1n
the Associatian,

in 1975 a roport on WIMA wes carried in
Bike' magazire and poor Mauresn was munds-
oo with over 200 Miters of enquiry! Sadly few
of tha writers Jined and only a very small
percentage re-joined, 1t s probably for this
teason that even today WIMA doss not spend
100 much of its time on ‘sdvertising’. However
we are now fortunate snough 10 have 3 journafist
membar, Annie Briggs, who hat & regular
‘womens page’ in 'Matocr Cycle Weskly' and in
any caw the existerce and activities of WIMA
wam to be fairly widaly known armong the world
of sericus motoreyclists,

RALLIES AND AWARDS

Eoch yooar o8 Division smambers are invited
anter for the Annuad Awsrds. These &8 of the
uswal variaty and are iisied hame:-

Miloage Award — For the rider with the highest
annusl mileage,

Milage Under 200cc — As ltor sbowe, bat for
smalier machines. |1 s proposad 2 alter the limit
10 1260c.

Passenger Minge — As show for pillion riders,
Jumior Passsogsr Milage — As above for Junior
members,

Membmrs Met — For The mamber who meets the
muost other meenbers sach year. The idea of this
award was O SnNcoursge M , It s now
proposed 10 changs the title 1o WIMA Meetings
Attandect” for obvicus reasons.

Sports Award — Donated by Gilly Bennett for
the rider who does best in any branch of motor-
cycle sport,

Member of the Yesr — Donated by Jane
Crasswall, This is for any member who In the
opinion of her comrades has either done some-
thing autstandirg in the fisld of riotorcycle sport
or something outstanding to furthes the cavee of
WIMA.

MEMBERS OF THE YEAR

This Awsrd was first made in 1973 to Jomn
Sutton for the grest courage and determinaticn
in returming to motoreycling atter a sarious rosd
socident in which she lost har log. (Seo WIMA
Personalities section|,

1873 Jean Surten

1974 Linds Bick

1975 Elaing Young
1976 Shails Whittingham
1877 Arvne Gale

1878 Heather MeGregor

This asard can only be made oncs to any
member, The reasans why thess members wers
chosen can be found by resding about them in
the next secton.

4',‘

WIMA (Britieh Divsion) Chnstmas Cerd 1978,



RALLIES

In Comemon with most metomycle clukx WIMA
quickly established o tradition of annual raliies,
at which the usual sitly snd Sri0us COMPRTITIONS
were held and prizes swaeded, Oncn again | am
unable to furnsh 3 complete Ist, byt what |
knowe | nowy pass 00 1O yOu-

1956 Ampthill Park Gedfordshing
1954185 Dowedale, Dartiysnhirg
1986 North Walse

1987 Hackness, Yorkshire
1988/89 North Wales

1970 Wertton, Derbyshirs

1971 Unknown

1972 Wolvey, Warwickshire
1973174 Edale, Derdyshire

1975 Wolvey, Warwickshire

1976 North Walses

197278719 Wolvey, Warwckshire

Usually these rallies take tha form of &
camping weekend with the use of & room, Barn,
hall ar public house for o prize civing and socual
on Saurday ewening. The main Award presenied
at the rally is abmays the Lily Room Loes
Distanee Award, ths is given 10 the member who
hés trawelied the furthest 10 attend the raliy.

™

4 Wamon 5 Mtematonal Mogsr-Cycle Azsociaman
o A —

Tns Deden

DAFFODIL MEETING n YORKSHIRE
ORGANISED BY SHEILA WHITTINGHAM
Left te Right: June Buley [(Bradtord, Yorks)
Dot Quihen [Accringron Lamcs) Joan Flecchar
(Bodtor: Lancy) Swodry Bowden  (Rochaalo,
Yorks] Sheila Vvittinghayrr (Rochdafe, Lancy)
Bacbave Wywte [Uverston, Lake District) Margary
Price (Kolghley Yorks)] Audrey  Phatey
(Brambatl, Cheshire)

The photograph . teken outside the groundy of
Kaewack Mall,
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CONTROVERCY

| should hate anyone to thaak that all in WIMA
it amoath and rurs liXe clock-work. 1t does not,
As with any 'group of peopie thara has abways
beer much difierence of openion o & wide range
of momingly unlikaly 10pics. Thive ha: bedn
much debate, via the News Letier, at gatheriegs,
o teiephones, in lesters and in heads an subjects
o diverse as the mambership of WIMA aod the
role of the News Letter, ta helmets, bike size and
#Hortion! The naturs ond Inteniity of these
debates seem 1o deepen and increase in almost
direct relation to the increass in the number of

members and the activities undertaken in the
namw of WINAL | {0l that these cebatos show
2 haalfthy cewvelopmant of the Assocation; others
I know will gisagree,

In the qerly days tha mood was very much
one of corstant praise and congratulation which
smemed to  reflect 3 cermain  degree  of
comolacency, Let me |Hwstrare how this has

In 1973 when & man ploced an pdvert for o
woman motorcycls enthusiast in the News
Latr, it wes applauded, of no1 cammanted
on, Just two yaurs luter shen @ dimifae lerter
appeared, the letters exprassing disgust and
cutrage continuedd for many months, These
ware, of course, countarad by those wha falt
that the News Letar was suitable far placing
such ads.

The fact that oriticisms and comements sbout the
runnéng of the dub wearn baing voiced o the
News Letter would seem to indicate @ greater
degree of involvement and group identty among
the members, Also In 1875, whan the new title
‘M’ began to appear, another debate got under
way. Soma wolcomad this now form of addrass,
othars felt it 1o be trivial and 5o an, On the whole
WIMA seems 10 be rather conservative whes it
comac 10 moving with tha tmes, Mmost membars
are still addressed as ‘Mirs’ or 'Miss® when in fact
‘Ms' would be 3 great ceal simpler,

The thema, of men, and what, If anything,
to do abaut them has become a regular stopgap
when there s nothing else 10 argue sbout. At
present the situation is that men may not Secome
members of WEMA, but that they are able to
atend WIMA meenngs, raflies, gatherings sic.
and to enter the competitions st the discretion
of the crganiser who always has the rnight to
refuse admasion 10 enyons, If an event is to be
closed to members only then it must be clexly
swated when 1t 15 announced. A populsr feature
af the Annual Raly i always the Maens Obstacie
Roce ond prizes are pwarded sach yesr to non-
merrbers in all of the svents,

Basically oll of the debstes have one msin
theme, what is WIMAZ or Whst should WIMA
t? 11 woulld De impossible fOr wwwiyorns 0
agree t0 the answers 10 both of thess questions,
Despite thess disagreesmants the Sst of owenis
pablished in the News Lettar gets longer every
woar and they all seem 10 be well attended, OF
course, 35 with any organsation, there are those
wha are sa eritical that thoy leave. It & shwaye

Interasting (0 hear the views of thoss who left
bucausw they were deeatisfied, Hore are the
comments of one member who left in 1977

1 Teel it IWINA) realy has nothing to do
walilr e, YOU ) B o8 wormaen, nd | am o8
matoreyclist, | rede to work every day, |
race & Sidecar cuthin, bow oad racing and
grass rack, ) bave @ Qo At wials, [ go tounng
abroad on & motoreye, | hawe actad a5 an
official at many trigls, But as far a5 § can see
WIMA has nothieg o do with this"

In many ways her comments sre not1 un-
raasomable, but they e 8 long way from the
truth, There e 4 lew dctive members who
participats in matorcycle spart, but in the main
WIMA ssems to bs o raily and touring club.
Tha @wma critsicm could, I'm sure abso be
lowwliod at many male motoroycie olubs.

Another recent arrival on the WIMA wens
15 e Chirity Support Mur, This was started o
year 10 maise money for the Guide Dogs for the
Blingd Association, The idea woas that membes
woulkd obitsin sponsosship for the miles they
travelled to the rally site. This year the chasity
is the Joan Sseley Pain Belief Memorial Truss.
The Chaity Support hor oo sdded another
seord 1o the WIMA liss. The Chairty Liaison
Officer, Lesley Jareis, donated » trophy for
the mumber wha collects the most money for
the charity. Last yeoar it was awarded to Audrey
Fhusey, ususlly famous for her ability to sefl
raffle tickets ot the annual mally.

The sory of WIMA Began with o Constite:
100 and this saems 10 De § G00d vy to Finisb,
The ok Constitotion had inlten into disuse such
@ long time 30 that many of the members Telt
itowas high time that WIMA in Britan put aset
firmly on in test and Tormalised i3 position,
Ths was done last year, when, in Oc¢taber the
Committes et for & working weekerdd 10 redralt
an up 1o date and workable set aof rules and
policy. This Constitution has not yet been
ratified aad e 20 bo discussed at tho AGHM in
September 1980, where it might indesd be com-
platsly throven out, In 18ct it only statas the way
in which WIMA s séready being run,

Whars WIMA will g0 froem hew iy snybody’s
guass, Dut it carmainly sgemm 1 be hete 10 stay
8 an impariant slement in the motarcyeling
cena,



The main ways in whch WINA has changsd
auer the years are that it has grown,
its horizons, axtmcad e iphere OF intecest, has
becoms mare demacralic ang repasantatoe of
the aveosgs [smale motorevclist. The emphass on
the inermaticasl aspect it increesing, with 1he
Britiah Dorsion seeming 10 emerge a3 the currerm
Inwenstional lpadars, A1 prasgnt the member-
ship af this divsion includes women living in
Wasr Afrca, Holland, Franto and Gormany.
Hecently letters hawve been received from mem-
bers of the Amencan secton, which used 1o be
known a5 the International Divison, requesting
the British Dwison to 1ake up tha rale of Inter-
national  Lieson, This mauer 100 will be
dascussnd 31 tha AGM. Whstew! 1he outzome at
eithar of thesa two Issues turns out 10 be | feel
oevtaen that the motorcyeling world wid be
hegring & 1ot more of WIMA in the fulre,

WOMENS INTERNATIONAL
MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION ~ BRITISH DIVISION

1. The Awociaton shall be kadwn a5 WIMA,
1GE).

2. Aims of the Association
The purpcse of 1o ASSOCEtos 15 10 3updarn
and promate the cport al moteccyeling
ANONG women,

3 Mesbersho
| Mambecship shall consist of waman who
ndg, who e passencars, o who are
in Wme apect of molarcycling, with no
MARIAGLON ON KHR, nanceality oF Somicile.
Il Members uncer 16 yeas of age shall be
Known a3 Juankar Members, who will pay
reduced subscription and receive reduced
Bensfit,

A4 Subserptions
These shaf be paid amually to the appro-
praste - mermnbership  officer,  anit  rvaseaed
annualy at the AGM In spacial ceses 3
reduced fer may be allowed and spphcastion
for sarme should L8 Sirected 1 e Captain,
All such apphcations well b traated in strict
confidence. Should the occason arse whan
s membet's circummtonces chunge wharely
she com afford the full fee, she should then
pay accordingly. Should any infarmation
Bocoms svailably which contradicts the mam.
ober's reasons far lower annusl subscriplion,
the facts wilf be faid bitors the Committes,
with the ssc! membuer praseet.

AMambers mining aftr midyear pay 50% of
the Tue 10 the and of thin year.

Failure to remit subscriptions by the end of
Januzry In ey year incurs exclusicn antll
payment is made

ANt SUDSCrpLons due a5 a1 Y5t January.

5 WILNA. Regalia

Thin  shall
members

remain the property of the

& W.LMA, Propeny

Otfice squipment, tlag, albums erc., sholl
roman the property of the Assccwation, and
will ba tha rasponsibility of the Commitiee.

7. Honorary Membarship

This can be bastowad at the disoreran of the
Commirtee, and proposals for  such
membhershap shall be brought to 1he stention
of The Committee, Such membershio shall be
retaired for life and such membas will e
entitledt 1o full membership rights,

B Fwenis
Evary event orgamsed n the name of
VOILM.A. IGB! mest be snnounced v 1he
Newslettar,

Ewnrs can be organssed by amy mamber, and
members shoulkd be oncouraged te Oeganse
=vpnts, The arganaing member of o WINMA,
maenng may cecide for harselt whether or
not nonaembers of any description shail, or
shall nat, be allowed to tske part in all, or any
part of that meeting

Events shall not be publiced outsxde the
Newsletier without the permissian of the
Commuitiee

9. Annual Ratly
Maotters relating to the Annual Rally will be
discussad ot the AGAL, but finol docisions
will rest with the Commitize.
The Rally will be argansed by the Captain
and Fally Cammittee.

10 Annual Awards
Thuse will be as follows:-
Annusl Mileage, Avnusl Mileags Uinder
200ce, Annusl Paisenger Mileope, W.IMA
Events Awttanded, Jumnior  Mileaga, Sparfrk
Trophy and Mombar of the Year,

11.Cluls Orginisation  and  Adminmtration
Committes
With the éxzaption of the Caprain s Naes-
IRitar Distriator, who shall seew 160 & mini-
mium of threw and twa yoers respectively (tha
15 10 ensure the cantinuity of the Associaian,
this shafl e elycted arviuadly at the AGH and
shall comprize the following officurs
Captain, Trogsurar, Badge Secmtary, Nows.
latrer Oistributor, 2 Assistant  Newsietier
Distributors, Charity Liaison Oftlices, 2 Subs
Editors, and a Subszitute Officer, who will be
calded UpON to serve It an elected Commitiss
membar resipns.
The Committee shall consist of ten members.
Function of the Committes,
General organsstion and management of 1he
Asaciation shall b e responsdiility of 1he
Cammittee wheeh shall smcetl ot least twice &
yaar,
The Committer may invite peotessionral
advisors 0N sPecialist subjocis 10 assist the
Comraittee o 3 consultative capacity
The guoruem small consst of 50% ol the
Commirtee.
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Committes membere ars Obaged 1o attersd
moetings, and onfy the lollowing specilied
rexsons vall be acesoted 10 nua-aitsrdancy -
. llesss
b, Sergawemmnt
€, MNursing Matber
d. Accidem
Agenda
Arry ey fur & Commitiss Mesiing shall be
submited 1o any Commities member.
The Commiteg will meke decisions for and
on hiahall o the Assaciatiaon.
All mernbiérs are eligible for neelection
Dacinions 4t Commettes Mestings shall be by
simple majarity, the Captain havwng 2 casting
wole

12 Exaulsions
Ary member who brings 188 Association s
disepute shall be loble to expulsion. Grounds
for complaint shall  be submited 10 the
Committee for ciscussion 1o the first Mstancs.
The member shafl have the right of sppeal in
RGN Or in wribing (o the AGH.

13 Neawsletter
Thes #all be called the WINA, News, and
thall be publighed monthly and datributed 10
membsars. The Editor and Sub Edtors resene
thi right 10 feect mteeial,
Na liability can be accepred 10 supply boack
COPINS OF Heralnttars 1O any member,
Miembars - wha  INCur  BXpenssy  in the
Association’s  Intaresty ey anply 10 the
Committes for reimbursemaent. Raceints must
be forwarded,

14 Arnnuad General Meeting
The Chairman shall be elected ot the AGM
Ly thy rmombery, ondd shall not be o serving
COmmitiee member,
Members unabile to attend the AGM shall be
givent the sppocturity 10 submit proposals
in wriling to the Csptain ot least one week
PO 1 e AGHM,
Copisx of the Agurda el be aunilably o ol
members peice to the AGM.
The AGM shal! De heid ot the Annust Mally
an @ tists 10 be decidad by 1he Commettee,
The Anrugl Repart for the pravicus year will
ba available ut the AGM,
Ths purpose Of the AGM 35 to determane the
maiar policies Of the Asscciation,
Uniges atherwise stated, proposals will be
carried by a simple majority vote. A decsion
10 vote by balior must be formally propossd
and sscondad ot the moeting
The Captain shisll have & sscond or casting
vom
Any chargne ta the Comstitution must b
propowd theough the Newsletter and will te
discuswd gt voisd an ot the AGM.
Anne Gale, Clare Boyles, Milary Stanssracsk ),
Frinces Fopley, Lesvy Jarvs, Jane Crossivell,

Hilary Cloga,
Bth Ociober, 1879

November 1879 « Audmy Phasdy [Lady Aadrey)
Recoiving her teaphy “Oharity Chavnoion ™ for
collecting most monwy, in e WIMA spontored
run, Ior the Guide Dogs foe the Blind Asocuation,




Evary oores Favourite Graooy!
Lily Room ar WIMA Ralley 1879 Wolvey
Coventry,




SECTION THREE
W.LM,A. IN OTHER COUNTRIES

For simple reasons of geography and 1he
cammunication problem thic con cause much af
the material in the booklet so for has been
cancemed with the story of WIMA 0 Britan
and Amarica. This wes net my intenation when
| started the proect, it i simply that mformetion
trom other parts OF the world was wery hard 1o
come by

In an attempt to try W rEctify this omssion
| hoave sdoed thn shart ssctson about the
activities of WIMA i other counirigs, Just
because you read hittle of the athar devisions
here don't oot the impression that sothing ele
is going on. To sl members of 1he Association
the ‘I in WIMA it of the utmest impartance and
there are potive groups im a1 losst twenty dive
countrigs. | anly wsh | could 181 you #ll bout
them here,

SOUTH AFRICA (Current Captain:
Gill Boting).

WIMA in South Africa was started n 1971
with Lil Collerr being the first member and
founder 0f the Assodation In South Alfrca.
Lil managed 1o faoruil ning mambers hy 1973
and tha figure ramained unchanged urtil 1976,

In 1976 Claudie Hiles tcok ower the tak
of Captain snd WIMA went from strength 10
steangtsh, Claudie and her hushand  Rodnaey
bhove bLeen kesn motorcyclists  wings  ther
univariity days and later in 1976 had the most
neautiful bike wedding, with Caude nding a
white BMW. At the momant Radney ix bulding
a sidecar for the BMW 50 that their two chilkdren
can become motGecycets from an early age.
Claudia soon foond that the rale of motherhood
took wp rether & Mot of time and in 1978 Gl
Boting ok owr the job of Copusin for the
Division,

To dite June 1979) they hawe close on
100 members soresd throughout the country,
As Scuth Africs is 30 large they hawe some
difficulty in organising rides and outings etc, but
all of thy members do their best 10 attensd the
annual Buffalo Rally, which & by far the biggest
m the country, Last year (1978) the rally
stiruciod soma 4 500 bLikers from il over the
country, thres of WIMA'S Bhodesian members
traveiied 2000 kms to attend the Ralty. The
South African Diveeon alviys hive thar WIMA
banner flying high at the Rally end they al 1ry
te o=t together far & chat, This year (1972)
Gilt pans to get all the gids together 1o & beaak-
fast. 1t is also hoped 10 organse 3 propaer WIMA
Hally loter in the year in g location faicly central
for everyone 10 attend. If this goes shead it will
be the first ever WIMA Rally in South Africa

The South African Davision bas four News-
iy dach year and has annesl competiticns,
the man one being the “Long Distance Award™,
the trophy for this awerd wor donated by Lil
Coflett and o currently haeld by Claudhe Hiles,
the previous holder being Jeany Chariton of
Rhockesia,

Gilt says of the Dividon “although  oure
membership & smatl, | can honestly say that our
mambers w2 proud ol bsosging 10 WIMA.
| rocantly recoived o silver plors wath tho words
'Gill, » tokan of sppeaciation from all the WIMA
girls of South Africa’, This makes me proud 1o
b Captain of our Dwgian™

WIMA CONTINENTAL DIVISION

Printedd for annusl! Rally
in Cmchoslovakia 1979



Continmnial Davision

Ihe folkowing account of the hissory and
activitme nf the Cantinenti! Divsion has besn
written by Agaas Ackor (Captain of the French
Oiwsion),

Women and Motorcyeles (hy Aones Acker).

Young women with long hair, praceful young
women, a few robust ang tough wamen in (Neir
filtioe - wearing walt.fithing leathers ar shiny
‘Barbours' - thay hawve a career, some Miaw
chidrgn; ey are o 1o1ally unconcerned about
differsncm o &0, natianakity o status. They
oll have e passon - motorcyching!

Woman hawe had a place i morargyslng for
any ten yews o $0, thanks to some socl
prejudicss being sbandoned and the intreduction
of lightweight and mare tefiobie mothines; but
far many yers before that, in the face of public
opnion, ond with difficult machinery, wemes
hove had motoroycher at tha cente of thoir Sver
Motoreycists of bygone days and modern
amazons, they all meet in WIMA  Womens
International Motoroycls Assseistion, lounced
in 1950 by Loulse Sherbyn, an Amorican. It
was  brought to Europe n 1958 by Ellen
Preiffer from Germany) and only grew slowly
W Frange Isee chart at the end of this articlal,

The general deveiopment of mOtorgyces bed
10 an increie in the Assooation's membershio
sround 1974, This wes particulsrly naticeable
in Germany, however, the ncrmmie sexms 10
stop around 1975, At the moment the
Contirental WIMA is made up of 66% Germans,
12% Franch, 9% Swits, 5% Englesh, 4K Ausirian,
2% Swedish and Finnish and 2% Cazechs and
East Germans., The bikes they rige are as follows:
32% Honda, 28% BMW, 18% Suruki, 7% Docaty,
5% MZ, 3% Moto Guzii, Only 5% of the
machines are balow 250ce, 55% are from 250c:
to 55000 and 405, sen Tram 580ce 10 1000cc.

On thy whole the French girls rice the sisaller
machines; for ecoaamic reasons? Dr doss o
reflect & more honest and modes! emperament,
not wanting 1o show off or to impeass? Or simply
becsuse the Franch girks are smaller than the
aversga? The piliars of the Franch b, Agnes
Ackor (360 Yamahal, Ninse Stiegler 1250 MZ),
Maryvonne Roiso (400/4  Honds) have for
some years n0w Deen reinforcsd by Tew Dlotd’:
Agnes Walesa, always oo the road with her
12%:zc Monds, Clare Faure {600 BMW), who has
just returned from a lonely trek rosnd Ewope,
including  Houngary, Czechosiowskas,  East
Germany and Poland, much to the despar of
her corngunian Christion, Mario-Cheatine Dodin
and her charming M2 outfit, the Doutfiagues
sisters and thair imposing BMW, Yannck Marzin
arnd 550c: Honda with fairing, And last, but not
beast, Ywite Gadear de Chailisvitte who was the
first WINA member n France, in 1958, She
often cames 1o viat Agnss with her husbsnd,
Marc, and their two children,

n

Woman's Ewents! headed by Germany but
France 3 nat atraid!

Cwry ywar 1he Contimuntal Division mesic
‘o a week dutng the sumiree in a Europssn
country, tanging fram around the polar Grele
10 beyond the ‘icon curtain’, bringng anxisty
amongst (he populations curnous, a5 wiell a3
wary, of thess wid wamen on thesr motar:
ks Thoy must surely Be dinty and of doubtiul
moraliay! To help pass the time prasantly
motorcycle svants ae oganimd, cowering fouwr
aitforant areas: -

13 Trial. Thas is an avent divided ap into sections
with obyervers and specal tests, Pastioularly
wectaculy in the last three years: the Savoy
fin the Franch Alps), in Wales anct ot Pusek
i Comchostovedin. Amoeng the Dot wos the
French girl Maryvoane Rassn, Among the kst
enthusiastic, Agnes Ackar! The Gymkiam,
pausily 4 Wit of dexteity and balance, brings
together all the ciassics of he ‘gerre’, slaloms
Detwean Cones, on gran, undel Lars, in s brook,
ower tyret ardd 2 seesaw, ¢1C,

2] Tests of Orientation and Time Trials of a
nunded  Kilometres o S0 with  official asd
wecrit  contrals. Particularly scenic in 1977
when it |oined Meribel 1o the Col de 'lseran,
part of route being betwaren wolls of snow
some flive metres hagh, Having o greatws
expacience of this kind of terrain the Franch
gitly wew hugpy n those avanis, whare they
usually shing, Some varigtions on this type of
1risl arai- The Min Rally where each girl makes
up her own routo throagh places whosse name
tegire with the fetter of 8 chosn word (ie 1he
letters of the word WIMA), and has to collect
the stwrr of a garage or affice in esch place to
show her passage there, The winner is tha one
with the shartest rouss, v Chineie Rally w @
wind of game whord, with the heip of a sienplified
diagram of gli coad junctons oa the route, one
st fired Qni's say oves & Guupl of dozen miles
across woadk, through villsges, fatmyards etc,

3| Speed Tasts. During the 1960°s thess used
10 take place on the Nurburgrivg, Hockenhmm
and Zandwoort circuits, and in 1870 a hill climb
was organised ar the Col dis Crox. Howewer,
With the iscreasing numbes of women taking
part, these road events hive become 100 difficult
1o Grganise 300 have Deen replaced by hill climbis
on dirs roeds in Finland and Esgland, or simply
by scceleration tests Over approximarely
meires amidst the fOar of engines and generad
oxciteTMnt .

41 Tests of Applied and Theomstical Mochanics!
Knowledge where ane neods 1o know 1hn
workings of the twostroke and lourstroke
engine, and the various technical charoctesistics
ot the diffgrent makes. Competitarn came fo 3
ginding halt whan confronted by the Koreadler
Korm-Westhaim machine bidge (logol and the
ghotographs of tha Semples, Ural ard Vostok
motorcyeles. Another test w 1har ot ‘Mystery
Sags' {honil 01t Qui mal ¥ pensel, where one hin
10 idomtify, by toucking alone. the contents of
twanty hittle seaked bags. Thay contain sech
items @8 SOk links, brake peds, cam followers,



scrawa, Distan rings otc Particuintly ln‘.t'h‘t"lr'q
are the practical testsiin Francs the girls "1,’
to repasr famid much hilarity} the bikes wihvich
hod beon tampsred with by their male frae
In Finland they had te remove aba
taks spart and rebuild & carburet o e
the hraka shoss on a Pancaia Tha was all 0o
against the clock,

The mechanical tesrs are mauch apprecated
hy the Frunch g+ls who simply lowe theoretical
guistions whire they always come amongst the
109, i parncular Agnes Woless in Walkes m
1978, Dne must say that, professionally speaking,
the Franch represent the intellectusl slement
of WINA since many ol them hold the rable
peatfession of teacher, which, o5 everyone knows,
means 3 kot of holidays)

It 13 notceobie that most of thes owoes
igrare sarmae roads and the headiness of 45
degres bends. A goodd smply road is 100 ditticul
1o 'll’\l‘}. 3 (03l CIrCUIt 15 100 sxpentove 10 hure
and the draconian safety roles maks sven the
mest fervent organiser wthddrsw, 50 they Iry 1o
maka up an sand, gravel, mod, in thunder storms
andd lashing rain, all thete conditions being
classitizd unaer “virtle" and which do not dwisr
the WRAA girls, hawever far they haree to go,

After all the events and tests, the best in oll
catsgories is crowned 'Madem WINMA® for 1the
vear, As the German Qirls hawe the grestes
number in WINMA this ttle has gone to 3 Geaman
in 1975, 78 ond 79. In 1976 and 77 the Englith
wan it lrule Beitannial and in 1974 it was wan
by the French girl Maryvonne Rosso. Howeswver,
the French gris regularly come batwoon recond
and titth place

nes,
refi & tyre,
grc check

In the Sprirg o! 1978 thears wos an exclusiwiy
Frarch WIMA meeting in the Vosges, amedst
snow and mud, A Tew local girls were there
and Maryvonne and Clare who had travmiled dor,
Anoiher  French WIMA mesting is plansed
for June 1980 n 1he Alps
A Fantastic Atmaosphorn qaudible, whan the
GNGings arg runming o when the whols crowd is
coutled up Megheg a1 somrw poke jususily that
ol & Englithmas), but a=a 3 psychological
welloeing, whatever avil IONGguUes My s&y: no
crticiums, no walOusies, N0 Guarrels, Ev")"_f||_l
ko thay sach of us prectises her favourite
sport 1o the maximien, time, money and
tenporament Leing taken Iy scoount, The
lecky ones ride wp and down 1the ald anid new
gantinents clocking up over a hundred thousand
Kilometres; they Take part in eompatitiarn (five
of the members enter and do well in time trials).
In Germany Ellen attempted the Liege-Canres:
Liege endurance test in 1978, just lke 1he
mamnstays of WIMA in the fifties and =ixtes.
Julistre Stemer won 2 Gold Medal in the Canres:
Ceneva-Cannes endurance trial, Lida Abrahamovs,
test rider for JAWAJCZ won a gold medal in the
Internastionad Six Days Trial. Helga Steuel, of
Exst Germany, s a champéon on har 125c¢
machine, Others use their bikes 10 go to wark,
tahe the kids 1w school, da the shooping, go
across telds and woods, They would sl delend
to the last their matorcycles snd the way of
life thay represent

WIMA FRANCE
THE LEADERS



There ace, of couess, differances of opimion
among the girly sbout whuthir of P01 man should
be allowed to attend WIMA Rallies, These
differencies  natmnthstending, the whole ol
WIMA In one picord lanch = kean @ar 10 1he
sound of a scresming twoStioxe O 18 desp
of n fowatrcks, Than any
misunderstandings are  guekly
relegated into ablivion. Wnat will the fuaute
ho&17 In spite of rew legsiation, wWOeh seems
ta o manst the further development of
motoreycke, WIMA will stand firms, it has seen
warss!

Thank you, Agnes, and Bonne Routs ard
Boane Chance 10 WIMA France for many more
VRIS 10 Conre,

The Contnentsl Divisson of WIMA = less of on
organied Association than its Britsh counterpas,
it has no ragular Nowslottors o small gatherog
However it his an aanual rally 1o which memben
from 3l ower Eurcpe Hock. Tha raliy uscally
lssty &4 whole week and encompasses n wicke
variesty  of riding competitiora and  socl
acnwvities. The fiest such rally weis Held in Hollang
n July 1958 The follawing 15 an nccount af the
event repranted from ‘Dos Motorad™.

“It was 1he Dutch who hit upon the dee of
organlsing a matorcycls rally for women  and
wiat o suggestion if turned out 1o bel

Fivwo trophis, donsted by Louise Sharbyn,
sicod prowdly in  the boarding house in
Schevenitgen, whers the ning girks who nad come
for the first Eurcpean WINA meting, we'e
staying. About fiftsen gerls hod said they wens
comeng, from Hollgrnd, France, Swihzeriand,
Germany, England, Austris and Crechoslowaiia,
Unfortunstely, the Crech girl was nat given an
exit visa, neither was the warman fram Easet
Germany!

The nine who did attend wers!-

Mrr Jopy Daijssmn Dinter fram Rijwijk on
2 Veloostts Vanom 500,

Mry Jenny Steanbeckewvan Dinter from The
Hague on 8 Jewa 350,

M Willy Paboo-Liebers from  Amsterdam
on o Puch 150;

My Han ClavanSeider from Sclswenitgen on
a Jawa 260

Miss Ellen Wetzig froen Frankfurt ana Horex
Heyident 350,

Miss Ankefva Goldman fom Weshagen on
& BAMW RES £00:;

Miss Marteen Liustr fram Mannhaim on o @MW
RE§1/2 500 with sidecsr;

Mrs Juliette Steingf fraom Yverdon  {Sentz-
srland) on 2 BMW BE0 500;

Miis Barbaro Batt om Sedidge |England} an
an AJS 16 MS 350,

Jopy was the initinter of the rally. Sha s
trying 1o sat up a European section of WIMA
With rogular mesfings &l compstitions, Jemny
® hor younger sitter. Thair father (Pie1 van
Dinter] used 1o race 0n sandtracks in the 1930%.
The whoie Dinter family, including the sons-in-
Lo, it toradly mad sbout motoreyelas,

Han 15 in her lores and the mother of 1w
fearsagh  childean and acied 36 hostess 10 the
roliigsts.  All 1he particicants stayed in her
pamding house, which alo acted es the Hond-
ausrters loer some of the awents, Juliette is a
well-knawn  matorcyclest  and  ralilest  n
Swotzeriend.

Barbas, who always had & cgérena In her
mouth, had kit home two yors previously, to do
o short toer an hes AJS, from Canada 10
Colifornin, thea an to Texsy and Moxico,
retuming 10 Texas and tirally 1o New York and
book. Abaut 27,000 in five months, At the and
of her juurney she hid no money left and w0
appeosched an airling company for & fres flight
for hersett g her A3S. Three doys later sha
rozeived o frée tickst! She went to Holland for
the Hally

AnkeEva, wha had only besn nding 1o &
vear, arrved @ Tow days later. She is 3 Teacher
ard couid pot ger away any earfier, She wes
riding the hesvest machine but managed it wry
well. Martsen roda her fatbwr's crogs-country
vedooar. She i eoly sixtean yesrs ald.

The Nt competition was on July 15th - a
el 9t Aruheim on 125¢cc DKWi. This proved
gewut fun and producsd = claar win for Elfen
fram Frankfurt. Ellen hay been riding for yearg
bom on and off ross (remembier her from the
Harax rally whers the dhd 400km in one week?),
Barbara was second in har wanderful English
Trials style

The next COmMPAtmOn Was an onentierng
run SBecauss of confusion over lenguages the
wsual descriptive taxt  was abandoned far a
picture book appraach devised by the Dutch,
It was pouring with ran but as undauntad
Bacbora won the event ahaad of the expermaced
Dutch geds, Jopy, Willy and Jenay,

On the 1Bth, o braking and acceleration
Tevts wure held on the race teack at Zandwoort.
Barbara won this too. Marleen maraged the
outfit very well here congicering she had no
fromt brake - her father did not beliave in using
one! Atiee 1he 19535 o traming Wssion wias held
in pregeration for she ladiee raps 1he fallowing
Sunday. The moit exciting of thess sesswons
waz one for the 350% - Jeany, Ellen and Barbara,
Jenny and Efen tussizd foe the lead - firse one
ahead aod then the other, In the end Elles won
oy sbout 100 metres, They both finished and
purst out tsughing. Poor Barboras AJS just
wasa't In the runming even though she had besn
lying flat on the tsak 30 in the evening the rushed
around looking for lorger main jets. In fve
minutis she had stripped down the carburettor
and had it bock tegethar again,

On 1he 191h po mwents toak place. Instesd,
the girls were able 1o wnjoy a sightsaeing t1our of
Gouda, In the swaning they went to 8 clubhouse
whero Julietro was anarded the long distancs
rophy for travelling 1he furthest 1o the fally,

Tre road race was 10 have been held on the
20th, but it was calkd off at the last minute,
Navortheless credit must certainly ¢o o the
Dutch who had the courege 10 organite o Ladies’
Aace on a public treck. In the moeming there



war more trameng, Feygr the men's 1245 and 250,
arnd thon the wore

= They all looked rathor
pale and were gRITInG nervous. As they pushed
theie machenes onte the tack il bewn to rain
by the time the engines ware ull rurning » ste
dawngour had st in. The organissry decided
call @ falt to 86l racing for the ey, ot Ju
Ladies' Race. Poople hatd mised fostines !
this vcison, Admittedly the Zasndvoort track
B OINCky swven ynder dey canchitions, Protobily
the organizserss  we Irightened to take the
responsibility  of  allowing  airls  onto  the
trescharouy track 0 & starm, In sty cs
WHt & great shame, The cancellatan of the race
also  cauvsed mathematical  probéems It ‘v
decidud 1o coy xetd 0N the 181
In practice, Obwmiowsly tha was not o
stemed the best solution

e tunes ¢l

al buat

JEAN COX (GB)
FRANCE 1977

Cr weis announoid a8
Barbars Batl on her AJS: She had now won ths
ol the five competitions and was undouhtecky
the Dt raddér 80 thet meeting. There was also the

That pvening the w

1ok o hivvgTmigne t Mo on ber Jowa
5 ver 80kmuh! The sixteen year
okl Narlsan on e Outlit monaged 10 beat o few
oihers wath an average spoodt of 7ixmih, Aporn
from 0 frant beake she didn't even have a
licence!

Tha R
hat rophy caratully inrg a cardboard box - snd
stropped 1t 1o her carmar, All of the gitls lookaed
Torvwsnrd 10 mesting 1D pagam the rext nyr 't

Tha tradition startadd by the Dulch s now
& Timily estaitished ano WY DO g pary of the
WIMA scare Fach year the Rally o held sn o
differant country and s ususlly wellreportad
n 'Day Motworaed” = Germary arid “Matore .
N Franci. This % rot the time or place 10 cover
2i' ot these ratlies sinen 1958 but | have picked
OUT 10 Arepeats about verious WINA membors

AVErsget

ly entded on July 21zt larhars packed

from same of them

FLOH PETIT (D)




in 1070 the Aaty was hedd &t Col de Croix
in Francs, Oraaniser Agnes Acker, Four English
Qirs, Maursen Willis, Json Suitan, Anne Groan-
woodd ond Shirkey Tarrent, attanced, An account
of the svent » ‘Motarevue' tells 0f the adventures
of three Finnab girls who tonk pary. Tho gerls,
apged between 37 and 18, had baen travelling
since the baginning of July on very reculcitrant
bikes. S0 urneliable ware the machings that an
2 camp #te 0 Germany they had 1o completely
dismantle one at the engines! Thay atso smales
looa! riders by telling them of the tima they had
had to tepBt 4 panciure ot @ teopersturs of
20 degrees,

In 1877 tha Rakly was held in Caechoslovakin,
omonsss  Lida  Abrshamowa, Among the
particpanis was Melge fram East Germmuny who
was then 1he title holdér for the 128cc clins
in hsf coumtry. A0 in evidence wes Eflen,
Ciptain ot the Continental Division, whe o
managed 1o collect owe a hundred <ups and
trophies woe in @l fooms of motorcyclke 1por.
Ellen first started teding on 3 Horex Roegina and
in ber fist yast covered 85,000 kms. When this
bike grew 100 okt she replacsd (L wath & Horex
Ruidant on wisch 1he competas in many dvents
and monng=d 10 best the works nders 21 the
Zeifzhrt Heme In Vienna, The Horex was
replaced by a Norton Uomirator and then 2
Hondas C8 450 and currently & BMW FHT5.
O both of the latter machines she has won
Rekiability Trials andd in four years has gained
§ goid, 16 silver and 8 bronze mecsis! Eflen
was ane of those shy wdies who didn’t want o
tell me anyihing sbout herself!

In 1973 the Fally was heid in Finland and
imtued of being run by & WIMA membsr i1 was
arganised by an instructor from Pihtipudas who
rejoiced in the nama of Matn Viro, Martl was
no  ardinary tracher, in addition to teaching
the moew traditional school subjects he @lso
instructed his pupils sn Mmotarcycle nding. He has
twrned the rough part of his garden inla §
trainmy tesck and booght B 1ons of Panncaias,
compsets and in bits which he sells very chuaply
1o hiz yeung disciples. ANl he asks of them = that
they should ride at |east 35000 kms par year,
Two of his star pupids, Tuule end Roila, have
for somm years now held the top places in
the Pladfinder Pokal la compeution rather Bka
the FAound Britsin Rally organied by ‘Oae
Moturad'). In 1872 Aails won & zippy Zundapp
125: she promptly s0ld the machine &snd
rermained Taithiul 1o here Pannonia!

in 1976 the Rally was once again kaid in
Fronce, This time ™e organiser v Juliette
Steiner who in 1958 had woh a gold medat
i 1he gruetling Cannes-Gensva-Cannes, Juliette
 another remarkabie WIMA mumber who hax
rataingd hee loue 0! Dikes despite baing confired
12 2 wheslchalr after a nasty accident in which
she was injured by o car. Prior 1o the sccident
Julietts Wi @ freguent competitor in teials,
prassarack and motocross,

47

No account ol the activites of the
Continental Divisian would be complete withaut
A1 Jeast & brief mention af the WIMA soag. I
wis written by Agnes Ackar for 1he Annual
Rally in Froncz in 1876 and the tiesr officsl
bwating was on the lmt night of the Rally ot
the Prizegiving,

WIMA SONG

L WIMA c'est unw Teendie 3ss00aLion
Famsemblant des fillus de tous Ses harizons
DemoiseBes brunnes ar Yamaha
Damoiseiies blondes sur Fannonia

A mato pas do donger qus j8 m'ennuse
Pau de frain, mais DEaUCOUP 22 et vas-y
Ly griserie des virage

Lo bagarre guand i pleut

My Suzuki pleine de Tougse o1 d'ardeur
Rugssante eticcslante ma Hoada

BAYW d'acier et de dauchur

MZ Jaww de mon coswr

Quand wn homma contre lui ssery fort

Me disant comme Tarzan “'J8 sus tres fort”
Mol pe lui demande | nnt
“Sauvais-tu changer un segrant ™

A ROUGH TRANSLATION

WIMA = o werrific Asaciation

Gathering girls of diffsrant backgrounds
Brunetmes on Yamahas

Blandei on Pannonis

On 3 matorbike boredam is Kept ot Diy

A& fittle braking, a lot of thrattie and lat's go
The headiness of bends

The fight whea it rains.

My Suzuki full of vigour snd passion

Roaring and scint lating 1§ My Honda

BMW of atuel and gentlensc

MZ and Jawa are my loves

Whan @ man haids me close sganst him

Saying, like Tarzon ") arm very strong",

Innocently | ask him "Cin you changs 2

pision rings"”

The woeds of the song are often 10 be hiae
on the camp site at the Contingntal Rally. The
are not intended 10 be taken aicusly but simpd
a% an adjunct 10 the hoppy carsfrae atmosphen
that typifies the Hally soene,
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Year

1969
1960
1961
1962
1963
1264
1965
1966

1968
1969
1970
19
197
1973
1974
1875
1976
1977
1978
1973
1980

DETAILS OF CONTINENTAL RALLIES

1958 10 1980
Couwntry Place
Holland Schevenirgen
Holland
Germany Obereifenbarg
Holland Azist
Czechos lovakia Milevsko
Germany Nurburgring
Austria Amplfwang
France Col de Croix
Germany

Czechoslovakia
Finland

France

Sweden
Swirzerland
France

Britain
Czechoslovakia
Switzerland

La Perite Pierre
Omberg
Yverdon
Meribe!
Wales

Milevsko

Organiser

Jopy Deijs van Dinter

Ellen Pfiafar
Rennee Jnson
Lida Abrahamova
Ellen Pfiefer

Agnes Acker

Agnes Acker

Brin Inger Patierson
Juligtte Steiner
Maryvonne Rosso
Mary Stevens

Lida Abeahamova
Regula Ruttiman



W.IM A, PERSONALITIES

I thig ssenon | should ke 10 inT:0duce you 10
some of the ‘personalities’ o the Astocation,
The women included have Dewn selected by
mywit, and (f you feel 1hat a nolable fider or
WIMA worker hai Deen left out, | apologee
The women | have chosan ara those who have
withee made 8 remarbabic LONEIDULCN 10 the
spicit of motarcycling o 10 WIMA and i some
cass 10 both. | know that therd ere many
amimions but om: fadies were unmillog 1o be
included ant same others | was unable 10
coNntacet,

Lida Abeshamowe (CSSR)
Agnes Acker {France)
Erinds Akferson

Haose Arnald

Ply/llis Baker |Haud|
Linda Bigk

Arnie Brigss

Mally Briggs

Alda Ciravegna {Italy)
Lil Colimrt {South Africal
Barbars Coombes

Ida Crome

Mary Duclgen

Dianw Foote [New Zealend)
Anne Gale

Mary Grinham

My James (U.S5.A |
Are Jelbert

Dlgs Kovaice

Heather MacGregor

Gl Marthews

Hazel Mayes [Aussralial
Hilary Musson

Lily Room

Loutse Shwbyn (US4
Muriel Seont

Jean Sution

Theresa Willach

Celia Walion

Sheilno Whattinghwm
Rasemary Wikinson
Maureen Wills

Tricha Yoager (US A,
Efsne Young (Isie of Man)

Not ol these women are curmently membar
of WIMA, but all of thern bave balonged o the
Asmociation 31 some time,  Having briofly
exploined the criterin | used 10 select the ladees
| have included in this ssotion perhags |'d berter
tell you what | tried to find out sbour thoem
What | wanted 10 know was -

How they becsne interested in matorcyching,

VWhen, where and how they lesrned to ride:

What sart of motorcyeling they did:

Hm:ﬂh&doﬂ.uﬂbmmmwdh

| wes lucky enough 10 be able to visit and
‘nterview’ many  oF the lades, others wary
kindly wrote me short articles shout 1hemselws,
anid for others | had to raly aimply on bearsay
o legend. 1T you sl | kave baen unkind 1o
myone, or hawe leflt out sormething vital, | do
oologise. Bul pAase Dear in mindg that | wrom
somethiongl in the region of sewanty letiare 1o
more than BN Countnies, made  NUMErys
tefephone cufly to ofl ports of the country and
clocked up many happy miks 0 earch of
matersal, All arrors and omissans are eaticsly
my Cwn and any praise mest of course 9o o

thase who 30 mghtly deserve 11 - the woemen
who | hegw chosen to call The WIMA
Parsanahrips,

LIDA ABRAHAMOVA
({CZECHOSLOVAKIA}

Licts s probably hest knawn o you 3¢ the
organiser of many cantirkatal rallies in Czecho.
Skivekia ond 3s o rter ia The ntarnanans) Six
Doys Trial. She was o of the early WIMA
members aad has bewn 3 keen and erthusiastic
member since she joined in the 19505, Lus first
heard of WIMA through Odgs Keurlos, who alsa
tode in the Six Days with another WIMA
member, Molly Sripgs. | mked Lida how she fen
mcame interested 1N motereyches ardd she told
e it 8ll started with canaes!

In 1944 Lico was the C2aeh junior champion,
in 1he Tollowing year sha faiad her medical
AANINGNON and was ddvised 1o take & shore
st fram canoming, thus che wan unable to
compete in the chammarships that year. Sadly
she sot at the ¢l angd watched as  her
companons and thes canoes ware being lnackad
Up to travel 10 the first avent of the seaszon,
On observing het distruys, ane of her friends
suggested that sha spent the summer learning to
fice his motoreycle, Tha ides appeasled 1o Lida
and that evening she enjaywd ber firygt expesience
on two wheels, in the form of 9 DKW, Needless
10 Say she took 1o it ke 3 candeist to water 3
ane woek ofter hur mighteanth birthday she
possed both her Mmotoreych and car tests!

It was n the winter of 19498 that Lida
competedd 10 her first matarcyols trial, sl
nding the same DKW, The weather was typical
als weather, codd and wet, ang Ligy suffered
two breakcowns. Not long after setting off, her
clutch cable broke snd after the others had
pessed, the marshat'y van pulted wp and was
Quite insistent that Lida should load her hike
into the van, byt Lids was not one to give in
easily and she maneged 10 Hix the cable and shg
kept on goeng till the throttle cabk  stuck!
Again the marshely von pulled up and wis this
time & littla morp sympathetic. “Oh, if only
1 hac some oil, o small drog is all | oneed”,
savd Lide, The rarshal obligngly opaned the
bonnet af hic van, ponted o the dipstick and
wilkad off behirct the hedgel In no time at sl
an awerjoyed Lda menaged 1o get some degpn
of o2l to have the dasired efféct on the ctisck
cablo, an! would you beliaw 11, she mads the



finsh  aned Hronrs Awawd in hes
firstavont!

Since then Lida has compeled in many
wiaks sndd an Mote Cross In Mungary, Poland and
the USSR, but har real claem to fame comes from
Ner. participation in the Interrat=onal Six Uays
Trigl in 1953, The woothar 1hat yoir wos
oparticufarly wet and nasty snd mahy campettors
avre forcse to drop out, ol 50 0wt Lda, desinte
the weosther 3ha managed ta gain a Gold Awped!
At this time Lida was working far the Jawn(CZ
molecycle compery and was one Of  theis
earn ddors as-well as being & worker in thew
sxpoct department in Preagus

Vintorcycles Bavw alviiys played sn arponant
pan in Lidas Iife. In 1953 she marted fva, a
tellow Jawa/CZ employes and ISDT ricar, and
their exdest son Devid is now o wall kadwn
Moo Crass rider in Czechoslovakin

Lida mow works a5 an oxpart secestary for
s iraching company n South Bohenia, Like madr
Cosehs sha ot warm, [iendly and hospetidile
srvd motarcyclists from all ower the workl &e
sheaaiys mMece wotoomn in har haome Far Litks
WIMA stands for Frienckhip and solidstity
w0 women of all nanons, oz jeter o
the WIMA nows (Summer 1969] Lidn speaks
pl the isalation she fsels, “You must never
foeget |oam here, | bive hiwe aod | need 1o sew
you, o chisp your hands, yvou e nvited and
welcoms quests of mmine and my country
the birde , sl ! Czechasiovesin’

won e

LIDA ABRAHAMOVA

IN MILEVSKO

AGNES ACKER (FRANCE]

A sohool wacher and motorcychs anthusiast,
Asne joned WIME in the 1960, Finces 8 150:¢

Yamoha Organised a  contingntad  divsion
raily at La Petité Pirrein 1975,
Ager o a waem, Friendly  snd  utterly

charmang French woman who | alweys pictue
with her long dark har casceding over her
‘Barbowr' jecker and 0 cheordul grin on hae
face. She w captan of WIMA Frince, a very
orwrgetic  lady amd  # motally  commitien
maotoreyelast,

Agnes first discoversd motarcyceng in 1961
with her bhosbend Roby, she passed her text in
1867 since when she his completed ocver 200,000
kms 4t the handlebars” and somebow found time
¢ bave Tour Chlddren, In ber spors time she 3
s school wacher! She joined WIMA in 1968
and has atiended all the snnual rallies of the
Continenital Divisson excapt in 1978 whon she
wis 0 hosaltal baving her fourth child, She
has tzken part o omany fallies, hgh speed trals
and 100 rials, Her rallying incladas six Elaphant
rallies, twa of which were in heavy snow, all of
which she attended on & salo, One of her main
lowes 1% long distares 1ours, e most notable of
which were a trip from ‘Coast to Coast’ from
San Francisco to Monirual on & 350cc Kawosaki
in 13 days and o jourmey from Siclly to the
North Cape which she did as & oassenger 10
Roby.



Agnes has olsd taken 3 &trwW pPertT in
commpetitive  motorcycling, betessen 1971 and
1975 she toak part i tweenty high spesd righ @
the clrcults of Mockaheun, Schotpen  and
Nurburgring and achizved ten medals on her
350ce Suzuks, Her best efforr was to Tinish in
finh plags at Hockenhehm, In 3 commmgsarary
mport of the awnt '‘Das Mortorad' comments @
foliows -

"The ewgant French worman, with 3 Geemon
competititn hcancs, entgred the realm of
men and became promanent by her “high
ftying’, Currantly the gquickest Amazon on
two . whsek.  Agnes Adker oa her Sueuki
lsppad i 2m 59,25 and finished fifth. "

Somwhows, duspite hie busy life, Agnes b
siso found tima 10 sort out material Far thia
booklet and it &5 10 har that T am indebsted o
the sectioe an the Comtinental Dwvision of the
WIMA,

The photographs befow show Acoes ul the
Nuburgring wath her much oved Suzuki, snd
Agres with another French Suzuki lin and

koun WIMA memder, Moryvonne Fossn

BRENDA ALDERSON
Bronds g one of thoso quiet and haedlaarking
women whoie haed wark and  effort has
helped 10 make WIMA the large and thriving
prganseatinn it s 1ady . She s quist anel Bashiul
and =msured me that she weald be of no interest
25 8 WIMA Pasocallty’. | choss 10 disagres,
bocauws | fuel thar ' poople like Brends whase
behind-the-scens work oftan a8
unagk ndmwledged

Brendds joned WINA in
she started (he Nowsiatter, which now forms
one of the mest waluabls inks bstwaen thy
members. In 1hosa days the Newslelnr wes
an international sditian that came Out Guarizay
Brends wos the (st editor and imter the
arculation and sivertising mansger. When the
Neowsietter Degan, Bronda’s job was 1O while 11,
sand o Lodwss, the Inmemational Peessdant,
for appeaved, and O 5 refern 10 typs, Suplicate,
cobate, staple and mal (17 No small ek, Later
the lattor part aof the joby was handed avee 10
a printing compeny @ America

Hrenda has sl served WIMA s hoth
Assstant Coptain arxd & Captain for two months
in Jonuary and February 1976 when no-one akig
was abile 10 undertake 1)

1960 and In 1964

ROSETTA ARNOLD

Rosetts Arnold was 5 WIMA member in the
1960 sng schwwnd whan she descrited o her
He's ambiticn, of oing, &% 8 ndacar passenger
in the Dismond Jubilse T.T, In the Isle of Man
In 1907, She wes peswnger to Normas Hanks
on & 500ce British engined cuthr, V'l st Rom
il you more about the suent.

“In pracues | found tho best thing to co
was Lo 1y 10 remarmbec the names of places and
certain bands, A lot of bends you mnesdin’t gat
out for, they ok very sharp s yow go in,
but there's rathing on the other side, 50 when
| dide't need o move Norman just tapped me
1o stay e, Wednusday came and we dl ore I
m practics, The Like was Qaing "Great Guns!*
We did the other twi practice Taps 1he next
day, The hike win going great, we stuck 1o
three lsps urd quatitied sasity. All reotdy now for
the tuig day!

The naxt day | want to Bob's Cafe where
syervons ssemad 10 know irstantly who | vas
- ghildren, autograpti hunters sverywhare, vesy
my faca red!

It weas Mooday morning {the day of the racel
enid | couldn’t 20t snything so | walked to the
papar shop and bought papers. | Opensd tha
‘Daily Mirror’ and right i the myddie wes 2
full pago photo of me in 3 ownmeust kod another,
on the other side, of e racing, | turned coimson,
| dn't Knaw whare 1o pul my face,

The start wa 8 pairs 4l ten sacand intervals,
We wees Numbar 20 away. Down Bray’s Hifl
IS Tetintic and oot #ike a smooth racing circuit,
vou Teel every bumep on tha Island. You lis fiar
sit tha way down Bray Hill and you can tesl
vouwr body hit the sidecar fioor now and agas.



You mem to be suspended in mid-air 3l the way
down aed thea hang an for your fife. It wes
2t Glenving or Union Mills when we started
cenning on ane aylinder. | thought we had olled
the plugs but Norman kapt going, misfiring all
the wiy, | nDever expacied that we'd do 3T%
wiles on one eylinder, but we did.

We pulled into the pits at the and of the firs
up v found that petrol starvalion wes our
seoblem, yet it had been perfect in practice.
The fusl pump was rewired onto the sidecar
tiaor, | had time 1o wpe my P0gales sl we were
off sgain. In the pits we had loit 10-12 minuies
mdhﬂveondweﬁnimdzathwtofn
outties.”

Deipite the problems Rose sl describes
tha race os the graatest theill af her life,

In 1968 Rose and partnar did much beter.
They came second in the 750cc sidecar face,
In the 71 year histocry of the TT Haces, Rose
i the first womdn over to appear on the
Victory rostrum smong the winners,

PHYLLIS BAKER (Now REID)

Phwilis 5 ore of the faw WIMA girls in England
%0 have done any road racing. When | tatked to
her sbout it she claimed that i1 was 5o
insipnificant #s to ba nat worth a mention, but |
have decided 10 include her in any case, a5 | feel
that some of her other fsaty am certainly worth
a mention.

In March 1973 the Internstiona! Newsletter
jeporeed  that Phyl hod  been ponsored by
Mick Walker fotorcycles 10 a8 & 280cc Ducati
in dub events ot Sretterton in 1974, Howewsr
Phyl only raced onos and says that she did not
do teeribly well. This, thowgh, is onty one
facat of her motorcycling carser.

Phy! Is prebably best koown as 8 rally goer
and continental tourer, In 1973 and 74 she
toured Europe on ber own, In 1974 she weat to
Czachasiovakia to attend the Four StrokeRally,
o Austria to atend the F LM, Rally in Vienna
avd 10 Jraly for the Steliy Alpica. During this ip
on her way 10 the Faur Stroke Rally she was
arrseted in Prague for a mince trattic offence,
and placed In jeill 1t took all her money 10 get
merself out, so sadly she was unable to make the
Aally. Neediess 1o say she left the . country as
3000 8% poosibie,

Phyl is amother WIMA lady who does not
soe  pregnancy #d mothehood as 8 ban oo
riding, Lest year {1978| she rede to the Annua
Relly on & Honda XL 125 trail bike, baing only
8% meonths pregnant at the timel Hee won was
fom withia days of the Rally.

LINDA BICK (BOOTHERSOMES)

Linda is probsibly best known to most of you
for her apic sofa and singlehanced ride trom
Englond to Saouth Africe, which was  »ell
reported in both “Matorcycle’ and the WINMA
Newsietter. This Though was only one of het
many intacosting and  notable  matorcydling
sxpioits, Before twiling you about some ol
these let me wil you more about Linda: ie
fact | am going to cheat and let Linds tel
you about herself.

"t was 3t the wnder age of 14, when | Tel
in lowe with my big satee’s spotty faced boy
friend that | first becarre  interested i
motorbikes, He had an AJS end long spindly leg:
grewing out of an enormoss pair of m
boots and a high voice which never sseme
o have brosen, even till the day he died 17
ywars lnter racing inthe TT.

It was unroquited love DUT Two years  late
it irapired me to join the Salthox Motoroych
Ciub, then sinmted 2t Biggin Hill in Kent
| thought that thers | might find some mon
of that atrangs broed,

What | did find was 8 wery friandly, heipfu
bunch of lads who were really Interested in &l

pects of oy cling, serambling, road racing
trish and touring.

| had ¥t that time a Bond Minica which we
& three-whaeder on which | had taxen my drivin
st and the licence | obiained also parmittel
me to ride 8 matorcycle, Thue togothar witl
another girt, Lyrn, | acquired an old BSA C10L
which was 2 250cc sidavalve,

We lemmt in 8 wery wobbly fachion; to ey
our parents hsppy we both claimed that th
machine belonged 1o the other. Howsver, th
bike ddn't lact leng - Lynn had an srgument wit
@ drunken driver ona night and fanded on hi
ponnet. After the untimely end of the BSA
revortod to four wheds for a while, but th
bug had bitten and wry soon a lovely littl
Tiger Cub appesrsd On the scene. Lynn Ao
‘ecurting strong’ weth & Dresda Triton ownt
| was left alone 10 my motorcycling experimen
and started taking off on adventune veekenc
on my own,

A taw ends later | graduated to
Triwerph TZ1 (350) on which | first went abroa
taking # daring trip to Germany with som
other Saltbox members in Nowamber 1965,

It wes in 1966, en routs to the Chamo
RBally, that | met Mosumen Willis wh
immediately recruited ms nto the ranks «
the WIMA. At the Chamoir | alea mer Mar
Dudgeon, who was looking for someone 1
weld up her talse leg. What an amazing lady!

gy 1987 | had gone up one noteh furth
1o = T100 (5001 which ssemed ditfcult 10 ki
over at first, This took me 1 the FIM. Ral
i Moscow that year and to the Tioll Rally |
Norway and the Rainbow in Luxsmhbourg |
1988, plus a fevs others in Europe

| hael the travel bug so bad by 1969 th
| smigrated 1o Australis, hawing just invested
» besutiful BMW RGD, only sght years o
When | @0t it it was in perfect condition.




shipped it 10 Australis and attended he &t
Kangeroo Rally, snd lster on the Southern
Cross Rally, As callies wensn’t 50 frsquent aver
there snd the distances so enormous for just »
werkend gathading, | Decame  interasted  in
rosd recing, espacially 38 | had a spansor through
winning a8 Rosd Safuty sward in Sydnay.

I raced & 250ce Suzuki 5avage in Sydney
in the Pawder Puft races and when | moved to
Parth, | raced & 250 Demmo Oucats and then an
RD 250 Yamaha, More laughs than ploces,
@ipecially when the circuits wers closed-off
country rasds,

In 1971 | did a three-month rip around
Australin on my new RGOS, | wes accomponied
by my two flatmates, Angie and Jacka Grdtin,
who were riging 8 350 Honda and a 250 Occam
respectively, We  visited Brisd . To itle,
Darwin, Alice Springs ond othsr outhbeck places,
We had our first taste of dirt roads in the desert.

Fetwrning to the UK in April 1072 bhoecasuse
of family prablems, | took up raflying sgain,
| acouirsd & 1956 BSA A7 which kad 10 be bumo
startad ol the time bBecsuse of the amount of
engne il cushing om0  1he  kickstariar
averywhers made i1 impossible 1o gan any
tractian betweon boot and kickstart!

Then | bought my pressnt 1957 RS0 in
Septenber 1972 It wis the worst ¢f the thess
AMs | had owned and a few tripe 1o lealand
and the Conticent did little 10 Inspire my
confadancs in it 1or what lay sfwsd,

Come 1874 =nd 1he dresded itchy wheah
started agmn and | longed for the wamith of
the Southern Hemisphers, So, elways looking
far adventure, | decxded to tackls Africal

A wery intermting trip! Many of you wall
haw mad about it atready, To briefly recap:
Broken suspeasion in the Sahor, shwared gearbox
conngcting bolts in MNiger; then a good patch
through Central Africe with only 8 coupls of
punctures, until  main gave out in
Kenya, a dropped valve and conssguent bent
crankshaft in Rhotsia, A0 & sheamd Marbox
cotter pin and clapped ocut wlectries. Firaly,
just over the border into South Africs - &
roken piston ring, A 1op end rebuiid by a shop
in Pratoris and sha's sl 9oing, | anended the
Trout Rally in Rhodesia in October 1974 but
didnt get the long distence oward becouse |
hadn't ssnt my entry form  from  England!
1 met some of the Ehodesian and South African
WDAA giria there, and what & nice crowd they
are,

1 went back to the UK in 1975 for the TT
rocex bucsuse they ware rumoured 1o boe the
last. 1 also o&d a couple of ralles In Ireland,
the best being the Riders Radly in August 1975,

Longing for the sun agan | retumed to
South Africa the mext yesr, this time by ship,
The poor Gike cidn't know (T it was coming or
Qo | went 10 the Bullsio Rally which s
South Afirica's biggest, tut hardly the hest,
About 6000 motarcyclisis with & wery large

alemant  smongst  them, and  the
combination of drink snd guas | Tound rathe
norvewracking, Thers wers & couple  of

sccwental shootings that year, From the Rally
| traveliod the 1,000 mées up 10 Windboek in
South West Africa, where | sgent a wry happy
year, With it Deing in the Namib Sesert area, most
rips were done by Landraver, On the ane wrip
| did start out on, | disgraced mysel! by dropping
it ot opproximately €0moh on a dirnt roed,
bencing the frame and therefore misasgning
the drive shatt which resulied in a weacked
Udgoint. Bush moechanics with @  carfack
‘straightened” (7] the frame and we put in a new
{second hand) drve shaft assembly radled up
from Cape Town. Back on the road ta Durban
via Cape Town and then, due to ship cancel-
fation, | Tlew to Sydrey snd waited two manths
for my bike to arrve

Ataaet from visiting Insersiate ano two Waorkl's
Erd Rallies which were locul to Adelwinde | it
@ tan diy 1our of Tasmanis just before Chrstmos.
It & beautiful Dike country, aroen scenery and
windy rands, | had nn troubls with the 8M and
wat wery lucky with the westher as Tasmania
can beo rathor ke Ireland with ity climate,

The bake it really slow aow, sull going but
grInng wry tied, | couldn’t bear 10 get anything
eise though, but 113 frusirating 1o e i1 0 this
country where yau nesd peed 10 cover the
huge distaness,

The future of mysell and The Deke key in
the hands of the Aussie Imenigration who have
Deen 1rying 10 chuck me oul for ssghtesn months
now, 1T they wcoed, | shall try 10 got (o the
Stares, 11 | monoge to stay, | will emain in
Adelaics for 3 whils @ | went 10 do some
studying, Howewer, | shall still de = faw trips,

My other main interest, as some of you may
know, it Telk singing and | have been involved
in that for the past yoar heeo. | try 10 combine
# folk festival with 3 bike trip which isn't always
possdaie, but | managed it last Easter 10
Melbaume. | uing in 3 Traditbonal Group calad
‘Green Gilbert’, | have only sver met one other
WIMA mernber and that was one of the founder
members, Mrs Hazel Mayes from Sydney. Whan
| met her ten years ago she was in her fiftes
und 1aking Tlying lesyoms, most apologatic that
she didn't still ride a bike!™

Other  achvements which Linda dossn’t
mention ars thet n 1973 sbe wun the Lxly
Rider award st the Devon Rally and in 1974 she
wis acclaimed WIMA'S Member of the Year
fer bar trigs 1o South Africa,

ANNIE BRIGGS

Annie Is probably best known to you as the
writer af @ fornightly page in ‘Motoreyele
Weakly', She {5 WIMAS only motorcycling
Journalist and, | believe, the only woman to write
in the motareycling prass. Through her column
she has done much 1o pubdicise and promote
the actwities of the Assoostion. Annie has
caverad many pages with the explods of women
riders and | feel 3t iz high time we Barned more
ot her aciivities,



Annee comes from an antibiking' family
of four daughters and no sons and can's really
remember when she firgt got the bua byt by the
tiree she wak wightesn shw wan Soovingad thet she
st hed to have o motorcycle, She was o collegs
10 finanor wis g0ing to beé 3 problemn. She 100k
# hotidoy job oy 3 shorthood typist and st the erd
of the holidsy became the proud owees of o
Suzuki ATO0, OF course, once sha stared rding
1hare was no stopping her. Ax her parants put i,
“things po1 worse!” She hae recantly taken
delivery of 3 Suzuki GS10000 Her 1ifth bike,
Sho oko hac o TL126 Hondy for offroad uee
and = tatty [her description, not mins) old
BSA A0 in cate rocer trim which ihe & always
1alking of robyilding, To date all it has managed
todo is besk oil 2|l over the halwary |

Annie's first long rxde was on hee Suzuki
GT185 from Esgland 10 Berlin, where she had
2 |ob for three weeks, She was not sllowed to
e theough East Germany 10 they lcoded
Asnie plus machine and juggage =m0 the guard's
van of a train. On ber returmn 1o England she
distovered the Suzuki's swingng arm wos bent,
30 Annle leaent her first lssoe about the correct
and Ircorrect way to load @ beke! This trip 1o
Geormany gavw Anmie the 1aste for travel ond
singe than shs his been & xean rallieit s foves
rouring, She has twice been 1o the Elphant
Rally, once 81 1he Nurbuiegring and last year =
Sazburg, On s last ocession sha cheated
slightly oy Hying 10 Munich and collectng 2
BMW R100RS for the remaining short journay.
She had varicus press desdlines 10 meet at the
time,

Her maen love is rauring, the haghlight of
which was her tour last year when she rode East
1o West acroms the USA, on s Keweseki K21300,
2 resdy tremendous experience. Ammie  has
wiitten soeme very interssting sccounts of this n
'"Motorcyole Weekly' o | chall not repeat them
here

When Finding out sbogt Anne | was
wpooidly interesind to find out about her job
She tovls mo that getting the job on "Motorcycling
Weekly® woe 3 mater of luck snd good timing.
e heppened to ask the aditor, Mick Wocollerr,
about the charce of 3 job within = wesk of
somecns  honding  in their notice, Annie 1y
emplayed as a subeditor but al=o Fas her own
coumn and maneges to get the occasionsl
et ride. She was, and st s, the only woman
working an the paper. It's rumoured that the
edtar ance said he wouwld never have 2 woman
on his aattl The work hos not been all plan
saling: Annie hasn't exactly met any real
hestifity but many doubted that she would be
shie to do the job. As in olmost ony ospoct of
motoyeling men are often miuctant o accep:
woman unless they can prowve they are better -
not just equal - o the majority of men doing
the same thing, Annie foeks that any mistakes
she makes are mersly pat cown 10 the fact
that v s 3 waman! In fact, on the whaole,
the man in the office are a pretty nice bunch
and, althaugh ey sojoy pulling Annie's leg,
she feels she is accapted A ons of 1he atatt

Whigh is not tad afrer only 17 months!

Nevae mind what the men think, Anme,
we all think you &+ doing a grand job and
would greatly mim what we foel i ‘our page’
in the paper, Kesp up the good work

MOLLY BRIGGS

Mally was one of the sartiest WIMA members in
Britain and photos ol her sppegred fraguantly
I tho sarly aditions of the Newsletrer, Sacly
| was wnable to contact Molly 10 cannot give &
full sccount of her many achievements hete,
All | do Wnow i that Molly competed wvery
successfully in Road Roces, Mill Climis and Trials
including taking *art an the Internationsl Six
Daye in 1963 in Crechosiovakia where she mwt
Ll and introduced ber 10 the WIMA,

Molly ook part in glmost sl 1ypes af motor-
cycle sport andd nocorckng to Titch Allen she vass
cectanty are of the bast women riders st the
time, She wos whso extremmily mocest and just
would not belisve that her many achisvements
were anything out of the ordinary, Titch is able
1o tell o dalightful stocy sbout Molly . ofter
ihe had mamed and hecome a mother, She ves
competing in o Grass Track roce while her
husbend minded the baby, Afier the finith of one
e Mally Tew back te the paddock, unbuttoned
her keathers (zip fasteners were not common
1han), placad the infant 1o hee broost, and when
the Teed wan over leapt back onto her machsne
10 take part in her nexr svent!

ALDA CIRAVEGNA (ITALY)

Alda s the Captan of the ltaglian Division of
WIMA. She started riding 8 motorcycle whan
e was oaly ten years 0! Foolishly ker father
promisec her soma driving kssons on his 30cc
Mosquita if she warksd hard at school. Latar,
when har father bowght & 48cc Alpino the
whole family went out an Sundays on two
whaals: Mum and Dad on the Alpina and Alds
and her younger sistec on the Mosguilo, Leter,
her father graduated onto a 125c¢ Lambreitg,
and handed the Alpino onto Alda, When she
was fourteen he passed oe the Lambestis 10 har
and the storted 10 ventwe off on her own ot
weekends,

At about this time she acquired a boyfriend,
2 boy named Bruno, who had boan har childhood
friend. Bruno wes 3 mechanic and the owner
0! & second:hand 125cc Lambretta. They spent
much of their time together riding or tatking
about their bikes. A few years later they were
able 10 #fford g second-hand MY Flyirg Ssucer
175cc. Sur thit was not n hapoy parchase, os
almont every weekend it had to be pushed 10
the rewrnt workahop so, sbout & yesr tater, it
was reploced by @ 200cc Ducati. Alas Alda's
Lambretta bad been sold and she was confined
10 tha zillion weat.

In 1964 they bought a BMW R 89 and took
up wuring and rallying. Three years later, after
an acexient, the BM was rephiced by sn RS9 5
on which they bath went on honeymoon in
1968, much of which was spest at the SMW
rally irn Yugostavia. On their roturn 1o Italy,



Bruno bought her & 175ce Honds on which
she took part In many ralliss,

In 1969 they made 3 tour, on the BM, ot
France, Austria, Belgum, Denmark, England,
Germany, Yugaslavia, Switzerdand, Monaco and
Liechtenstein. It was on this trip that Alds met
Mary Dudgen and was introduced 10 the WIMA,
After the holiday she went back 10 school 10
learn English in ordes to De able 1o write 10
ather WIMA membars,

Sadly, little has been heard from Alda or any
of the other ltalian WIMA lackes sinse ecarly
in the seventies.

LIL COLLETT {SOUTH AFRICA)

Lil Collgrt, who lives in Port Elizsbeth, took
up motarcyeling In England in 1939, It wes
during the War and a biks was 8 good wey of
avoiding the chaotic public wansport situation
coused by the blsckouta, After this Lil became
a wery keen motorcyclist: soon after the end of
the Sscond World War she and her husband,
Tod, amigrated 10 South Africo and both played
aciive parts in the Retsads and Rower
Motorcycle Clubs,

Lif joined WIMA in 1971, She had readt abour
it and began corrasponding with Jear Sutton
a0 Mary Dudgen. Commenting in the current
isue of tha WIMA Newsletter, L says “Waomen
riders are few and far between here. | am the
oaly oag in Port Elizabeth. We went to the
Bathurst Rally recently: over 650 bikes and
only four women riders, | have heard o much
sbout WIMA Lut have never been able 1o mest
any of the members, I'm so pleased that 2t
last | have Hean sbie 10 join"',

Soon siter joiming WIMA Lil managed to
recruit throe new membees, Andee Wilson, Jean
Wray and Elaine Daniels. in the 1972 =dition
of the Newslettar Lil is proudly sble 0 announce
that membership is at last into double figures -
they had 10 members!

Li! wes then riding 3 Monds 500/4 and &l
her family were keen motorcyclists, both her
9ons take part in roxd racing and scrambling
and har husband makes excellent films of many
maotorcycling events which are sent sbrosd
for viewing by other Motorcycle clubs, Ll
and Ted hwve inwerestad many youngsters in
motoreycling and any rider s welcome at the
Collgtt's house,

BARBARA COOMBES

Barbara is probably, snd guite rightly, bDest
known to you as a very brave lady who drives
a sidecar outfit et Vintage Club races, This,
however, is only the tip of the iceberg,

Barbara, who works 38 8 secretary near
Oxford, started riding a1t the age of 16 on 3
Cabatlero s small |talien motoreyele). Sadly
she very soon threw it up the road and for the
time being abandoned two whesls, Her second
oxperiancn of wheels cama in the form of a 350ec
Triumph cutfil, har boyfnend's. This tims she
managed to remain upright snd this peompted
her to hind another go. Later she acouind

-

snather sot of two wheels, an M2, but this 100
met the ssme fate & the Csballero and she
decided 10 dedve Dikes alone, Then, ssven yoars
tnr che started racing thum!

Barbars’s husband, Mike, had already been
hcing & 1938 3500 Triumph solo for severdl
years and 3 couple of gitl frinnds of hers bad also
recently tekan up sidesir racing and were daoing
quity well, It waa 1ot in the least bit odd when
one Mika suggestsd that Sabam 100 had
a go. The bike was @ standard 1539 500cc
Triumph twin and the sdecer wes o bare chassis
with a simple wooden pistiorm. I'H et Barbers
herself tell you sbout her first axperience of
maing:-

M el then had w get mysell a racing
licence [muck to the amazsment st the
doctor’s when | went for my meadical) and
o sot of leathers ond o nice new holmaet, and
I'd originally thought it wouldn®t cost much.
Then came the real crunch - Vimage Race
Maeting of the Year at Mallory Park, Thorw
| was 911ing on this biks, waiting 1o go out
far practicy, scared wholly 0 deymn, Al
I coulkd think of wes - can | etill do 17 1 had
not @ven ridden on the road for abaut 7 yoars,
and had had N0 time 10 9O 10 & praclice
O0ay 10 981 used 1o the bike, Then the wors
DiT was ower and we were off, It wasn't as
Led @ | thought it would Ge - then pecple
wared 10 go past me & if | ware standing
SH, My passenger was a0 help at all and 3l
I could e wit ‘Ga fazter”, Tun it on',
Fractice wat ower without mishag. Then it
wai 3 nervegnnding wat 1o the first race,
| waie very worrind abact the stert aad Mike
alvised me 10 pratend | was having @ race
sway from the hahts, When it came 10 the
start | wass w0 nervous arvd rgid that | %ange-
rooed” away like 3 bearner, After 5 couple of
fzps | feit much better and | could sew
sameone in front of me - pechape | can catoh
them? | thought, A | picked myself up after
hitting the srmoo | reslised that | could not,
In shame | leapt beck onto the bike and
carred on just s | hesrd a3 marshal call
out “Are you alright, son?"',

| only had ore other meeting that year,
#t Brands Haich, which was slightly more
sucosssful, byt the bike was definitely not
competitive. Mike said he would put 8 650cc
motee in 11 Tor mext sesson But = the end
I haed t do o myself, The bike woe still
Nandand but manaded 1o gwe me & good
WEsoN’s recing and taught ma a fkor, My
MOt embarrgsiing MOoment wWas, Once again,
# Mailory Park when | owerheard a woman
tehind me soy 0 her friend ‘I think 11
g0 1o the harpin to watch the sidecars -
| wonder if that girl wwll Fall off agsin there?"’
Howuver, che vaws dissppainted,

I have had one other rather frightening
Expinance, which was 16t sason at Brands
Hatch. Going inta the baerpin ot Druick the
throttle steck wide open and we Nt the
ek rathar raidly, Lwckily | managed 1o
rstan control and sopaed about an ineh



from the straw bales. Aly mother, who was
making hwer ane an0 only sttemp! at watching,
said “I'm gad you pulled out of that race, it
saved 4 having to worry and more” - it
2 good jab she didn’t knaw what was really
happening.

Aftar that sesson we did a2 compwig
obuild arnd the bike becarma quite a measn
machine. Singe then it has been very
sucoesstul #nd | have usually Deen in the first
five and somatimes even higher. Once Mike
borrowed the bike and put me 10 shame by
winning ose race and coming second in the
naxt. Still, it was nice ta e the Dike being
ridden 30 well, Racing gives ma a great deal
of phessure and it is also a good way of getting
to know lo1s of people from &ll aver the
For Barbers Vintege Rooing i3 oaly one

aipoct of her motorcycling, She rides a 650
Kamasakl road bike for going to work, rallies and
on holday, and has @ 125 Moodw as a fun bake
#v) ko does some trail riding on it, She is a very
sctve member of the Oxford section of the
Vinage Motorcyce chubs, she is on the committos
and ssch year iy responsible for organising a2
Graws Track Race mranting and a Vintage Trial,
_both al which are highly succossful ewents,

" T other man love of Barbara’s motor
cyeling life is long distance road trists, For several
yuirs sha mont 3¢ & patenger to her husband in
1he Lenden - Land's End and the Allan Milling
100 trisl, Last ysar (1979) she decided to tackie
the ewents on o scle, She aentered the Allan
Milisgton with her husband and two frisnds. of
(b fowr she was the only ane 1o finish; Mike
hlsw up his @npire whils trving 10 make up time
gher & pencrture. Barbara achieved a finisher's
merd s nepoets that she met four other girl
evtrants, The Ladies’ Award was won by Jackie
Qukly, Later on in the same year Backars braved
the Lands End Yrisl with Mermil Bolton of
"Moterevele Menthly”.  This svent has 12
olwsrwod sections &nd EBarbara mansged to
clesn hall of them, Sinces thensho has succeeefiudly
completec the Dertyshyre Trial. For all of these
avwnts she used & 173cc Kawssski enduro
machina.

Meeting Barbara was 2 wonderful experience,
She s warm, witty and utterly devoted to mator-
cycles. Just Astening to her tell of her exploits
redily puts ane o shame for hsving schieved o
litthe. | asked Barbara how the other {(malel
rxers took to her appearance on the track,
;::, they didn’t mind a1 all™, she replied, "in

everyone s always very friendly and hel
ful". With Barbara it would be impassible o t:
otherwise.

Not ssrprisengly, Barbara won the WIMA
Sports Trophy tor 1978,

IDA CROW
Wihen | tirst approeched ide with a view to
including her in “The WIMA Book' ke was quite
adsment thas there wis no point in doing so 3¢
she clsitned she had nuver done much with WIMA
and really had very little to offer. Nothing could
be further fram the truth, In fact | have amassed
enough material 1o write n short booe on Ida and
har exploits slore.,

| hewe only onoe had the great honour of
meeting this wonderful lady when the paid a
visit 10 the Earls Court Moiorcycle Show this
year {1679). 1 had mace numerous attempts
10 vitit ber ot her hame In Woodford Gresn
but ida was always busy with various motoreycle
committess or saomething,

Despits 104's protestavons | hivwe 10 include
her here for the following ressons:- She hes
raced at Brooklands;, token part In trioks
{including the Scattish and the Interational Six
Days); made numarous and adventurous motor-
cydomuntounmalvplm;iammnm
Motorcycle Commitiee, was an organiser in the
London Ladies' Motoreycle Club: & Faunder
mambar of the Inmrnational Motorcyclist's
Your Club; o despatch rider in the National
Fire Service during the War; and last, but by
ne means least, one of the founckr members
af WIMA in England,

I1da was intraduced to WIMA by her frieed
Theresa Wallach, who was also an active member
af the London Ladies”, In those days WIMA
had not really got off the ground in this country
and ida was Beavity invoived with so many
other saociations that far a long time membee-
skip of WIMA smmply meant receiving the
quarterly Newsletter., She was however oble to
attend the first Rally in Englanc which wes
held in Ampthill Par<, Sedfordshire, and was

by Muriel Scort,

Befoee she ratired, Ida wis & school teachsr
in Emax and one of bwr tarmer pupils (Enc
Mardy), mecently secrotary %o the Rower Club,
recalls) haw she used 10 arrive a1 school on her
biks and what 2 stir it caused.

Icta i+ not only a much bettar motargyclist
than | am, but also 8 much better writer, 50 |
4m gaing 10 be exiremély lazy and simply edit
sama of Ida's own acounts of he many
wanderful adventures,

(da's motorcycling really started with ber
jeining the London Ladies' {a compatitive
motorcycle ¢lub for women in the London
sres which wees formed in 19261 and taking
part in the “Ladks’ Aace™ st Brooklands. The
event had besn omansed by Mrs Malcolm
Campball whe wes thon presidant of the Club,
Ida recefls thise amazing days thus:-

"Brooklands - alas e MAre . was 10 mMotar-

ovclistx what Lords is to erickesers: so0 |

suppose | should regsrd it as a privilege 10

have ndoen thers, It was like riding in en

Iimmenss pudding basin. The faster you went,

vhe highse you gat. | wes tarrified of flying

Over LN rin,



About tan of us competed, mostly ridging
our Own machines In touring rm. The race
was won by May Ruffel rding her fiance’s
racing Grindlay Peariess at 77.81 mph. Today
this does not seem very 1251 but bearing In
mird the bikas we rode ard the lack of any
racing axpatiencs, 11 was 3 very creditable
performance, | rode the Lorg Stroke
Sunbeam. Altsr the race, | and another girl
went straight 1o the start of an Al Night
Trii. Thos Trisk vsually toak us 10 Somer.
set or Devon. We hed 1o nide st 3 given
average spesd 10sing marks for being early
or late o1 the checks, When daylight came we
difd the observed sections and spacial tests,
They would hnoh @out midday some 200
mites Mvay from homw. Onen, somewhare
near Oxford we had 10 cross & water splash
which was cesper than i'd expected, | heard
an omnous orack and when | oresched the
other mie there wis & nasty hole in the
Gy lhnder,

Atter the Long Sirake | got @ 360cc ohv
Sundbeam with 3 saddie tank - quite an nno-
vation. | eannor ramember whether it had
eleciric lightisg, Whan this wes introduced
sowre riders had acetylene as well, in case the
wloctrics f1ailed. After the Sunbeams | had 2
serigs of Lavisps 350 - 500, all four strokes,
| rode theae right wd 0 and including the
War, | don’t think | had a foot gear change
until my third Levis,

In 1932 | rode in the Scottah Six Days. |
found it peetty  gruelling,  ‘Notorcyele”
desribed the Toal as the ‘most arduous
Soottish in histary’, So perhaps | did not do
100 badly ta Finish,

Then in 1934 | compered in the 1ISOT
n Gormany, | borcownd a 2502 Lavis Tram
the works. On the second day, in spite of
usIng 3 puncture préventive, | kad a flat tyre.
A smal crowd of spectators gathered as |
got sut my tyre levery and & man immadiately
stepped forword to Pelp | ied 10 100 him.
Foriungtely  he could speak  Enghish.
sxplainad that if a marshal 1aw him so much
35 touch my bike 1'd b doguslifad, He
turned to the croved and spoke to them andd
they replied. He turned back to me and
id, " Thoy say thoy won't Wi, He whasled
the bike out of sight, mended the guncture
snd | clogked in ¢n time. But on the faurth
day my chain broke. | mansged ta fix this
myself but took too long owre the job so
| wass outl

Marare Canle and Edith Falay, who
wars alio ridieg in the trial, were very helpful
1 me,”

The setivities of the Londan Ladies' Club
wer for @ while curtailed by the outbreak of
War, 20 100 were MmOt non-ossentiof ridny and
it soon became impossible to obtain perral.
Ida, howaver, managed 10 continug On [Two
wheels, not for fun this time though, Saca afeer
hostilities started she volunteered to bw & part-
nme despatch ricer o 18 Natonal Fre Service,

In this role ihe went oft onoe or twice & wWedk 10
Loughwn ta pick up a bike, ride it to Ifard,
spend the night there and in the moening ride
the bike back to Loughton ard then want back
1o work. She uwd 10 make the joumwsy to
Loughton by trsin and slesp on the top bunk,
until oné nighl when she steppes off (L when
the siren sounded!

As | said in the Introduction, ld& wis @
tounder member of the Introstionnl Aforo:-
eyelists Tour Club. The idaa for such &
association came to her after o touring holiday
in Switgertand in 1832,

108 vais ahways ready for adwentun and when
she sav an adwert in ‘The Motorcyeh’ for a
ravelling companson for o gird called Eve, who
fived n the North of Engand, she eagerly
argwarad (1. The girls only managed ta meet
abieut two o thiee Times baforo setting off on
the 119, neither krew too much aboul motacs
cycling and still jess about canping ano tareign
touring, but this ddn't worry them and thoy
had » manrilous time.

Somw friands of Ida’s were on haliday o
Kinsters in Switzestand ond she girls decded
10 |oin them, BEwe rode 3 260cc Matchless and
Ids was on a Long Swoke SO00cc Sunbears.
Eoch machines werw side valvas with rigid frames,
hand gear changes and scetyiens lighting,

Then, 8y now, (1 s easy 10 cross the Channel
with & motor wehicle. Expepe the! you neaded
& passport, a carmet, an Inssrnational Driving
Parmit, and an Intermationsl Vehicle Licence.
The lattar was obtained from the AA or RAC
officas @t which you hot to prasent yourself
and @ offical would Inspect the bike for road.
worthingss, #nd as thare was no driving tes1 in
this country at the time bhe would #%0 examine
your riding praveess. He dd this by laaking out
of & window whike vou rode up and down. Thae
were 1o Grean Cards as maost countries did not
hyve compulsory  insurance. I you wanted
inmursace you sumply nonfisd your company
snd cover for abroad was @ranmed At NO exta
coet! Alse o 'GB° plate had ta ke fitted. Theie
werg fairty rare abeoad and when you did see ane
11 Was common 10 stop to exchangs & gresting.

On tha Cross Charnet ferry thare woukl be
about two or three cary and about 3 dozen bikes.
The Ratier wers swng onto the deck by orane. It
always ssemed 1o be motoreycles fast on and
last offf Thay croised to Ostende wiwire thay
bought some fah which they cookod on thee
meths stove. I0@ says that they were terribly
disorganissd and had no sense of timé O distance.
A1 leost swice they sent 1olograms to their friends
to say That they would arrive a déy latel Mast
of the Franch and Belgien rosds were surfoced
with stose wite 0 ‘pave’ at the tens and Ma
found that she was unable to make tull use of
her mount’s top speed of 0 mpn. S8ouncing
over thess rasth on a rigid frame battgred barh
rider and maching,

Or thit trip 1d4 admits that (wic camping
gear wes totally iradequate. They had andy 3
small tent and the ground shest and no
airheds or seeping bags - just s thin blanket,



In theme days thare ware no aitablished camping
C@tes 5% cENQING Wik nOt 3 popular pastime in
 Whstern Ewrope. Only the ‘mod English' and
2 fow tough Gearmans indulped in the lunatic
pastires. One @vening in the Biack Forest =
Germany thay mked at a house If they could
‘pitch their 1ent in-the garden. The houssholder
~ thought they werd nuts and Invited them to sleed
Indoors, which they did. The family were very
t but there vaas & communication problem.
This howswver wiss s0lvad when Eve and the son
of the family discovwead that they had both
leernt Anglo Saon @t univeriity, so they spent
B happy evening discussing motorcycles and TT
inan ancient language!

fSoth women had an eajoyable sty in Swit
oland, whics, Wk all gocd hodideys, soon came
toan end. The tro homs was marred by one
unpleasant  incident. Aboutl sixty mikes from
Calsds o form cart pulled out in front of Eve

. ond she was forced onto the rough gras at the
side. She wos unhurt but tha kka was wvery
difficult 10 ride. A lotey driver who had
witnezed the seene kindly volunigered to take
the mochineé 1o Ciain and Sve continued the
purney on lda's pellion,

Sometime after this trip Ida and Eve were
m s cafe in London whare they struck up a
corversation with & man wha was & kean matoe.
evelist and Torgign tourer. This meeting led to
e formation of the Intemational Motorcychsts
Tour Club. It still survives and wekcomes motor-
cyciists from all over the workd.

Sace thot dete ida hos made many jaurnies
Intc Europe, of these the two most notable
Inzlude = tnp, with two other girk, Pam and
Ptal, 10 Yuposiwis in 1953 aeul a heliday n
lezlond 10 1957,

| think that | hive now cowersd most of (da's
motareycling carser which sxtends owr thiny
yers from riding 8 Sunbaasen in the 1930% 10
8 Triomgh Troghy in the 1560%, Ka has now
retired fromm b job = @ sehool teachor Dar has
pat qaite given i 1wWo whask, She is still Chair.
men of the IMTC wnd oaly recently {1978)
resigned from her position om the AACTS Motor-
cvcle Commitles, & post 10 which she was elecied
w1936, Mar current two wheels take the Torm of
a Hoads 70. Each year 108 wils me will ba har
1 on two whsals, bat that day has yet 10 come,
For many reatans which By now choulkd be only
100 clwicus Ida is now an Honorary Member of
WIMA Britesh Division,

MARY DUDGEN

Mary is one of the many adies included in this
sechion who have mace a very notwable contri-
bution te hoth WIMA and 10 the true speit of
motorcyeling, She is probably best known 10
most of yuu s 4 ranarkable Bdy who contnued
10 ride despite losing & kg and severely inuring
an arm in 4 road pccdent same 19 years ago.
1 shall shosys thine of Mary &5 someone whose
name Crops WD in AlMost gwry edition on the
International Newsiatter, Without doubr she has
introduced  more  overseas  mombers 1o the
arganisstion than anyone else. When | ask people
“How did you h=ar of WIMAZ", w ofen the
arawer comes back “Throush Mary Dudipen™.
Skhe wums 10 hawve appeared at almost every
conceivable rally at one time o anothar,

I hawe never had the honour of mesting
Mary personafly but | kept hearing 30 much
about her that It would haw been impossible
to leave her out and she wery kindly, and with
considersble difficuity as the action of her left
& s mpwicetd = 6 result of the agoident,
wiritten me = shart socount of hersadf,

Mary tebs me that motareyeling has always
been in her blood, although it 9y dormant
for 3 number of years, Hér fathar had 3 Triemph
outfit, which $100d 1or years in 3 corner of
one of the cartshede an their farm, while the
cor ocoupsed the gerage. Mary wsed to sit on it
from time 30 liems and fiddle with the controls,
then someans came long and bought it Bat
Mary wasn't too bothersd as her main iowe was
horses. Then oo Gay & locl motorcycle club
arrived at the farm to sk if they could uw the
woods and rock holes for a tiak, and @ feid
for 2 gymihana. They sesmsd & really nie
crowd and Mary was invited to attend thair
dinner and dance as a guest. Later tha famdy
weas invited 10 [oin the Club!

Much later Mary's husband, Roy, bought
hnsalt a 125ce Royal Enfieid and invited Mary
to start i1, Koowing 1hot sh2 wos interssted in
anything mechanscal, Later on at ons of the
club’s gymkhanas 3 past member of WIMA,
Vers Bathali, porsuaded Mary to try out her
Triumph Cub and she was finally hooked.

Soon the Enfield was exchanged lor & new
125cc Bantam and 05 this proved to ba rather
gow for two.up work a 360cc Ariel a80 joined
1he housahold. Mary reslly lowd this Red Hunter
and Roy was soor confined 1o the pillion seat
$0 he bought a 175cc BSA Bantam for himself,
At about the ssme time Mery 100k up riding
& 350 BSA Gold Star trisks madel an trails and
in trials.

In Apcil 1981 the Arisd was changed for &
new BSA 650 Goldsn Flash and the Bantam for
a 197 James. This yesr ves (o ke ane of Mary's
Dusiest, best and worst @ far w3 motoreycling
was concerned. Most of the year was taken up
attending sworambles, grass trsck, trials, trail
riding eto, Then on 6th Soptember 19671 Mary
was invalved in an accident with anathir motor-
cycle, Although the was 1he innogant panty
she 105t ber right g and her left aem was badly

demaged



Mary, however, 5 an utterty dadicated mator-
cyclist, and a littla thing like the foss of a limb
certainly wasn't going to stop her. Aftr focrtesn
wenks in  hoapital  she  roturned  hoamw  end
demended 10 be taken for a ride on the Golden
Flash., Roy maluctantly agreed and Mary says it
vess lovely to feel the wind an hor face again.
Soon sfter tha she starsed passengering in a trigls
outfit and it was on this machine that she lsarnt
10 handig o threzssnecior. In 1963 the ordared
g BMW R 80 outfa with a Steib sidecar, This
was finslly 00 the road in 1964, But it was back
to ‘L* plates for Mary for 2 while Sacauss she had
passed her tast on the Arel befors the 250cc
law came in and now she had 10 ke the disabled
drivers’ test, Dbwicusly she passod with flying
colours &g not long afterwards we read in 8
local paper the headlire “Safe Driving Sadoe tar
PMucky Mary', This bacge was awarded by Shell-
Mex BP Lid to British motorcyclists wha héve,
by their safe driving, fostered safety. Well dona,
Mary.
8y 1985 Mary was really confident on hee
BMW and went on it to the Dragoen Rally ang
then toured sbroad to France, Gormany, Austrin
and Italy, whers she wempd to recruit WIMA
members svecywhera she went, In 1966 she was
off again, this timu 1o the Chamois Rally in V!
d'Isere, France, whive she met 2 nombar of the
continental WIMA members 2nt the  Rally
argonimr ssked her to reprosort Grast Britxin,
with Ellen Plailfer rmoresenting Germany and
Yvette Gadriss France, t0 fexd 8 fun up the
Col de Ilesean and 1 draw the raffle 31 the
top. Firgt prize was a brand new BMW. As
#l three of these girls werw WIMA members
and il BMW mounted, the Franch magazine
‘Moto Revue' did a Tour page article on the
gvent and Mary was plctured an the front cover,

Y e

From thon on Mary's spare time was fully
occupsed with tours, In Britsin and aversess,
ralhies, trail riding and marshalling at  trials,
grass tragk and sorambles. From 1966 1o the
early 1970°s she won the WIMA High Foints
Trophy ewiry yesr snd in 1963 the Sidecar
Award at a3 WIMA Rally, In 1872 Mary took
owr the job of photo editor for the WIMA News
and n 1968 she organissd 8 ‘mini’ rally for
Canchoslovakian  member  Lida  Abrghamow
while she wia staying in this country, Mary
dors not confing  har motorcyclng interests
w WIMA, In 1068 sthe was elocted Troasurer,
Diairwr Dancs, Trophy and Catering Organiser
for 1the Wrekin Motorcycia and Car Club, Ske
halds this position st the present,

iIn 1974 Mary and Roy set up their own
Dusiness making glass 1ibre Juggege equipment
and sidecars, Far 3 while this sesmed 10 seriousty
curtall much of her riding but she still finds tirme
o act s Grass Track sacretisy for the Wrakin
club g supry summer manages to cover a fow
thousand mdes on 8 Eurcpean tour,

Mary i one of the members who has done
A great sl o try 10 kesp WIMA  truly
intarnational and by her sheer coursge and
determination has mude an insstmeble conin-
Dution 1o the cause of wamen matoroyclists.

MARY DUDGEN
BMW OUTFIT
DECEMBER 1977



DIANE FOOTE (New Zealand)

Diane koeps the sporting traditions alive in New

Zealend. Unfortunately | bave very litthe infoe-

maton about her, only 3 osvapaper cutting

which was reported in an earbes sdition of the

zummionul Newsletter, The headline remdy o
vy -

FEMALE RACER ~ ENTRY FOR 500cc’.
ind then goes on 1a 1ol us that Miss Diare Footn
of Dunedin N2, is New Zealand’s only woman
oad racer, she was @ definite starter for the
National 500cc and Open Airfield Championship
which was hold on January 220d 1985, This was
Diane's second ance in Canterbury on her
S00ce B.SA. In 1he previous yesr Diaoe

potsd n New Zesland's Senicr Graed Prix,

| anly wash | could tell you mors,

ANNE GALE

To most of you Annie will need na introduction,
her mast obwows claim ta fame being Caplain
of the British Divisian, a post sha has held since
February 197€. 11 is probably as a drest rasult
of Annie’s unceasing and davoted work 10 WIMA
that the Assoclation has grown from around
fifty mambers o nearly three hundred during
tho three years that Annie his been holding the
handiebars. In 1977 she was vated 'Mamber af
the Year' foe both for her work for the ciub and
by showing har true dedication 1o molorcxeling
by refing all through her pregnancy! 1977 was
not the first time she won the ‘Mamber of the
Year' award, In 1976 she received the most
votes but refused to accept the title, but as
the Association’s contfidenss in her did not sltar
she finally demered and gracefully accepted the
romination,

In the chort space ailable it would be
impossible to do justice to all the maay and
wonderful things that Annse has done for WIMA,
both as an orcinary mombaer and a5 15 Captain.
You can read more about the changes she has
mecde in the Hutory section. Here | merely
want ta concentrate an Annie's persanal history
for | was intecested 10 find out Now she bacame
imolved in riding and boaw she becene ©© Ge 50
active in WIMA, en arganisstion 10 which she
has devoted so much time and energy,

In common  with many members Annie
wis introduesc 10 motarcycies by her father:
for years the family's oniy transport was a series
of sdecar outfits which were finally replaced
by a four-wheeler when Annie wes elaven years
oM. This, however, was not Annie's scene and
when, at the age of tifieen she acquired a boy-
friend, i1 was his bike that attracsad her! From
then on  motorcyclists became her  regular
companicns and when she was nineteen she and
ber friends formed the Knghtriders Motor
Cycle Club Caterbam and Annie brcame the
wcretary, a position which she nheld for pine
s

Anmm'y ferst expersence ol ectuely riding
3 motoroyele ded mat come until the wiss twenty-
five, 11 wes 8t & club camping waekand when
b and two athr gir s sterted riding the outfitsg
around the feld. From then on it escalated
and twelve months lawr 8 Guarter of the
membery in the club wern @chil Aanig soon
bought a 178cc Bantam &g six weeks later
pessed ber test and inevitably wanted & bigger
bike! She finolly settied on o unigue 350cc
Trumph « enique indsmuch as the bike had 2
Bonnie front whes! with 2 twin leading shoe
front brake, the mechanism of which v hidden
within the drum. The beast could stop o0 a
sixpence and with 3 smaller diameter rusr wheel
had  comparable pogelerstion, Annie  recallx
numeraus ‘burnaps’ with other club members.
In her two years of ownership, Anna covered
30,000 miley on this mechine whech she then
10id and replaced wath a Bantam in récing tim,
which was to be hee mouwat until she had a
“spacial’ built,

The ‘special’ wss s Trerph engine in a
Cotton Tekxtar Ragar frama, which, when
compieted was registorod & a 500ce TriStar.
This craation stayed with Annie for abour a
vear and in 1964 she purchased » friend’s 305cc
Hoada Dream. At about the same time cho met
Dave, a man whase interost in motoccycles
seemed to match her own, and they decided 1o
move to the West Country whaee they lIater
set up home and got married.

Annie has now bean nding 100 just over
ten wyeare ardd in that timw ghe hae had tan
different motorcycles. Although this sounds like
one bike per yasr she Nad recently owned more
than ane a1 a time, At present che runs = 500ce
BMW outfit and a 150 MZ. In betwesn thess and
the vonds she has owned 8 380 Triumph, 250
MZ curfis, 50cc 1tom and & SRO Suruki s both
2 solo and as an outfit with 8 Bambi chaer,

The MZ outlit wes acquired 1or nding whike
Annie was pregnant, ac chin thought the wauld
be less wulrerable than on two wheels sod the
ctmba would pravite adegquate accommaodatian
for the hoby. Trouble was she found the hike
rather hard 10 start as the kKick starter was on the
lett, the same sy s the chigir, 30 I wis replaced
by the Suzuki. Before turning this machine
into 2 threeawbesler, Annie practised for, and
pagzed, the 1AM Test,

Annis wants to make sure har family is
brought up properly, o when her Baby, Jody,
war anly twelwe days old he was taken far hs
first rice in the skfecar - he foved it, and
now 3 hardaned raflyist, s woolly hut joscribed
with the immartal words M ke the Bike & back’
i$ 8 familiar s3ght at many camping weekerds.

Since Annip was so0 highly praised Dy the
other membiers of the Assooastion for continuing
10 ride theough pregnancy | think the least | can
do w5 10 let you hear it from the hodse’s mouth
[not lheally Anniel .



“All kady rigans will know of tha sirangs looks
ONe P11 On two wheels Dot balisve ma thess
looks &e nothing compared with thoss you
@ when you heve 8 grest lump out front of
whea you lift 8 carrycot onto & transportes
from the sidecer!
| must addmit thet the one type of motor-
cycist | can't stend is the one who will not
te the family into this enjoyabls
pasteme. If both husband and wife ride then
the odds ars that one of them will liks riding
an cutht, However, time and again | hear of
thoss who won't aven oconsider it ac famely
tramsport and who ermphatically sy they
don't like , which seems stupid not having
givon it a fair chance. My motoroyoling
sttitucie hes been influsnced by thoss |
sdmure, such 8s Mary Dudgen, Jean Sutton
and Heathar MacGragor who managed to
stick with motoroycling despite bad injunies
and the ties of childrean. | despise the woman
rider who insists that to enjoy her motor-
cydng she has to ‘dump’ (8 term which |
dislike) her Xids with whosver is willing to
bave them".

Now to the seoced cuestion | asked all the
WIMA Perzonalitios wha appesc in this ssction,
‘How did you hear of WIMAZ' Arnis was inteo-
duckd 10 the Association through Jean Sumon
in 1970, At that time Maursan Willis wae Captsin
and Annis admits 8t lirgt she was 001 8 very
wetive membar, Thes some years later she snd
Darnve attendad & camping waskand arganised by
Mauraen a1 Lanarmon in Naocth Waies, It was
then that she realised she was only hadl a
member, but after meeting the other women
ond their families she began to appreciate what
the Assogiotion was oll ebout, From then on she
attended a5 many WIMA events as she could,
never imagning that one day she would be
Coptain.

CAPTA

IN ANNE GALE

Thet wm of awnls 100k plcs around
Christman 1975. In thet yesr Sheila Whittingham
had resigned s Captain snd the then Assstant
Cwptnin, Brencs Alderson, tock pwmr,
domestic problems got the better of Brends ard
it was necessary 10 find snother to 18ka on the
work. Annse hoard about this state of offairs
when she teiephoned Sheils one evening and by
the end of the conversstion she hesrd herself
ofioring hor sorvices! A oouple of weekonde
Iaster Sheila sppearsd on the doorstep with the
WIMA paraphemalia and Annid was mady 10
issue har first Neowslotter.

Arnie realisad thot with the membershp
Deing S0 spresd out sround the couatry the
Nowslatter was often the only link betwesn
them. So she resohved 10 maks it 8 much laeger
journzl than it had been up to then, She yterted
to Include artcles about wvarious aspects of
motorcyding from st many mambers &8 possible,
Annie has certainly achieved her objictive 30
far as the Newsletter iz concerped: dne has only
to look 3t any of the recent aditions and compaa
it to one of the ‘old style” ones to notics the
difference. Annie now mems 1o be in the eniabie
position of having 4 huge backiog of mameal 10
fall back on and the manthly sdition ic angerty
seaited by all members, for many of whom the
Newslatter iy often the only link they have with
the club,

During the threz years that Annig has hekd
the poat of Captsin many members have helped
and ancouraged her and at the Annual Hally n
1978 Annie dacided that the British Diwision
should be run dlong tho lines of nny other club
with a woarking committee which woud
encourage all members 10 take & moOre Sctive part
in the Association through having 3 woice at an
Annual General Meeting. This sxperiment has
proved wery successful and the Committes has
naw firmiy estabbighed itself and has written o
new Constitutiaon for the British Division. Mo
events than sver befGre are Leing orsanised. amd
WIMA iz now well known and respected among
the motorcycling fraternity,



S0 far s WIMA |5 concerned, Annie says she
hes anly twa regrets: ans, thet she didn't become
0 active member from the cutset, and two, that
tharg is n0t Mo lialson betwesen the Divisions.

MARY GRINHAM

Mary it probably best known 10 you 8s the drivar
of & racing Kawasaki outfit. | had slyays assumed
lhuhlwdwkenrmquncﬁuloowto

t the idea for this bock,
rideng cerser Dagan in 1867 when she
driving a 600cc Marchisss outfit on the
ister, afar a visit 1o the races,
burning amdition o become »
. Thees than foliowed a period of
andd penny saving and st last
isabie outfis. In Janvary 1972
faithful Matchless and sicecar
10 go and investigate the machine of hir dreams,
only to have them shottered before they had
really begun, En route she was Wit by & drunken
driwer, This accident kapt her in plaster until
Agcil and it was not until April that she was
wall enaugh to face the race Track,
race was at Brands Hatch, in the
pauring min, and Mary was still in pais anc had

$338838 3
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friand who is still the other halt of the
team. This was their only race that year.

8y the 1973 sesson Mary wees really raring 1o
::.ﬂ this tme with a 760cc Ficdaman Triumph

i1, She and Dave raced &1 Brands Hatch,
Sottearton where they came in 7th plece, and
# Lydden where they came 6th and 7th, The

naw maching was randy in March 1975
fer & meating at Brands Hatch, whees Mary anc
Dwve formed part of “Team Unicorn” with two
other ousfits. They continued to race this outfit
for two years, but Mary has gven me no résults,
In 1977 the Weslake sngine was reploced by o
8000c Kawasaki, but thers wore many teathing
troublés snd much “sorting cut” had to be done,

which the Kwacker molor was given some ‘go-
fester' goodios and went “a bell of a lot batar!®
This becomes obwicut when one looks at their
bat ol rasults Tor that year:- fitteen finishes
renging fram 1723k 10 4th plece in twenty races!

To fully approciste the cignificancs of theos
figures one has 10 look behind the scenes 10 we
the resl dedication of a true macer, Mary had to
facs up to many trias and tribulations that
would easily have put oft a lesser mortai: oil
inspection  glass blowing out resufting in 2
compiate loss of oal: glar lewer linkage coming
adrify and thenpetrol pumps, 3 loose and holed
fusl tenk, bvoken piston rings, end 10 cop it all
a broken crankshaft (£180 worth]l, This i
actually & shortened list: a full-biown st of the
dizmsturs wauld anly make you cry!

A sucosssTul racer requires ingenuity & well
48 courpge. Mary was abis 10 demonsiraie this
at ane maesting whaen the ignition coils packed up
and wers speadily replaced by two  coils
Dorrowed from 8 coupla of vans Please coa't get
the idsa that Mary’s outfit is & scruffy lash-up,
At Brands Hawch she was pressnted with &
Lesutiful wrophy for the ‘Best Prepared Outfic
of the Year',

Moy hopes for sven better things in 1979
a5 the engine has now besn ‘breathed on' to
protuce more power and the wheels fitted with
wider slick tyres,

Mory heord of WIMA through an artcle in
Motoroycle News and thought it sounded fike
her sort of club, For reasons which will now be
obvious, Mary hac had litthe time to attend
WiMA gatherings, but we often read of her
achievements in  the Naewsbetter. She s an
excellent ambassador of the Asociation and
true upholder of its sporting traditions,

MARY JAMES (U.S.A.|

Mary James was WIMA'S lirst Honorry Member,
No ore sterns sble 10 recall axactly whan this
honour wes b o, | first 1aw hetr name men-
vionad in » Newalwttor of 1966,

Mary (nee Miller) was born in 1832 at Myrile
Point, Oregon. She started riding in 1915 on bar
tather's Thor, which wos the family’s enly form
of transport. She and her father spaat much of
their 1ime hunting Ceer, they carried the hunting
pauipment and their bedding rolls en the bike.
Mary was no longsr a young woman when WIMA
was formad, but she was adle to attend the
Twsntisth Anniverssry osabrations in America
whare she endeared hatwif 10 sveryane,

Sedly Maty is 0o longer with us, she died on
Saptarber Tth 1972 while she was on 2 vait to
her daughter's in Ohio, She was always a faithful
and devoted member of the Association. Her
name, howewver, lives oo in WIMA. Her daughter,
Meriam Moyer and two of her grand-daughters,
Margery Moyer and Nancy Soult are etill kesn
and active members in the Americsn Division,

ANN JELBERT

Ann Is another lady who keeps the sporting
wraditions of WIMA, slive, this time 83 8 peEsenger
in a3 rocieg tldecar outfit. Sne roces mastly i
Lydden and Is a friend of Mary Grinham’s who
introduced her 10 WIMA in 1975, When off the
trozk Ann is o dental nurse.







OLGA KEVELOS

Olgz was a member of WIMA (0 the 1560% 2nd
ptures of bar sppearad often in the eerier
sdinons of the Newsietter. It would reslly be
skt to list what Olgs hes not tsken part in
‘rather then saying what the has done, Shw ha
Deen an sctive trals rder, including the Scottish
a0d Intematonal Six Days, from the 1840%
uniil reeantly whaen sha and hor hushand taok »
pub nedr Oxlord and she can no longer find the
teve 10 ride. | shatl now let Olga speak for her-
mll.

“1t 3dl started in 1947 whon | learned 10 rade
o bike, | aas, almost within o week, o Works
Trials Rader”. The impressionatiée young
Arthur  Kimbeeley, Assistant  Managing
Director of James Motorcylces Lid. was
introduced 1o me 353 “iady nider” He 8t once
ottorgd ma: a works buko aad my first National
event was the Scottish Six Days in May 15431
“From then | heve comgersd on ng s than
twenty Seorvsh Six Days Trinls wath warishie
success On @ Motiey amsortirant of machanes.
1 ales rode 0 wll the Nelicng!, Centie and
Ciognd events | passibly could for the next
twenly years — in fast, until we took the
Puls, witich aas domands ol
“During the 1850'% and varly 1960 | rode
for amost overy British manufectursr aof
ponng  machioes Narton, Arnal, Match-
lass, A5, 8.5A. Greeves, Francs Barnett,
~Sun, Vale Onsgaw and Cotton. | tods in
scrambles a3 well o5 trals,
“My favourte avent was, | supposs, the
Inmernational Six Days and | have radden in
this event onpuatly since. 1048, The 1rel
hat 1aken ma 10 mary countras i Europe
a0d beyoad. | have ganed two Goid Medals,
e Silver Medals ond @ good deonl of Lad
lugk in this event. 1t was during my twenty
ynars of ISOT rding that | turmed 1o forwign
manutocturers. A move much deploced by the
Brish Ingustries Assocation. | rode for
Rwa/CZ, Moto Padilla, Moto Gueai, K.TAL,
M2 and Maied,
Nowadays cveryore nides 'foresgn' and no
One says anything about itat all!
"1 did some read racing with Norctons and
Arwl and rode st BMCC mestings and in the
Theuxton S00 mile race, Ao during the
1950's | snmarad the lield of car roeing and
drove for Cyril Kisfy tar a couple of seasons,
Team maves oa the "Continental Circus'' wers
~Buirling Moss and Ken Grogory. Thare ware
quae 3 Yew car ventues, but | abways liked
Likes and bikg people best, They wers all 50
enLng
"1t was Eve White who firsr approsched me
oout WIMA,, sha aas the poor gitl who wes
larer laur in @ Nyiog acodent, with e
husbaed, in had weeather over Canads
1 alzo did quite » bit of trisly erganising foe
my club, tha Biermyngham Motorcycls Clubs,
and ran the British Experts and the Victory
Trinl for abOUL mine yuars,

It mEwr oedses 1O B2 W just how few
womwn (here ure in motoecyde 3ot todoy.
Aftr ol this ‘squal nighis' thing should
parmit them 10 ride In just any event,
prowided they quaiity for 3 lansn. Yet how
many do ve hear of?

“I always wanted to rood race, bet the syunts
that | could compote in were vory Tovw, mend
yau | expect it is the expense today that
prevents women riding, also lack of suppoct
from aeaessory manufagturers

“"Dunng my langanc highly delightiul motor-
cycle career | can honestly 1y It neved cost
ma a penny!”

Makes me exhausted just to ksten 0 Olga's
actity, Why not reoin WIMA Oigs and g ol
would-bie compettors  the  beseflit of  your
apenence’

HEATHER MACGREGOR

1 don't baliew that there is anyvone in WIMA
British Divsion wha does not know and admre
Heather MacCregor. She i3 o utterly denOied
motareyelat and har name erans up ragularly in
Bath the WIMA News and the weekly motorcycle
press, Heather does most ©f her righing attending
rallies and continmntal 1ourng. She has twice won
ihe Ladies Long Distance Award at the BMF
Ralty, 1 Include her story about this lates on in
the swection, and wes woted WIMA Member of the
Year 0 1878, She was nominated for this latter
utle for her brave and courageous effort 31
rotuming 1o two wheekt alter beng injured in 2
very nasty road 2ccident in Yugoshwia  the
prevous summern. In 1968 she won the Miss
Federaton title ar the 8MF Rally, she was riding
a beautifully restored Vincent Comet,

Heather describes hersel! as coming from »
man-motoreycling background, except that her
Grardfather won 2 280cc AJS at the 18930
Motorcycle Show, He rode it until 1986 and in
1962 Heather's maithéer was given the remains,
she had ridden it 2 a girl, When Meather was
eight her mother bought & scooter and ried to
wach Heather how it woarked, i1 was then that
Heather made bersell the promise that when she
wos sixteee she would get herself p bike, To ber
the idea of a pifkon ride on the Lambretts was
heaven, For her twelfth birthday Heother vas
givon o crash helmet, and a1 thirtesn she warnt
haw to ride the scooter. She then progressed to
rniding pellion with wirious local lack, Whan Fer
wxtoanth berthday carmw round Heather scemed
10 hove lorgotten her youthful resolve and
turned to four wheels, fest in 2 Ford Populbar
and then a Mini. Howsevar this store of afiairs
dd not las1 loeg.

One Sundey evening at the lccal cinema the
resident brauty announced to the astoneshed
crowd "1'e bought an Ariel Lesder.™ Heéather
Wil corsumet with anvy g resolvd here and
then to do something shout ot By the following
Sunday Heather'sDad had been persunded 10 buy
e & 250cc BSA for £5 for hee eightesnth
birthdyy . Heather never sctuslly saw  Anna's
Loacker, but it had phiyed & critical pare in hae
MOTOrCyeting Listory.



Soon after the BSA she acquired a2 boyfriend,
Adran, who win 8ls0 8 motorcycle snthusiast,
He had a large stons-bwilt barn into which they
would both sling the bikes and other bits and
pieces they had worn out, It ectually proved to
be guite a profitable business 8y pecple would
come to buy parts and sall them more. Most of
the bikes they owned camm to them very cheeply,
but were usually on their last fegs. Heather says
she can’t remember them &l but in the sight
yeors she was in the aren the reckons thay must
have had about 200 machines! In this tima she
had learnt o great deal sbout arvd had baen taeght
1o believe thot the world's best Bike was
Viecant, So in 1968 she bought one in Walmer,
wihere she had swapped it for 8 BSA Gold Star,
wivieh she had earlier exchanged for 5 Sunbaam
outfit, This was the Vinosat on which she won
the Miss Federation contest. Hesther was over.
joyed, sha falt that at last she had reslly srrived,

In June of the ssme yesr she and Adrian went
to the lsie of Man thus commencing an annusl
custom that hes yet 1o be broken. She rode to
Tha ksland on her infamaus Mstchless scramblar,
2 machine that st kept until 1574, It sppeared
in mn:: guises and Hesther rarmwmbars it as being

T fun.

In 18970 Heather got married, but happily her
associacions with maotoreyloss did not end. Soon
she was carrying her two chilkdven around In 2
sidecar outfit. She ron an Aricl Square Four and,
har only ever non-B8ritish machine, an Indlan,
Heather's married biss did not however last long
and by 1974 she wae fesling peetty low and felt
she needed something she could really throw
hersetf into. She did not hive to wait lang for
something to turn up. At this time & radly called
the Round Britnin Rally was being organised by
Tim Stevens. Takirg part in this lly meant
locating over 80 landmarks in Grest Britain, one
in sach county in England, Scotland and Wales,
Heather describes it &8s & six months course! This
was just what Meather needed, She took the two
children with har and the three of them had
o greal time seeking out the varlous plices, At
sach place a photograph had to be taken of cne's
bike and the relevant landmark. In Seplamber
whan the rally was over Heather found it left »
real @ap in har life so started filling her woekands
with artending rallies. in Februacy she ment to
the Elephant FRally wwth two petrol peying
passangers, After that nothing was planned,

The trip 1o the Elephant just about finished

hwe outfit s0 on her return home she TR
solo, a2 500cc Royal Enfield Bulm lor To
this she attached som= b panniers,

packed them and left home.

Heather then moved to the Midlands and
formed & friendship with Paul, » BMW owner
who was not at afl impressed with her bikg, so
Heather retumed to the pillicn seat for a while.
But net Tor long. A yoor later che put the Enfiald
up for sale at £175; “uvouconmmvthlnnl'h
that™ smid Paul “I'D ¢ac my hat.” One hat later
Hoather had 1o chooss » replacarant. She found
the mount she wanted, & Norton Mercury, in 4
shop mot far from home. To tost it out shw

100% it slong % 8 Brough Superior Cluly gresn
ferwy run the duy afser sha bought o, She fell
off & Few times Dut soon sorted Out what thay
could and could not do together,

During hor first summar with Paul thay went
to Finland together on the BMW wiich behaved
wery badly and kept beeaking down . Heather put
her foat down, the naxt year they wure going ta
the WIMA Centimental Division Rally in the
French Alps, snd she was going to rids the
Norton. She did and it bebaved perfactly and
after the rally Meather carried on to Hollond to
visit a close friend Peagy who Is also a WIMA
member.

In 1878 Heather set off, on the back of Paul's
BMW, t© g0 to Istanbul with some friends.
Unfortunately they never reached Turkey. On
their way through Yugosiavia Meather and Paul
were inwolved in an unplessant sockdent while
trying to owertake a cooch, Thers = no
ambulance sarvice In this country, although they

passing motorist. The hospital was little betier
than the ambulance sorvico. Heathver was feft
unattended and unvwaeshed for several days, oll
they did was to plaster her broken leg in & rather
peimitive fashion. The ward thas she was in was
supposed 1o be the intensive cae ward but
Heather says Intersive nesiect” would have been
a better description. She had to remasin for
sevaral weeks in this place umil arrengements
could be rmede Toe her to be fiown ame Ly the
fed Cross, Thmg. ware not much batter for Paul,
Although he was not much injured be had to
with the Eastern burcsucrooy. He had his
rt taken awsy as he hod to face
a powbllty of going to jail. To make
rs worse for hoth of them Paul was not
allowed 1o wisit Meather for four cays. Perhaps
the wast sad weut thizs nasty axperiencs 1w

Trer.

Seven months after the accident Heather was

TMu time o Paul’s 500cc
m the wos not vt strong
# solo. Although it was

-eum Heather never resily

@ot on with this madune and she was delighted

g%

3!

to stop here, but not 50 Heather,

In May 1979 10 months sfter the sceidant
sho decided to prove to the critios that che v
back 10 her oid self again. She chose 10 do this
by making ar attempt 3t the Ledies Long
Distance Award ot the BMF Rally in
. | shall pow let Heather 1aka over
to tell you about ber ride:-

“Paul wemn't very sncoumnging s he thought
1 was oot yet “well enough and | was
concerned sbout the Narton which was ovee-
due for a refit and about finsnces, One raiced
trogv bank latar | had £12. | then torted out
route — not tod much mMotorway, &
Fnlhubod dossn’t chinw in a straight line,

:



“Saturday May 12 arrived, it was a clear
spring day, Dirds singing and ot of blue sky,
We were off a1 10.00am, hoping 1o meet up
with Paul st the camping field in the lam
evoning. We g0t up onto the Fods and
galioped south. There was not & bot of traflic
asbout, it was # Joy 10 ride, To lcok ar sign-
posts and to know that thare was no real
reason 10 go anywhera and no real abstaciy
to pravent us going just whare we tiked, Later
we mprosched the MS and wuresd south.
Viound the Norton up & bit, Now the air was a
bit foggy end the temperature dropped, Just
what the westher emn had promised. Fifled
up with petrol at Exeter and made a "phone
call 10 Paul, "What's gone wrong?'’ was his
first reaction, | resssured bim, then set off
slong the 303,

“Now we had bends 1o play with ond the
rouds were more famitiar, The rolling hills of
the plain looked 5o fresh under the sfight mist
with the sunshine breaking onto them. The
Marcury was still going effortlessty, never
missing 4 beat, swooping round cormess as
shé was built to do,

“1 was & bit weary naw, my wrists and my
nack fesling very SUTE, Ay ke was stiff bur
not paenful 3o long &s | kept it stll. My eve
only troubied me in that | had to look
sraight ot the roed, | couln't lower my
hasd or relax my neck st all. A screan would
be & sarsibla thing, then so woald an electric
arter, oracar, , ..., |

“We finglly arrived at the showground with
408 milis behind us, 406 miles along chkan,
dry raade with oniy light teaffic and axcallent
weather. Such riges are what wa'ra all in the
game Tor, The Awird was oaly an excuse.”

Heather Gncribes hersel! as lucky 10 be able
to chooss to ride in the snow or the rain. Whils
the was coavalescing she fourd that thew ware
other pestimes in life besides bikes, one of them
wis knitting, and Heather found thet she was
cuite good st it. But 38 sho $0 rightly says “This
I ot & amrious slternative,”

GILL MATHEWS
Gill i3 & fairly recent recruit to the Associstion,
she joined at the Continentsl Rally hakd in Wales
in 1874, Since then the hat been a very active
marber attending numerous runs, mestings and
amping weekends, Gill s curmntly trying
extramely hard 1o korp the WIMA fisg fiying in
tha field of rtrials, A tradition which has been
dying out in regent years.

Gl it & waem, friendly, bouncy srd wery
chesefid lady who seems to hawe  limatless
raserves of enargy,

Gill’s motorcycling carees started about nine
yaars 930 on ber fathar's modest Honds CS0,
On this machine she pamed her test. Although
Gill’s tamity could nat be described as dedicatsd
ridore, a phatograph in har llwing room shows
each member of the family on their two-
wheels, including Mum and her Two sisters. After
passing her taxt Gl did not have a bike of her
own 30 when ghe want to college she started
sanng money cut of her grant, She did this by
saving on nonesssntials like text books and
managed 10 buy her first real machine. This was
a 125cc Puch, A typical twostroke, it either
started first kick or mfused to start ot all, Her
next purchaw was an ex-police Triumph, 3TA, 8
350cc Twin, The bike wos fitted with a recess in
the top of the ank fram which the Davon Con-
stusbulary had removed the radio telephone, Whan
it rained this filled up with water which slopped
out all over the rider!

On swmarting work Gill changed 1his much
loved, but rather clapped out, Triumph for a
brand new Hooda CB360, Latwer, whan she got
married she snd her huwband, "Mant’ decided 10
take up off road riding. So the 360 had to go. It
vas replaced by two 1ail bikes, Honda X1 250's,
Gilt now uses hers for road riding, green laning,
trials and enduros,

In sddition 10 parteking in WIMA GIN & also a
an octive member of two other motorcycle
clubs, the Croydon and Streatham and District.
Both of thede two clubs organise and compete in
off.rcad ovants.

Befors Jong Gill fournd thar the 250 Honda,
being something of 8 compromise Dike, was not
roally suitable for serious trisls work, 11 wss
rather beavy and clumsy. So Gill has recantly
become the proud ownes of @ second machine,
a 250cc Bultaca Sherpa T, o proper trials bike,
Martin Lampkin bad bstter look out!

As well as being an extremely compelsnt
motorcydist Gill & alsa a very humorous writer
ard | have decided to include an sccount of
her first rial weitten by Gl

“The dey downed ot an sppallingly early
7 o'ddock, | think moast people would ajree
this & a very uncivilized hour on a Sunday.
The reason for this regrottable ctate of affairs
vais ™at my hushand, Matt, and mysalf were
about 1a enter 3 South Eastern Centre Trisl.

“For the unitiated, a trea is 3 test of skill {or
lack of itl] on the rough through oertaén
marked out sections. ssction s
cunningly designed 5o as to plece swemingly
isurmountable obstacles in the path of the
campetitor. Surprisingly snough soma pecple
manoge to ride motarcycles over terrain that
seerms  singularly  unsuitsbls for  anything
except 83 & training ground for climbers
phinining an ssssult 0n Everest.

“Dbunrvers are postad at each section to keep
their eyes peeled, waiting to pouncs on each
competitor's mistake anc record i1, Putting
foot down once is calied 3 ‘dab’ for which ane
mark is forfeited. Two dsbs leads to



the loss ol 1wo marks, If things aw astting
readly desperate One (50015 to puching with
both fest and ‘welking' through the ssction
astride the ko and aided by the angng, this
lepcts 10 the loas of three marks. These
desperats magsures are empioyed 10 avoid 1he
uitimate anchignaty ol grinding 10 an
ignoninious halt, moving in 3 reverse instead
of farward direction (en a hill for example) o
even, dare | mentian i, lalling off, The
penasty for thess prices of judpesment o the
loss o1 five valuable mpks Tha is 1o be
oided It gt oll possibis, A Triad is not & rice
(unigss the observers are waiting to go 1o
lynich andd they are clasing the seciions as you
Qit to them).

“On the rough my bike & rather high 10 dab
sifectively (by the time | hawe ot some
oomph with my foot the bike often seems to
by noorer the horzontal than the werticad
pasiton), | find my bike rather heavy to
pick up, especally hatf way up (or downl 2
hill, The maral it, of course, don't feop i1 in
the first ploce, Trall bikes are highar geated
than trials Dikgs, This &5 a blessing on 1he
rond, On the rough i1 means that you ean't
go a5 slowly as you'd like to, nor can you Lift
the front whael as easily. Both tresl and 1ol
tikes hauw wide hars 10 a3 balance and
stevring and are fitted with spesial trials
tvrey 1o wid grip,

YOn the moening in gquostion we leaded our
tikes into a friend's traider and haaded for the
wilds of Hampshire whare the tnal waes baing
run on soma Menistry of Defeace land.
14,0 0. land 15 ides! for this type of svent, but
you must be prapared to see soldinr crinvling
arcund with bush»s on their heads, and to
beac accasional loud Dangs.

“Nhen we arrwed It was POUTIng With raim
and | wus Beginning 1o feel rather norvous,
ot 1o mention cobd and wet, We wers gven
our numbers on cardboard, which promgptly
turned  to papier machs in the prevailing
maonsaon. Then at 30 second intervals ooem.
petitors se off, siecars, pre-1365 four
strokes, solo trinls bikes and finplly ©ail
Lekas,

“The tisst section wisn't 100 bad although |
e tall off hall way up ¢ slope whare tha 10p
wil wms rather loose and having just Terned
round 3 tree the bike continusd To turn
dexte my efforts to change direction | was
consoled by the fact that Matt fall off in the
same spot. Thers wers 36 sections altegetner
and | woon't too sickermd by any of them,
One of the advantsgss of a trail bike over a
trials bike 5 that the sections are sightly less
horrendous.

“At the end of the day | was tired and wet
but pleased that 1'd 1aken part in my first
peoper trial, havieg snjoyed mysell aoct met
lots of friendly people. As 10 the results, | lost
119 marks out of » possible 180, The best
fder out of a 200 straeg entry lost an

merediilg 11 marks and the worsl SCore waas

the ios of 158 marks. | didn’t wan any

oriees.”
This as | said at the beginning i &n dccaunt of
Gilks  First  triet end sooe  thon she has
participatsd In many more ples @ few eouros,
Her results contnue to improve, but & this 1s
onty Gil’s first year in trials it is easly daye, All
very best withes Gl and may alt your fslls e
litthe Ones,

HAZEL MAYES {Australial.

Haol was Autralia’s flrst WIMA member, jaining
in 1960 and I'm afraid | know very litTle visy
about e In her g Gays She wirs 3 heen rally
ist and undertook many long jowrneys by Me1or-
cycle. | uss the past teree for a reasao for Hazel
in no longer an dctive motarcydist. When her
husbard disd she decdied 10 take up flyim
planes! and 1his hobby has now taken over the
place of riding.

HILARY MUSSON

Hilkry, "not the Milsry Musson® | hear you 38y,
Yas | know that 10 mosT of you the rarme will be
familiar bocsuse Hilary was only the sscond
woman to race in the 1sh of Man T.T. Races,
Wnat you probabty o6 not ko is that Hilury i
alxo @ kean WIMA member and that it takes a
1ong time to qualify to féea In the T.T. In 1his
secTian | will concentrate on the years lnading up
16 this hstarcal event.

Hitary was a member of WIMA in the 1950' but
ropped out becsuse shy felt that ot that time
not many of te girls wers interested in the
sporting  side of motorcycang, Masmnly the
membership  seemed 1o consist  of  rally
enthusssts and as Hilary could not afferd W
uct.ﬁdoawrlwmmlodronmd (hi
Association, She rofoined in 1978 after readirg
an article by Annie Brigas in Motarcycle Weekly
and seaing  that ssversl other girls liks Mary
Grinham and  Barhara Coombss  were sl
membars, She realised that ¢ was sily 1o drop
Out @s the object of WIMA mut be for all wemen
riders to stock tojether and 1o support ssch
other, As Hilary says, the sporting interest in
WIMA delinitely sems to be increpsing,



Hitary's riding ix by no means confined 10 racing.
In 1969 shé waon the Ladiss Lorg Distance
Awnrtd 81 the BMF Faly ancd bas won & couple
of Specisl Awerds in the ACU Nationat Rally.
Hilsry's motorcyclirg tegan just before she wis
yixtenn, when her husband, thon har boyfriend,
John, bought a 250cc Roys Enfield, Hilery used
10 ride on the dillion and emjoyed 11 0 much
that she cecwdod she wanted o bike of her own,
She knew just whatl she wanted, & Teiumph
Tiger Cub, nO MOORrs Of mopeds for Hilary.
The day sha left schoel she arrved hore and 3
large van from 2 lozal matarcycl: desler’y draw
up outside Fer houss nd unlosded — & Tiger
Cubl Har father had booght it for her,

Hilsry had great fun on thet bike and about &
year Wi she and John were manied. Soon of ter
that chwghter Gall arrived oa the scens o the
bikes gave way 10 a car. Bul the enthusizsm wes
still there and, with Cadwerll Park near by, thoy
decided to pay a visit 1o the rases. Alwr that
there was 1o stopping them, At Easter and a1
Bank holldays they went 10 o5 many races 36 they
oo:&d at Branck Hatch, Mallory Park and Oulton
Park.,

In 1950 Milsry read that the Batley Motor
cyele Club were going to orgenise o Lades Race
at Cadwed Park. Of course she had 10 have 2 g0
and entared on their 300ce Triemph Déyiona,
The big day came and the 8 womin lined up
with engnes running for a chutch stael. Hilary
firithad  fourth behind Eunice Evans and
Andrea Williams.

Sadly 1t was this wwent which cousedd Hilary 10
loive  WIMA, commenting on it in a
contemporary edivan of the Newslettar Hillary
saysl

“Although the mce wes moanhiored & couplo
of times in the mptorcychng peess, including
2 letter from WIMA membsar Stella Clark
bepping for enteies, only oght gicls took part.
| thought we were all suppased to be keen,
and after aE aur WIMA is suppossd 10 be
fighting far the right for wamen ta race. Most
of us had naver raced before so it wasa't 36
1houch thie CRPPOSILGN Wik 100 great Parhagns
it wes becouse some gels may hawve had
difficulty In obtsining leather clothing, |
would hove 10 take gart in 4 race such as the
Thruatos 500 miler whers machine melishility
counts for as much as rider abelity, but we we
not guing 10 ba allowss 10 compate unles
there it mora support, After all we are o
airls, surely an opportunity too good to ss?

“Anyway o1 Gt hope that the Botley clud
race will be the first of many because most of
Wi who did take purt tharaughly enjoysd our-
wives, Dne girt who really deserves prase s
the aver wilkng Jean Suttan who took third
place ahead of me on her Triumph Traphy
compte with trizls tyess and handbebars,
My Dayiona Triumoh was fitted with aing
tyrus Lut Jean Nterally blev e off down the
straight. Stalla Clark, 3 grandmother | beliewe,
and fresh from 2 maximum Points ren = 1he
National Rally, atso took pawrt on hor Tiger
100, but she was having trouble with the oil
pump. | think the men werd quite surprised
10 set jutt how fast we did go. I've dona my
it 5o let's huwe 3 bit more support next
time,"

After that day Hilary ceased 10 e & speciator
at racus and she 3ol John shared the Triemph in
many club races. That is 1o say they shared it
WnTi it biew up white Hilary wes riding i1, They
started 10 rebuid it 2 job which was nevr finie
shed and finally given up when they sold it last
year (1978)

The Trumph wis reploced by 8 1973 500:c
Honda and a 250cc Sezuki, Milsey rode both of
these machines st Vineent Ownars Cluls mostings
and other club races, 1t wosn't until 1974 thst
she had 3 sarious Qo at winning anything and 1hat
wos atter the purchage of her lirst 250cc Yamaha
from Padgett’s of Batley. This proved to be @
very refable machine, it newr lailed to tinish o
race snd took Hilary to third place in the Briteh
Formula Racing Club's 250ce Production Cham.-
poeship in 1975, In the Tollowing yeoar she won
the ssme Crampionship.

In 1977 a new meodel Yamaha took pride of
pisce, but, although it gave no trouble, i owes
siow. The competition in hee class was becomang
much more farce and by missing 2 couple of
meetingy  Hilary was out ol tho contee:
atogether. Howewr she décided 1o enter a faw
National Méstings. mestly 8t Saetterton, in ordes
to try foe an Intemational Liosnss, with the sole
intention of satering the T.T.

So it was that sarty in 1878 her International
Licance come through the letrerbox and Hilary
entered and rode in the T.T. in 1978, In that
year she razed & 247ce Yamaha in the Formub 3
Production Racs. Mitary raced 3goin in 1979,
!is time on a 369t Suzuki, You GAnot miss
Hilary's bike in the peddock; it’s the anly one
caversd with WIMA stickers!

WIMA 5 indeed Both pleased and proud that
Hitary has rejoined, porhaps she will be abile 0
encouraae others to follow her lead. | wondar
what the respanss would be like if 3 clul decided
1o arganise & Ladies Ruce now?

HILARY MUSSON June 28th 1875 Silverstone
won a 2nd class award in % hour Trig!,






LILY ROOM

To all regular WINMA Rally goars Lilly will need
no imroduction, for 0 PBer fillewn vyoors of
membarship of the Association ths hasn't missed
one! Lily Is always happy and smiting and full of
fun. Although she s & grandmaother she has the
urargy and enthsiasm of 8 pixtean yaar old ano
thinks nathing of dashing off ¢ getherings &l
oeet the countryside on her 125cc Honde, | weni
10 wisit Lily, 10 find out mors about this remark-
sk moman, one cold =nd stormy day lan
Weeir’, 1 was rather late  In arriving ae tho
weihar was warse than |'d expectsd and 1'd
ytedirestimated the distance by about fifty milas!
At zoon as | pulled up outside the house Liky
ruthed out to great me with the words “You'rs
Lt ' put your cinner in the oven, |'ve eatan
mine!" Sha behaved ai f | ate thore ragularly,
wheress ia Tact I'd only aver met Lil once before,
She's the sact of persan who 52 mother 10 erery-
pos, Anyany 1 went to seo her to loarn har story
$0 now 1'd batter tell it 1o you.

Lily's Introduction tO mutorcycles came n
1953 when ber husband was kitled in the Xarsan
war. LIt was left 2 widow with three childron, the
st Qirl was 16, her son 30 and har youngest
dayghter, Julle, only 6. Lity's only transpart was
3¢ otd push bike on which she usedd 10 carry Jul'e
10 sthoot and heeself 10 weaek, A1 this age Jube
wea prowing rapidly and Lil was finding the
pedaliing rather hard work, So she anaounced
one day ot work, "I'm going 10 buy o motos
biko." Eweryone thought she was jokng. She vas
not. Soms weeks later she bought 2 sscond kand
Bantom, For o fuw divys it 3ot in the back yard 35
Lily bad ro idea how to ride 1t. Then a Kindly
reghbour intenviined and offared 1o give he
nding Insong. Mar first was not a resourding
suecces,

Lil starred the bike up easily and pulled sway
quite smaothly and all want well entil sha come
1 the end of the road. Then 1the troulde started
She decded she couddn't turn around snd hel by
this time forgotten Fow 1o stop! As Juck would
hove it the roxd was on an unfinshed estate and
Lil was heading for an cechard. But, in Datwesn
hor anc it some thoughtless workman bhad lelt &
large pile of draen pigest This wam no probilem,
Lil rode ower them skilltully and gracefully, Ske
Sammy Millar himssll gad into 1he archard. So
that put paid to the first groblem, na reed to
wrn rount now, But the sscond one of how to
stop remaingd, LIl however, had alreddy learnt o
fuw thingt sbout thix new corveyance o ¢he
heacied for the best patch of mud she could find
and duly stopped, right an i1, During this fittle
weapada bue kindly neighboor wns getting rather
worned and was not o fitthe surprised when he
fourd Lil and Bantamn plastered i mud weth our
hacaine convalied in an uncontroliable fit of
laughter! As neithe  Lil nor her neighbour
vanietd o repeat this purfommancs LI ooked
sound Tor another vy of kearming to handle the
morstar. Luckily an RAC/ACU. course was
slartng up avme Five mdes fram her haome and
Ll wary wesaly enrglied

For tha 1irst two Bssonsg Uil rode thare 0n her
push bike, ond on the third Saundey on her
Hantam, In bottom gear il the way! At the end
of the course she pased the test and not long
after the Minisiry of Transport 105t She wisd mow
able 10 carry o pillion passenger, Julie enjoyed
his role immensely and ook to 1t ike a cuck to
witer, But she did not stop growing, o soon
Lily wan looking around for & larger mochine.

Lily Room and Anne Gale | lnovmon Yo Lat
May 1976




With the Jdequaition of o bipger Lok L
became mare adventurous and started 10 wander
turther atisks. She started Qaing to ralies, In
1964 she wam 1o the Dragon Rally, in Narth
Wales, met Maursen Willis and joined WIMA. In
1965 she won the Esso Safety Award in a2 rding
compeatition, At the same rime she decicded 10
add 10 the Annual avards pressated at the WIMA
Rally, she donated 3 trophy for the member who
had travelled the fturthess to attend the Rally. It
= called, not surprisngly, the Lily Room Long
Dswance Trophy.

In the twenty<ix years that Liy has been &
motarcyclist she has ownod thirtean bekes, Her

{avourite wane a Golden Arrew Super Spoeis
250cc, the omly faudt with it wes the ‘smoke

sCroen” of e 10 make, Lif was always having her
wg pubed sbaut this, Lil has many amusing
stories o tell sbhout her viriogs explosts and a
pilg Of largs folders CoONTUiNIng Newspaper reports
about them. In ore lcal paper thare awn
appearsd & cartoon about her with the capton
“Putrol snd oid Iece” In the clippings there are
frequent references to Tonup Grannan” w1 In
foct Lily now has six grandehildren and five
groot-grandchildren! Somo of them have alresady
shown signs of following in Lil's tyre macks

LIl abnays describes her motorgysiing as full
of fun and laughs, but she has some not %0
amusing 1ales 10 el as wel, On ane OUcassn 'y
putllod in at 4 {dling statsaon only ta be tol by
1he peopristor | (ln V't approve aof worrn ¢ -Iir‘):i
ks, and P 0ot golog to serve you'"” {1 cannot
print Lil"s raply). On another cay Lil s1opped ina
haady lay-by to nid over the hedge, when she
chimbed etk she Tound Der swead lylong on dis
sids, 1 wot oaded with camping gear and. she
couldn’'t LTt it, Much 10 har surprese 2 maotorist
1woan ww hee plight ard stopeed, When he sow
that the rider was 8 Tumale e ¢hanged and
refusad 1O A%t OoN the graunds that i1 women
indegandence Ly riding

wonted o show thair
motorcveles they could * “owall pck
them up thamsetves! L \nas .nurl. assounded.

Happily these aro isoloted incids _-,,-.., rart
from being callsd “long haired v by the
occssional passer by, Lil says that 1hr"ur'\ ndang
she hws hod lots af lughs and mada inads of
friends, Long may this continus,

Lily Roorm with Vivan Batherstock, Moldiog
Ly Rown Loog Distance Trophy Lisnarmman
Yo lal May 1875




LOUISE SHERBYN (US.A.)

| leml that in many ways these Ten pages sbout
Lowise showld stand out from all the others, or ot
Wast o in the front of the section. But then |
decidud that it wos weless 10 try to grade
mambers according ta their services to VAMA so
Losse has hod to take her place o alphabeticsl
ooder dong with everyone ehes,

Louse, as almost all mambees mist Dy now
know, s the Founder of The Womant Inter-
nasona Matareyela Association, without her thiy
Book wouk! never have bean written and many of
™ svInts In T would never have taken place.
Unfarturately | haww tdunr ot This remarkable
nd inexbaustabile lady, but | do have a detailed
SCSOuUNT, writien Dy her, of how the Associsiion

n

The Association wos offically lounded in
1990, although the groundwork started before
thet, Loume's intaredt in motareyching appeared
In the sarty 1920°s when she =t on o 1921
Indian, which wis ownaed by ¢ 16d who came 10
visa her sider sister . A few yoars latae har brother
bought an old Iadsn. In 1929 Louise had her
firee ride in 2 midecar, a1 first che wis weared | but
then found It grent fun, Yesrs passad, Louisy
gen w snd got married, Her husband started
yrarning for two wheels again ss ha had owned
several muachines befors they maer, So Louiss
Decarme o pitlion cder on a Harley Davidson, This
v 100n replaced by an Indian Chiet and | ouise
once &ain had The plassure of riding In a sidecar.
In 1932 Louies's husband decided 1hat she waes 50
koen on bikes that he would get her ane of hee
oven, The ides frighenad Louse 35 women
deivers were almost unhoard of and ale was &
litve worried about the effect riding would hawe
on her reputation & $he was supposed to be
Yladylike” and  dignifiet', Sha held a4 pood
potition i the Kodak company and wondered
what the rest Of the OHes wousd think af hes
‘putting about’ in the city an a moiorcycial

Loutse need not have worried, it wos s0o0n
knoam that she bl taken 10 (WO whesls and
awry Monday mornng her colleagues would ask
"Whars did you o this weskand?"” She kept her
qood reputation and she and her husbend jooned
the Kodsk City Motorcycle Ciub and later the
Wyne County Club, Soon Lourse Tound she v
20tive in many motworing clubs includng the
AMA, the Canadian Motorcyde Association
and the Britesh Pathfinders Club,

It wos then thot the started 1o mnterast hesel!
i women motorcyclists in paricular, She ;oined,
and belped 10 revive the Motor Maios, This was
an arganisotion et up in the 1940'% It had
varioud branches throughous Amarica 1T was not
0 maeh ¢ motoreyels club, moee of & display
teorn. The garks in It ussd to do & formation ride
Found the rack at the start of a race meeting.
Thiy woee smart Dlue unitorms and thesr bikes
ware alwiays Desutifally turned out. Louiss so
much enjoyed the experisnce ol 9ting The
Muoicks together ogain thot whien she maoved back
1o Waterloo she enlisted the assistance of another
girl and formed the Waterioo Twilight Roamens
Motoreycle Club. During the WIMA twentieth

Anniversary cRlebrations Louise was pressnted
with an Honarary Life Mambarship of this club.

Louie's intéresl in motorcycle publications
bagen with e viding, with firss her attomoth a3 o
regorter of club news, than as a contributor of
artscles which appestad in several publications.
She then becsme the Associate Editor of one of
Amenca's lesdng moloreyeh publications and
for the past lifeen years Lousss has, of courss,
been the Cditor of the Intemationat edinon of
the WIMA Newslottar which members may
receive each quartsr,

Let's 991 back ta Louis's ridiny. Louise’s first
machine was » 1932 Inclian Scout, Her traiming
ground was 8 gravel road, 1hree lessons later she
vas riding throagh city watfic. Sace then she has
been riding conticpously an various madals of
Indian. |0 her mesny miks she has never had an
pccident! Mer tripe hive taken bar 1o many parts
of the USA, 300 Canada, She undertook hes
first long journey (s mwee 1200 mikes) to Chcago
0 1937, Lowise believes that she cao lay claim to
the destinction of being the fisst American
wornan 10 reach the far North — tha Timagams
Forest of Canada. This wos in fact rather mare of
a tear than it sounds. This trip was o 18537 when
many main roxds in Canade were still mode of
it and gravsd and were very rutted and rough.
Louse aiso feels that the may have besn the fast
Amsficas woman 10 compats In a foregn com-
petinian, In 1848 she rode in a2 720 mile enduro
i Canads. Durmg this penod Louise tock paeet in
many evants but her main love was touring,

During the 1940% the number of women
niders inoreased and they bDégan 10 1ake 3 read
interest in motorcycles. Loukse belieysd thst
there should be more octivities for them. Her
etinf in thiy grew stronges and sIrondge and she
started thinking about 3 worldwide organisstion
of all womean motarcyclists. It was Guring the
woond Workd War while Lovise wer sachangag
correspondence with many women in vancus
pacts of the world that she became inbusd with
this naw idos, Why not undte as o body , exchang-
ing idexs, problems and advics? It would add
considerably towards bettering the stmosphers,
the good comporionship, and marvsllous fun of
competition and touring and all that s
charactenistic of the sport. She felt sure that
others would agree  with her. Ar thes time
women sbroad were competing b 2 wider rarge
of events thon In Amecc and wers doing well,
Why? Maindy, Louise feit, the light weight motor-
cycle had prowed its safefy and easy handling
among women riders. With the influx of light-
weight machinez from sbroad — here was sn
ancouraging outlook, Why couldnt American
women isok forward to uniting and ncressing
their opportunites in competitions as nidess?
Why couldn't women unite their nterssts into
one beg Association? With this thought come the
wmital step of founding The Womens Inter-
netionasl Motareycle ASSOCiaton,

Someone saed to Louios ot the time that this
endasvour would be impossible! But Louise's
boww of 1he wort and hee Setarmination Xept her
going and abha made it a4 possibility and than a



weessful reality. Once she had completed the
ground work she enlisted the help of Two of her
friends, Mrs. Mope Janes and Miss Grace Canrad,
S0 | suppose they coud be called the first two
WiIMA membaerst 19 ket Loulso have the lam
words:—

“With the halp of syvery member and some

wondeful frience the WIMA has now grows

todoy to be the largest women's motorcycle

GIganiation in the world.”

You can read more about the early days of
WIMA in the first chapter of the hook.

Heve, with only limited spece avadlable an
anly cordinary wards at my disposal | cannot
think of » suitable tribute 10 pay o a woman,
who vess not only our lounder but who has also
devoted a life-time to the Association, Logiw, »
Big Thank You from all of us.

MURIEL SCOTT
I know very iths stout Aurivl but fult (hao she
dewrwed 3 mention here as she was once Captain
of the British Division, snd | believe 1hat sha
organited the first WIMA Rally in Brten in
Ampthill Park in Badfordshire,

Murial was Captain Circa 1958

JEAN SUTTON

Jean dasarves mention |n this seotion both far hee
remarkable courage anc detsrmination in return-
ing 10 twa wheels after losing 8 leg in an sccadend,
foe being 0 swecossful compotitor in trials and for
reprasenteng the British Division so ardémily it
the rafiies ot the Conunental Division,

Jesn has been 2 dedicated motarcyelin
througch much  adversity, As & chikd she
cantracted polio and latwr on in wcult life
muscular dystrophy. Despite  thew obvices
difficulties she was 8 very active rider, attesding
rollies at homw snd shrosd and rading in many
trials, She has sver mede one gtempt at road
racing 60 & Triumgh Trophy in trials tim! This
lotrer funt wus in the Powdaer Puff Oerby’, a
indles race organised by the Batley Motorcycke
Clb at Cadwell Park in 1969, Hilery Musson,
250 taking pact in the race, recalis how Jean
“really blew her off on the straights™. Hilary wes
riding a Trivmph Daytons in récing 1en and wis
uttarty amazed by the sight of Jasn toaring past
on a trials machine! Jean came third in the racs!

Jean, along weth ber friend Shiney Gilber,
was one of the first British Division membsers 1o
artend the Continental Rallses. They wert on
their own on two very smert 500cc Triumphs
with black frames and red petrol tanks, Jean has
many happy memories of the fuss and kindness
they recoived aceoss tho Channal,

In 1972, on Easier Mondsy Jean was involved
in a rasty road soosdent with & car and, as a
rosult, she lost har leg. Har courage newer fasled
har; only a year later she was riding agsin, on 8
solo! For this remarkable achievement Jear was
chosen WIMA Mamber of the Year by the British
Division, Here Jean made WIMA history by beirg
the first person 13 gain this accolade,

Jean, kesn s gver, still manages 1o do some
all riding in Wales whese she and her husband,
Dick. run farmhouse holitays for il riding
motorcyclists.

| catied on Jean one wery wet end cold day
|gst Christmas to find out Mom about her,

It was . 1880 that Jean first tasted ‘The
magic world of motorcycha'; it cae in the form
o! the realsation thot & biks could not anty be
wed on the road, as & means of transport bot siso
had the ability to ‘take to the Milis® like a pony.
She was watching the famous Scottish Six Days
Trial, That wes in May, o June Jean vees
mounted oa her firgs bike, a Jittle 1600c special
trials BSA Bantan, wn British racing grean with
gfloy  tank  and  mudguards,  She  became
acouainted with the machine in 3 fisld and thus
received her tirst dose of the drug’.

The duys s00n swetched 1o waeks and scon
Juon wos sising her bike to travel 1o work, At that
timw she was 3 nurse in Kings Langiey, The bike
was w01 perfoot, whan you revwedt the ungine too
much all the lights blew! Six months jater Jean
toak her test and hapedly theew osey her 'L°
peatat. Dick was o kesn trisls ricer and most
Sundays found Dick riding and Jean following,
Saon Jean started to rige in ‘Clased to Club'
eventy. In the first of thase she won she Ladies
Award,

In 1961 Jeen soquired her Tirst new machine,
& Tesh Tiger Cub, with rather questionable
Lucas eiectrics called “energy transter’. As Jean
says “1 wos the energy and | did the trane-
ferring.” The Like never started on the kick start
#nd $ho was scon an expart ‘runnes anc bumper”.
She roce the Cub to Scotiand whara she wat 10
marshall in the Six Days. Jean describes it as "a
Feke on a bike” 1.400 rmides in en days, it was @
terrific weak'l

The bua had now bitten Jesn hard, She
turnad her atentions to the MCC long distance
triaks, = 1972 she rode in hes finst Londan —
Lands End and back an her Iittle BSA Bantam.
Her Drskes Tailed going down Countmbiury Hill,
she panicked, kickad the bike into & lowar gear
and knocked all tha teeth off the botiom gear,
She rucalls riding up Begoors Foost in the dark, ‘o
ghow of lighted cigarettes either side of the 1rack,
It weas eaey and exciting, the adreng ing started 10
flowd', Sha finishad, got up all the hills; on some
she footed, on same she stopped, bul some she
#iso cleaned.,

in the sama year sho rade the Derbyshire,
very much the same, but this time she gained 2
Thiet! Class Award! Joan felt wery proud. 1n the
Exetar the and Dick rode » BMW wath a sports
Steib sidecar, they had » great deal of fun and
would have achieved more bl the gearing was
cooht:? far the chair. Nevertheless they mansged
aT .

The following ysar Jean hod onethar go at the
Lands End, this time on her Tiger Cub with
improved ignition. The night weas wer and coki, 2
typical Easter, The firat hill, raining aned in the
dark was Beggars Roost. The glow of cigaraties
wers stifl there, The tlag dropped and she was
off, bobbing wp and down over rocks like e



marbles. She hung on, her leet st on 1Pe Toot
rests, Then the lights had 0one, She was clean.
Her farst kel in the dark and clean! The aight
trow on, hot coffes in scme cafes, wet ot
wdden scarves, Mars bars in & wet Barbour
pocket. Dense fog, sometimes riding two abreast
poonng into what swmed aothing, At last day
treak came, Morg hilly and still Jasn rode clesn.
At last came Blue Hiks Mines, As Jean arrived a1
this RiN the was becoming neurctic. The Gastar
toliday makars werg out 10 enjoy the fun. It was
Jion’s turn, the flag droppad and she was saay.
First a wigle around the battem, then 3 stop,
ad finally the long spectacular climb windng
high Into the heavens near The edge of & cbfr,
Jean's great moanwat csme when she passed the
End Card. Sho was so alared she came out of the
section on the back wiseel, This was her Tirst Firsy
Class Award,

Juan's noxt goal was the Welsh Tiree Days
Trial, as It then was, The day before the trisl
tound Dick on his 1SOT type BMW and Jetn on
fer Tiger Cub heacing towards Liandnndod
Wells. The fallowing moming Jean tound hersel!
among many other Cubs ond amall machines
commencirg on their marathon. O they want
ina the wild unknowm hils with mysterious un-
pronguncabtile names, trampéng on s hard at they
couid, Despite seviving 1ate at meny ¢f the check
poanss Jean finished and won & Bronz Awaerd.
She wos utterly oxhausted, Far the peize giving
the next evening Jean decided 10 drass up o bit,
md put on omo highheeled shows, biut her leg
muscles were o painful that she spent the
#ning in hor stockinged feet! Urdaunted she
recle in snother two of thes events and many
more MOC classic triafs,

Sedly Jesn's tnal niding career was nat 10
continue, |s 1968 the grom biow camu, She
bicame (Il with muscular dystrophy and ended
up in the Royal Mospital for nervoas diseases.
Her physician was the famows Roger Eannicter.
The result of thes iliness was that Jean hat 10
#ap el farms of competition, but she was sl
able 10 ride 2 bike so long as she 0ok 1ifs sasily

Jean's idea of an sasy life is cbwiously rattee
Giterent from most peoples. [n the ame yee
gk finighed preparing her a special hike, » Tri-
greaves, Building spacials is not casy as Jesn
found whiln she rmpotiently awaited the srrivel
of the Trigreeves, True to fashon she was in
Britsh racing green, with alloy mudguards But
thie time the powor unit was o 500c Triumph
ergine, Soon they werne inseparable, where Jasn
vant 50 o Trigresyes!

Abotst the tame time Dick had startod siding
In the International Six Days Trial, in 1968 in
Sweden and 1967 in Polnd. Jésn wos abie 10
accampany him on both occasons. In 1987, aftr
almays nding both 10 and from events, they
decided that 1o ride o Poland cowld be o bit
risky, 20 thay put the bikes into a Morris 1000
Pick-Up, the only place 1611 for 1he spare wheel
was on the boneet. On their wey through
Caschaslovakis they el Lide, with whom Jean
hat corresponded for @ number of yaars, It wasa
cold and wet night and after many complications

they arrived in the dark by the side of the Orfick
Dam, thit was precaded by a rather nerve
wracking dreve wath Ludvic, Lida's brathar, Later
they Barned that the car had had no brakes!
They were welcomed into @ warm log cabes in
the centre of whch was o large potbellied stove
nearly dencing oo the oot with the heat. The
rext morning they carried on 1o Pakand, Dick to
tride in the ISDT 2nd Jean to be a towrist.

Ar the riad Jean Tound tha she weas the only
British person on a bike who was not nding In
the avent! So she taok 1o wandering ahout an bar
own. On Eunday while she was quietly poteering
through the woods she became a tritle apprahan-
sive when she caw a crowd of matarcyclists riding
straght 1owards har, Suddonty thoy stopped and
» voice from among them saed “') am Petar, from
Vieana, and Dick has asked me 10 ook after
vou' From then on Jean was 10 maet Peter
from Vienaa at ewery ISDT,

To Jesn a0 of these evens seem loog ago
now. Since the acesdent she is no loagr able to
be 30 adwniurous on two wheels, alihough she
Is still abvle 1o enjoy wail riding in the beoutiful
countryside aoued Llandrindad Weils, where she
and Dick now live, She laughs 10 be reminded on
the days when che couldn't avin prosounce the
name!

Jean remains hively and cheerfuf, come what
may and 3ll kesn motoroyclists are aiwoys sure
of 2 warm and friendly reception at her farm. |
fowl thet if swwr & member destryes to be voted
Member of the Yesr Jean does, svery year.

THERESA WALLACH (U.S.A,
& BRITAIN)

The following introduction 10 Thorwsa  firgt
sopsared in the Ameircan Weekly on 30th
Ocrober 1949,

“The sundrowned woman.on a matorcycle
waved down the cowbay who was riding fast
In the opposite direction. 'l say there,” iho
called out s by pulied up his horse shoet in g
ﬂoudrol dust, "Mow far is It to the naarsst
town

"He gamd & her in amozemeat, ‘Holy
mackeel, Ma'm,” he said, 'Are you slons, way
out here in this dessrt?” She nodded laughing.
But I'm alright, I've been all over the workd
waone — Alnies, Europe and most of yeur
Laitad States” “Are yoa crazy, or rich?' He
wanted (0 know. Maybe I'm oazy, but I'm
not rich, I'm almost store beoke, but 10 pick
up @ bit ol money some place, this is my
Haaspart,” Shw patted her bike, "And | don't
nasct moch ales *

"What Thesasa Wallach didn't mention was
that for such travel you need courage and
ingenuity and a Fvely spirit af adventum, She
his dore what most of us only draam of
doing — ashe’s gone where and whwn she
wanted to. A motoreyele champion, Miss
Wallach has besn traveliing for years with all
Pwe worries loft bahind her and wll bar warthly



poseEsHons boiled down 1o what she can caery
an har truaty motoreyele. First she towersd
Europe. Then made the hazardous 10,000 mike
1rip trom Algiers to Cape Town, South Atrica
In thcent woeks she has travelled mors (than
25,000 miles in the United Ststes, Expanse
are almost nil, She can Jo » oG way on e
motoreycle on a galfon of g Sha doesn
hawve to worty sbout howl resenations of
poying hotet bilty, When she’s tired, or soes
an attractve spot, she pitchas her teat and
sets up house kesping for the night. Food o
her grostost expense and when she rues low
on muney she $10p5 and gers herself a job,
Suenatimes sha picks truitor works o 3 larm
or In u garage, or Jiwe lectures about heor
pdventurss N he road. She went to 5 motor
ang aireralt maintenance schools in London
antg i » liewnced meshanic both in England
and in the United States. She can always pick
up 3 j0b 8 8 mechasic and with 3 few dollan
che 1akes off again™

All sounds wondertul doesn't 7 | feel that
Tharesa neads no intraduction at all, = many
veay's she s responyibile for my sitting down ot the
typawriter now. For agus kvery Time | ooened 2
book or tlked 0 anyone shOut women motos:
eyclists the name Theresa Wallsch kept coming 1o
ma, | shall list a few of her mordible achigve-
ments hare; awarded 3 Brooklsnds Gold Star,
made two unasccompanied crossinge of the Sehara
Desert, rocde alone across America, startsd her
own Norton imparting business in America,
wrote a book about learning to ride, started har
owen riding school, appeared on televigion, was
one o1 the tirst women despatch tiders i the
Second Woeld War and to cap it all from 1962 1o
1877 sho was International  Vice-Capeain of
WIMA

On one occatron | was idly glancing through
our lozal paper {the ‘Kingsbury News'| when my
wye was caoghi by o8 headline which rued
“Triumph far Theresa’, The article went cn 10
sy that the Wembley Historical Society wes
campiling a list of ‘Wembiey Worthiss" and thot
Tharesa wauld feature in the book & she wes
the last person 1o win 8 Brooklnds Gold Star
and after the War the acictsd W.O. Bantley in
designing and testing Aston Martin cars, | simply
had to know more, 30 | wrote 1o the suthor of
the story. In his reply | wis able to learn a great
deal mrore sbout this wonderful lady.

The weriter in the paper |John Peppit) remem-
bers Theess Quite clearly wheo o 1928 she
gained a scholarship in engineering 10 The
National  Engineering  College, now “ City
University, He continues thus:-

“My own recoliections of Theress sre con-
fined to a happy weekeryd On my cousins
farm, whin | was about 10 yesex 0ld. Sha

1 Mm@ 10 drive o tractor, and 100k e
nither and thither on the back of har bike.
Maat of the roads on the farm wers untarrad
and full of flints, 5o she rode on the grass ot
the side, Father followsd on hig bike with »
‘spxace my child' expeession on his face!

“Father had known Therssa for meny yasms,
befare ha met mother in fact, and he was
mast surprised ta find her on one of mothers'
family tarms,

“Theress win awtully good with machinery.
Har eross country riding ability was high and
sha smathed out the bent frames, irseporable
from sueh activity, herselt,™

| have also beard froem ather loca! sources that
Tharess wis cagable of straightening a bent frame
out on her knee! | doubt the truth of such &
stxtmmsany

Theresa grew w0 in London, She used to
walch the grown up girls crowd out of the
factarine and swith off 10 queve for tha cinrmas
and dance halls ard Theresa used 10 shudder at
the sight, “That's not gong ta be the Iy for
me." she said 10 harselt, she aio sald it 10 Ber
parants who thought she was o bit odd, To them
the only way 10 Ine rospectobly wor to stay st
home, find a hushand and settle down to a life
of cooking snd needlswork, Tharesa knew that
she couldn’t do this. She 1aid mweyone that she
was going to travel — (0 e Africs and the
Sahars Desert, Hollywood, the Grand Canyon,
New York and Parie,

She sterted doing something about this aim
first by sneeking odt on her brother's padal cycle
and teaching herssll to vide. Later she stood
staring wideeyed At matoreycles instead of at
boyy, She had ta fight guite a bit at home 1o
get her way. Soom her pasants found out that she
was sctually riding, Whan she was seventeen
they told her that usless she settled down she
would =nd up as nobody’s bricel An argument
followed snd Therssa Wit hame o tears, She
wont to a friends house whara she found hor
friend equally upset, Some of her family had
moved t0 Capetown, South Alrics and she missed
them wery moch  “Chesrap,” wid Theresa.
“Suppose we use my bike and g0 and s them,"”
Fraom thas day onwards Theresa’s address was just
as lkaly to be Pos: Restante, Desset Edge Petrol
Pump, Algiers or Albuquergua

Durng the pravious yeacs Theresa had been
studying enginescing at the University of Londan
and was an active member of & maotoreycle club,
She had competed in many types of spert,
namely teigls, scrambles and road racang. She
felt she hod the sxparience and contkience 10
lcok after 0 motorcycle «n any circumatancis,

Soon tho girts were mody. They set off from
Africa Mouse in the Aldwych weth about & thous:
nd Longdoners wstching them! They crodsed
Eurape in » wory cold Decermber, teok a bost
scross the Maditarransan, ariwd in Algiies and
=1 off 10 croes the Sahara. They were 10 meet
with natives who had naver seen & matoreycle, As
2 discourngerment to llons they carried a powerful
flashlamp and two Dusinessiike revolvers, Fos
almost a year they endured some exasperating
axperiences, such a5 ‘runnmg 8 bigend’ in the
desert. Aunning out of petroi In the jungle,
and eating bread so hard they had to chip the
$oaf wath a harnmer and screvedriver! They soon
forgot  the unplossantness of  thece  times



I the sights and splendours of Afrce and Table
auntan which was their goal

Although both girls misted ther home nd
wmily nothing could detar Theresa from wanting
y see more of the world.  Linfartenately her
minthaes intentions, 85 well a1 thase of many
thers, took = setbect 8t the outhresk of Warld
far 11, However syen Mitler ¢5dn't w100 Theresa
ding. She joined the Tramport Corps as soon
§the Vomren's Auxillisry Territorial service wes
wobilsed. Thousonds of miles of Convoy wark in
Ir raids and black-cuts meant special maans of
‘argport, Ordecs wern relemod 10 isue Thorus
fth a motarcycie arnd she thus becams 1he Tirst
joman despatch nder. For the Tirst time wormen
wotorcycle woops woro able 10 campets agsest
ther army regiments in motorcycle cOMPeti-
ans, Theresa spant seysn yesrs in Sctive enics
uring the War,

Towards the end of the War the Transport
orps was absorbed Mo base workshops, Twa
ware bators she was cemobilised Thecesa wor
‘ansfar to 2 unit of the Royal Electrical arvd
tuchanical Enginsers. She was vecy disappointed
hat did not rally 10 tha wackshops
uicker. Hara Theress clasmed another first. She
s the firsh wamen 1O pass the mechanics fitters
xam, for this ske was made the AT.S ‘trial
orse’.

For Theyruan the return 10 “Civvy Street”
impty meant fransfer 1o & white ranon book and
3 controli=d labour, In under a year she wason
he move again, She wantod 1o see America,
anding in New York with @ new motoreycla she
mssn't 100 bothersd with reservations, finances,
139990 or any of the ather thingt mod! trave ks
ave to concern themselves with, Equipped with

eaping Deg and 2 palr of seadiebags, which
remed muore full ol spaaners and mags than
lothes, the managed e Interesting 10urs.
‘hamse stayed in America for two and a hall
wars, in that time she cowered 32,000 mikes and
1 one time or ancther had 18 jobs!

At the end of her tours Theresa's biks was put
n display on the Norton stand at 3 motorcycls
haw in New York snd it was there that Louise
feroyn met hor and intraduced ber 10 WIMA,
\fter this Theresa returned to England, fode har
wmmy' Norton 10 the Tactory in Brmingham
nd wes presanted with & réw maching by the
ompany.

Theress, however, digd sol stay ia England
ang In less thon » year the returned 10 Amarica,
his time to start up 3 motoreycle busingss, After
e Wiae yoears export vem vital 10 British Industry
nd their bikes wers in grest demand in the
tates but few peoplé Enew wery much about
hem. So Theresa dealt especially in British bikes,
nainly Norton and Triumph. Al this time she
ws the oaly woman 10 own and run her own
notorcycle business, Mar shap not only sold,
erwiced and repaired bikes, Theress also decsded
0 start giving riding lessons &3 well The business
hrived for many yooars but finglly started to
lecling in the 1970 with the mflux of Japanese
nachings on to the American market, S0 in
973 Therasa packed up the shop in Chicago snd

movet 10 Phoanix, Arizond whers she started her
San motareycle riding wwhool

Tooohing riding wae not & new vanture for
Theresa, she was alrsady something of an expert.
In 1970 she published y book ‘Esy Motarcycls
Riding and in the following vesr sha made
sevaral telavison appearances on the ‘Gary Maore
Show' in which she talked abaul the need for
young riders 1o 1ake a course of proper nstfLel-
ian two wheels. The book is a wry comprenen
sive introduction 10 riding and is especiady 1o be
praised as most of the illustrations m it shawn
women ridees, which is rather unusual, Her book
has been 3 great wucses and @ naw reprinted for
the fourth time. When Themss's Riding Academy
opened nothing like it had been seen betore n
the Sintes, Students coma from all over the
country. The studanis’ riding record 15 Therssa's
grautezation, many of them wite (0 el of
their 5 ligure milage records, and sull na
problems, They are the ones who prove her work,

Befacre closing this peace on Theresa | want
to repeat the very well known story of how she
achiowed hor Brooklards Gold Star in 1839,
|For the unenbightened let me first explain what
this 1. A Gold Star wes eweded 10 any ridar
who managed to fap the Brooklands track at over
100mph). In his biography Francis Beart, the
ace Norion tuner, recalls how ors duy Theresa
wakec into his workshop at Brooklands and
asked if she coudd borrow fus 348cc Internationsl
Narton for the next weekend's British Motor-
cycle Racing Club (BEMSEE) mesting. Franciy
told her it would cost a fiver! She hada't one,
but rerarned later, having barrowed the manoy,
Vinhen the doy came it weas pouring with rain bat
her tap was timed st 101.64mph! This greatly
onnoyed Johnny Lockett (Beart's top ccderl
who had never monagec to get the machine into
a three Hgure lap! Theresa’y infact was one of the
last Gold Stars 10 ba awarced before Brooklands
was closed down by the War. Arourd this time
Theresa was o regular attender a1 Brooklands
along with har friends in the London Ladies
Motarcycle Club in which she was 2 keen and
active member,

Toddny Theessn v fully occoupiod with bar
figing school and has had to drop the position
of WIMA's International Vice Captain, 3 post
which Louiss has yet to fill However Theresa
has by m means hung w her helmet she still
makes oocasional 1ours on her Honds S00/4 or
uses one of her 100cc Kowamaki "trainer’ bikes
for Jocal trips. She lives in Desutiful Arizons,
on the doorstep of the Grundd Canyon, She tells
me the only way 10 DENsrats inte the memparts
of the Grand Caayon is by mulg! 50 one line day
Theress hired such a bosst, called Tamio’ and
rode the vertical mile down a 3 foor lede 10
the Colomado river! At th: moment (when not
working i bar riding school) Therea is writing
& book moout her many adventures, Hurry up
Theress we can’t walt.
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CELIA WALTON

Cellia joined WIMA in 1974, sadly she only
remained 3 member lor thres years but | sull
feol that the should be included in thit tection s
she was then, and iz still, such a kéen ard active
matorcyclist. | asiso hoped that perhags 3
mantion in hers would persuade Ceka to reoin
Celia’s main interest in this fiskd = 35 the driver
of o vintage racing outfit In Both road races and
grass track racing. She has 2iso taken part in trish
and long destance club tria's as both & rider snd &
pillion possenger, She i3 ealvo sctive in the
organisation side of competitions. Evary year she
and her bhusband sct a8 officals and route
markers ia the Welsh Two Day Trial and ghe is o
the committee of the Oxford Section of the
Vintage Motor Cycle Club. In 1979, because she
wis ussbile 10 wko port, Colls actod 3¢ assstant
secretary for the Banbury Run,

Ce®a blames her husband, Simom, for mtro-
ducing hee to motoreyeling. Vary aarly in their
relationship Skmon gave Celia 10 understand that
ha was not gving up riding or Vintage racing on
hes account, Maekly Colia gawe in. Soon she was
riding in the sdecar of a trials outfit in long
distance iak and on holidoys. This swe of
sffairs lasted about waghtesn monaths until Celia
put hir foat down and demanded that Simon
wech her how 1 fde, Before htr riding lossons
started Simon wry patigntly explained to her
how an enging warked, how to start it and what
the advence/retard lever wes ol about etc. From
this you will gather that Celia’s first bike was not
rew, 1T was a 1951 Nocton B00T trishs with
siduce, To aid swbility they put 3 hundred-
weight of cast iran in the char and Celia st off,
Four months [aer she passed hee (o, S5 with
the cast lron in the sdecar.

Colia was concernad that Vintage rand racing
and grass track wemn rather low on outfits 10 she
ucicd 1o anter just 10 Till out the class | Unfor-
tunately an aperatian sarly in the year prauented
her starting ot the begnning of the season snd it
von N0 uniit July 1974 that she rody in e first
arass track race. Much to her mtonishment she
céme second in the hardicap! Only one yesr
atter passing hes test, She anjoyed the experience
enormously and ever since then grass (rack has
peen her first love. But as thees are only & Hmited
number of events it ssemed 3illy not to have & g0
at road racing 100.

Early in 1975 Calis borrowed & pre-war 500:c
Triumph and sidecar fram Mike snd Barbra
Coombes and entersd her first Vintage road race,
Mer passenger was Ror Parker, who had done
some passengering in modern rasing outfits and
sven hos 3 couple of T.T. Raeplicas at home. An
ithedl PESanZIr 10 STarT out with, In practice he
was able 10 give Celia a geeat deal of adwice.
Her debut on tarmac did not go 25 well as on the
grass, They had a “Uttle bother” with the geerbiox.
Roger was fascinated by the gearbox maving
back and farth and ot one pont they came flying
up 1w 2 hairpin in top! Cella changed dewn to
third, nothing, down o sscond, stifl nothing and
finally into bottom, Here she found somathing.
Thoy zigzagged widely in and out of tha bard,
Roger ia tears ©f Lughter at her frightened
antér. Luckily nothing e%e was in the way and
she returned to the paddock rather chasmened.

Simon was slec rasing & Vintage outfit and
won after this they found thatr carting two
machines around tha couatry with a Morrs van
ard trailer was 100 much w0 Simon rereed fora
while, a1 least from road facing, For most of har
racing Celig wses @ 1935 Al she merely changes
the tyres for grass track events. But one day she
hodd a spacial trast and rode Simon's special grass
track outfit, In thet year she vwas runcer op in
the Vintage Motorcycle Club Chamgionships,

When not tsking part in comgetitions Celia
oiso enjoys foreign touring, In 1974 she and
Samon had a rather memorsble trip to Ialy 10
watch the Internatioral Six Days Trial, Their
transport was a3 1966 Triumph/BSA triale outfin,
Two hours off the Lost thay were ucdenly
without compegstion! Luckily a Fremch rider
stopped and was able to take Celis 10 8 Triumph
desler who had the recassary spares! He came
s collicted (he Gike, gavw It 8 10pend averhaul
and found the couple somewhere to stay foe the
night. Calia says shs will naver forget crossing the
Alps in 8 trials autfit In ltaly they had o greot
time, Ths bike sttrected a grest deal of atenticn
even the police waved them through romi
junctions whanevor they saw them, The trip wos
made sasier by the fact that they could Both
dowve. This meant that they could take it in tums
1o haee a dore in the chair

Back in England racing continusd, Calia still
e P Arigl, By now there were 1hree lady
sidecar deivees racing in the Vintags Club and two
lady passengers. By 1977 Colis felt that she was
roslly starting to rile wall, Then one June alter.
noon at Cacwell Park she went fast around Park



Carner only 1o fnd enother outlit sideways
across the track, She says shg doesn't rememibeat
a thirg abowut the accident which foliowsd & the
outtit londed on ber head. Her passenger, Pater
Alcack, suddenly tound he could fly. This
inaident put Celia n haspital 1or-a whike, Bul she
wis baok on the teack a 1978

The Ariel, though nat much damaged, was
revred in Tavour of @ 1932 Rudge which Cebe
had had tor a couple of yvaars. Bath machines
reeded about the samo amount of work doing on
themn but they 1hought that she Rudge would be
quickss a5 1t runs on methanal, Alas she had a lot
of trouble with the Rudge but managed one or
WO really guod recxs

Celia’s nding 15 not conlined ta racing she has
alio txken part in saveral long distance trials, In
1876 =ho rode her 1054 500cc Gold St
Scrambler. = the Edinburgh Trial, Thus trial
starts at Comntry and ends at Buxion, In 1979
gho intended tn entar tha Exater Trial wath
Barbara Coombes ang Merril Bolwon. They had
formed a4 team and calied thempsives “Rosas
Amoag Thormy'. Sodly the event was 'snowvesd
off’, The team wis also entersd for the Lands
Eodd Tral but by shen the gocioes hed advised
Calia that ol c0ad ridng was out, 5o she bad 10
content harialf with watching the other twa in
notion

Although happiest o the driver’s seat, Celes
his done her shave of passengering too. In 1978
the ardd Mike Coombsms decuded 10 have » 30 at
the Welsh Two Déy Trial, Calla and Simon bad
been heipers gt tha event toc o numbes Of yeursy
and. Calia hind long bean yeaming to bave 3 go
Unfortunarely Simon's back was ot atrong
enough 30 Cedla tried 5o convert Miks (o the xles,
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They sequired ¢ 4000 Kawssak: Moto Cross
maching wath 3 Viasp sidecar, It was so light that
Celia and Mike could easdy pick It up betwsen
tham, As & Iryout they antered an snduro svent
nitar Ludicow, the Burringtos Growel, It vas very
1owgh, and narrow foe chairs bat Sfowly they got
the kasck of it and werd astonished 1o find they
had won the under 650cc Swdecar class! | wish
| could repoit the same about the Welsh, Sxdly
they &d not fmunese 10 finish. They had 10
Wmlire late on the second day wath a cracked
ghutch cming. Celio v alaa rathet battered and
oruised & the chan hed overntumed at speed

Celia Teely than this sort aof event is really not
far har 33 her ayus sre vary weak and woaring
Fisses Of contact ases i extmmely uncomfort-
ia N DOULING fain anE CONstant mixd.

Culia s now in emporary telirdimant & win
1979 she decidex! 10 bscome & mother and the
JOCIOrs Acvised har 10 e up racng 1or & while
She stil ricles 5 bike o0 tha rosd thoogh and
caused & fewe eyslirows 10 Da raised. when she
wrned. up 8t The aolg-netal ciniz on her 500
Gold Star Scramble:! The Redge, howawer, Is
il working hatd as Simon has decided 1o come
out of reteerment 1O kexp Celia's passenger, now
Pater John, G and happy,

Sull, as Celia says, there woll be other years.
She hope: 10 be beck reciog agein in 1980 ¢
well a8 entaring some more long distance svents.
N2 all hope s0 too Celaa,

Calia Waiton, Pattanger Pater John 1935 500
Ariel Red Huntsr Matlory Park (Ths Hairgin)
1577.



SHEILA WHITTINGHAM

To mast of you Sheila will need no introduction
ar she wein onco Captain of the Britigh Division
trom March 1973 10 Decamber 1875, During
those Tew years she sarwd the Association well,
in fact the mumbership thought e much of her
that in 1976 she was voted Member of The Year
for &l her hasd work gnd effort on e Clud's
bahf,

Shail o5 xeen ally goee, likes contnaental
touring, has snivrsd some Trids and hill climds as
both passenger and ridér, but 8t the momsnt har
masn love i 1rail riding,

For Shuily motarcycling stwr ted whan she was
& baby bundled up s & blanke! in bhet Father's
sidecar, She wan carned off to lotad scrambles
with her leng suffering mothar, When she was
#out fim obd 1he family regularly atienced
the Belle Vue Speadway on Saturday nights and
wrambles s1e. on Sunday. This was tha partern
for many years.

When she wos eleven her Father  started
teaching In the newly farmed Rochdale Training
Scheme and he 1aught Sheily to ride on & Bantam
belonging to 1the Scheme, Hiy ides way 1o give the
newe tranees confidence by showing them that
aven a child could fearn 10 ridel 1y Tollowed thgy
whan Skailn wae sixteon the took o course an the
Training Scheme and got her first rosd bike. This
was 8 punger Bantam and cost the wast sum of
£2.10s,

Cne motnng during 1967 8 workmate
brought Sheild 4 copy of “She' magezne
containing 3 letter from, the then Captain,
Maureen Willis. Sheils hsd nevss before hesrd
Of VIMA snd weas s impressec with (he lutier
that she immediately wrote off to Maureen
for 1 membership form, she joinsd WIMA st the
end of 1967, Moureen’s fist leteer to Shells
was very friandly and Sheila felt she had joined a
happy ciub. The membership fee at that time was
14/ (70p! and for this members received a WINA,
News edited In America ewery quarter, and a
birmonthly news sheet. Metal and cloth badges
were olso awvnifzble, ard WIMA headed notepaper
at a peney 2 sheet,

In Jurne 1970 Mauresn inwred Sheila 10 meet
some motargycling friands of hars, and that was
how Sheila met Eddie. He bacame her hushend
wome months  Ltee,  Sheila's  mowecycling
activities carried on much the same ax Hefoes.

in 1973 Maureen asked Shesla of she would
toke over the post of Captan. Sheils was both
surprised and flattered. Moureen had  been
Captain of the Division for over nine years and
latterly had not besn in good besl th, She felt thay
someone younper with different ideas mipht be
good for the Association. At this time WIMA had
oaly fifty members amsd no Commitiee, 3a Sheila
rather hasitantingly sgreed to give it & try with
Brends Alderson as Assistant Csptain and US.
Mogazine distrbutor, se she had been undar
Maursen.

Shoila's first 1ask, with encoursgement from
Maursen, was 1o trantfarm the News Sheet into
2 monthly publicstion. Thit was becoming in-

crasingty necesary &  the Americon News
wan't caming through sa regularly at this time.
Eddie’s fathar focund an old spint duplicater at
work and 30 the WIMA News was horn, At that
tima the Captain did everything, badges, membear-
shp, rallees, mogazine, the ot Whik there ware
only tdty members this was fine. Rut thinge did
not stay that way for long ‘Bike' magazing
pubbshed 8 pubbeily @uckh on WIMA and as a
result of this Sheily recaned over & hundred
letters in One week! and ended up with 250
members, Many of thase, howeser, did o rejoin,

Another mspect of the job 3000 Décame chear
10 Sheila, As wall as beng Captain she had to be
» Murjorie Proops ws well! She well remembern
= distrsught mum  ringing her bacause her
daughsr had left home, Dd Shaila know where
she was? Later an egually distraught husband
crying down the wlephone becaus his wite had
lefr himy, Sheila says she'll never forget thess

In 1975 it became apparant to Sheila tha
she could no longer contirue as Captain. Edde
had started his own business eostoring Vintage
bikes end Sheila had to contend with the paper
work for this, running WIMA gnd ooking after
an increatingly Ively toddier, Claarly somathing
had to go. S0 the position of Captain went 10
Brends who carredd on brawmity for thiee mantha,
The day was finally saved by Ann Gak who 100k
owver, with Jesn Cox acting 3¢ Bodos Secratary,
Sheila continued to print the monthly Naws-
latter, From this WIMA rapidly devecpsd in 10
the thriving Association that it is 1eday

In the sixtoen yoars that Sheila haz buen
riding she's had various interssts, Touring, ralling,
at home ang abiroad, ng in 3 trals out.
fir, bill ctimine and what Sheils deccribes a an onf
off relationship with trials, Sheila's son, Dowg, s
POoW 3ix yesrs oid and enjoys rdding pellion with
Mum. Sheila hopes that they will reméin § motoe-
cyding family for many yeirs 10 come, So do we
wit

ROSEMARY WILKINSON

Rosemary is 1o 3anger & membar of WIMA and |
huve beun unsbile 10 Tind out why she deft us and
have decided 10 include her in this section as she
has donw 30 mixch 1o represent women in the
findd of matercycle spovt, | also hope that she
might want to reyoin WIMA

Aosemary < arobably best known 1o you &
tha driver of 2 Vintage racing outfit. She is also
an averyday rider and used to cause quite a stit
when she 100k her two chilkdren to schoal in her
1000cc Brough Superior sidecar outfit!



Hosemory  starfed  reding when  sthe got
married: her hushand Pete, had seveead bikes and
tasght her 10 ride, She passed her M1 on @
Norten with a sideca and since then she has
always praferred outfits. In the aighteen yasrs
she's been riding she has used her machines for
shopping, travelling to work and for holidays.
For tha latter g usually drives the outfit with the
fuggoge and ot lexst one of her children. Pete
DOCOMPANIas them on 3 olo with the other child.
Both children are giris and are keen passengers.
Hosemary's other machines have included a 1939
500ce BSA, 1946 500ce Narton, 1952 Viecont,
1866 Triumph, 1856 Velocette and, her only
new machine, a Ural §20cc,

Her lavourite bike s the 1935 Bouwgh
Supenior on which she had done thousands of
miles both on and off the track, It has plenty of
powws at all timas, is vary reliabke, easy o drive
ond, a3t 50mpg. economical to run. The only
prablem that Rosemary adnits 1o s the brakes!
They dan’t seem to be adeguate 100 the powsr.
But, as she says, this makes for better driving
soll a8 ane had 10 think further absad! Rathes
vou than me Rommary!

Rosemary was also introduced 10 racing by
het hushiond. Poto had beon recirg for some time
and thay nesded 3 van 1o carry his outlit 10 1he
courses, So he sold Aosemary’s Ural and bought
har a van, whieh shis had 16 lasrn 10 diive, Having
nothing o ride Rosamary got rgthee boead and
thought she'd like 0 have 2 §o on the Dack her-
seff, The chaapest way 10 0o This was 10 usa the
Brough, They borrowed a racng platform from
Titch Allen (Founder af the Vintage Mosor Cyde
Club), a2nd ske was ready,

Hosemary’s passenger for that season was an
oxporianced driver who wos having & year’s rest
ardd be was able to help and advise Rosemary a
grest deal. Mosomary's first raoe was at Mallory
Park and all want fairly wetl until she broke a
valve and the poor Brough duod three l2ps on one
cydinder  until it sexed, Further moeetings
followsed At Cadwell Peack and Rossmary waos sur-
prsed to find she was rot tinishing lst, The
Brough wos fast enocugh but the brakes wene a
ros problem, fading badly s two laps and
making life too exoting.

At the end of the season Rosemary had o resl
tatte for racing and decided she wanted » better
Dika, Pate bailt har & 1939 50000 Velocette with
» highty 1wned sngine and o propor light waight
sidecar, exactly hike his own. Next she had 10
look around for 3 passenger a3 the previous ane,
Rager, had taken to riding again. This vacancy
wis not easy 10 fill and Rosemary was in despair.
Tren she Iward thal Wendy Afschin, the girl
friend of & Vintage racer was keen to have 2 go
a1 passengering, but she hat only sver ridden asa
pillion on a solc motorcyche. The two girty mee,
gat an wall 1oother and decided to tsam up.

The season startad with s practice st Sidver-
stone in bitter cold and il etz of advice and
mnsults were offérad by the others in the Vintage
sidecar gang, Wandy 100k 10 sidecars straight
Awary and thay managed to pass 3 1838 BMW our.
fit, driven by an experienced rider, he was not

smused! Macing yarsed agamn uz Mallary and the
girks finished 11th in both raois. Varous avants
toltowed, mainly & Cadwail, the best they
managed war fowrth plocn, All this time Fote was
blowing wp engires snd gearboxes and most of
the time Hosemary was beating him,

Hossmary tac had ber tha of michaps, At
one Vintage Club maeting at Cadwell the weather
was very wet and conditions very slippery, For
onco Pete wax winning and Rosamary was in
fourth place, with 8 9004 chance of being thard.
She trieg 10 oulbrake a Morgan throe whesler
inta the hairpen — disasosr. The bike aquaplaned
and they went siraght into a citch! Damage
incluted & broken wrist, rs and a cut chin far
Apsemary, bruising tor Wendy ancd broken forks
on the bike, The two giris healed well, but the
forky wers impooaibie 10 replace and they had
to use some from g 1225 Brough, 2

Many mestings were missed  while  they
hoaled, but evantually thay wero fit tor Brands
Hatch. Rosemary was wnable 10 go wvery fast s
her wirist was Wil sehing but she enjoyed the
raoe. Again beating Pete, he blow up agan!
Caowed Park finished the ssason. Again the pirk
had a steady ride sad collectsd 17th and 12th
place on Saturday and dth and Sth on Sunday.

Bosemary contingss 10 enjoy hes racing and
keeps it In the Winmre by playing squash, The
Brough 15 still on the rond and is wsed for touring
and holadays.

MAUREEN WILLIS

Maureen neecls rother s specisl mantion here as
ha i3 olly the lady who wee rueporaibla for

trng the British Division of WIMA an its feat,
;Ivvo' you wil know Maween as sha was
Captain of our Divison from Apel T 1865 10
March 1973. She it still 8 keen and active
mamber of the Association, her bike "Ladybird”
(a beastifully disguised 400/4 Hondal s a
familiar sight on tha WINA Rally fisid.

Msurson’s imtarest  in molorcyeiss started
many moont 820 when the boy next door
purchasad 8 1031 KTT Velecatne, 11 was lave at
first sight, The bike, not the boy, Maurcaen spont
much of her frée time hanging scound his garage
whers the boy was oftan bisy Taking the machine
spart or putting it hack agethar again. Soon
Maureen was handing spanners to him and
warning 3 little aDou1 how a motorcycle worked,
Later when it wune on the road the was allowed 10
nde pillion. Soon she found hersall gaing arcund
with & group Of riderns,

Hear first sttemprs st riding came & & surprise
10 swveryors, One day, whan sha and her friends
were Gut in the country, the boys maede the
mistake ol lesving Maurgen 10 'guard’ the bikes.



A 260co BSA rack her fancy, she looked or i1,
next she sat on it. In oaly & mater of minutes
she had started i1, put it in gear and let out the
dutch. She hod no das how to stop the boast so
she just chugged slong slowdy, wry pleased with
herself. It wasn't long befare the nhoys returned
ond roarod afsar her, Thay pulled alongside her
and told ker how 1o stop the bike, Finally she
wis dragged off o1 by the rather turous owner,
Howswar thiz incident made the boye change
their sttstude towards Maween ard before long
ihe wis @lawed 1o ride the BSA along auiet
country rasds. Alter this hor family left the seea
and Maureen had no more contact with motor-
cycas,

Yaars later, atter she wos married, sha and har
nushand, Aon, who had owned bikes before,
decded to go Deck 1o Lwo whaeels. They bought &
Trivemph Teger Cub. This was the start of many
hapoy matorcycling years. Maureen learnt to
nge, propaely this Gime, on an RACJ/ACU
course, After this the passed her test easily.

Mer first bike wis 8 BSA Bantam. Somehow
Magreey nevel really gotr on with that bike, She
feets that she never really Likad twostrakes, She
then got & Trivmrph Tiger Cub, On this bike she
covered many happy  meles attending the first
Dragon Rally ard going on wamping holidays,
Then Ron decwded 19 trade the Cub in for &
Notton Deensaator and Maureen took an hiy
Trumph Z1. callad Heather, It was on this bike
that Maursan had some brushes with The Law.
On the Test occasion a pollceman stopped har
and asced her why she dudn't sertle down and
roise & family like 'normal’ women! On the
sscored ogzaion Madreen wos astounded whon
the officer aid 10 her, V| just wanted to tell
vou what 4 good riddr you are, better than maos)
of the local lehy, * From thar day 1o this Maursen
has taken a keen interest in road safety and hes
beey most succesiful in Road Sofety Ralies

It wos after the acquisation of the Triumph
that Maursen first heard of WIMA. Fomale
maotoreyelists ware unesial ound 1960 and
Mauresn foumd her nome appeaning in syveral
papers. This peedussd a letrer from Brends
Alderson  teling her about the Associstion,
Masresns  joined ond started writing to bath
Srends and Louise, Nat lang after she was asked
10 become Captain of the British Division, Her
Tirst task wos to got the books and funds from
the peavious Captain, This weas no easy 1ask, |n
tact Maureen hod 1o résort 10 sobcitors’ letters
noefore the information arrivwed

Maurcen reslised that sone of tha members
would be wery Keen 10 keep up membecship,
hawing paid their monay and neard mothing. So
the firgt thing she did mas 10 wrte mdividually
10 3il the names in the baok #nd offes them each
» e mambership for ane yasr. A few yaars latar
she got hald of asperit duplicator and aroduced a
smsll rewsietter sach month, sdding a personal
note e each momber tefore she sent them aft
One O=tober she took over her parents” small
guest house and organis=d her tirst WIMA
mwating, About twelve membert anvd  friends
turned up, This sad 1o the Annual WIMA Rally,

Gradually more members joined and started 0
pay fees. In this way WIMA stared to become
well known and Lo grow.

From Mawrean's pont of view runaing WIMA
vacamre increasingty difficult.

Mauresn also msda graat effarts 1o keep
WiIMA  Inwrnatonal, she coreeponds  with
Garmen Captain  Ellen  Pleilfer amdd Swadish
Captain  Broavinger  Peterrsen and Dacame a
ruguber  attender at the Contimenial Divsion
Raltigs, Abaut this time Mauresn slippad & disc
and found the Trismph rather & handtul, She
nosded & maching wath an eloctric start sa boought
# 450cc Honoa Dragon Mark |, This sk called
‘Puft’ ithe magic dragon). On Puff sha toured
much ot this country and Europs. attending
many ralbes abroad including the Lion, Chamois,
and the Shamrock In Ledand, Onk year, in an old
sicecar outht with Ran, she mansgad 1o atend a
vory told snowy Elsphant  Hally i Germany.

Maureen's health declined gnd wath WIMA'S
ovmbarship  srowing e was  finding it
increasingly hard to cope with ruamning 1he
Assocat:on, The 10D wos passed on 1o Ann Gaky,
under whose leodorship WIMA has gone 10 #wn
greater strangth,

AMaursen has by no mesns Jost toech with the
Awacintion. She remaing & kean and active
member. She usually organisss a1 least one avent
a year and at the AGAM, in 1278 found Psgrsml!
slected onto the Committes s Agistant Captain,

Thank vou Maureen for putting WIMA oo 1he
mep in England. Ve hope you have many mane
heppy years with us

TRISHA YEAGER (US.A)

Those of you who warly reac ‘Motargyele
Wisekly' will have heard of Trisha, Her ciam 10
motocoysling fame camoe through weiting & book
aimec ot women matoreyclsts and having the
unusuad title “"How To Look Sexy With Bugs In
Your Teeth, (A  Motorcycling Masual for
Womsn)". The book cantains mach useful infor.
mation on sech 1opics as choosing your first bike,
motoreycla clothing, hints and tipe far off coad
riding and even an account of dessrt racing, 2
sport in which Trisha has tsken part.

Trizha is & membor of the American Dvision
of WIMA, but not content with this she decided
to form har own womens’ motorcycle club,
TAWDA. the Intornational Auneciation of Women
In Maotoreycling. All the very best af luck Trisha,



ELAINE YOUNG (ISLE OF MAN)

Elnne’s name probebly rings o bell as being the
organiser of WIMA maenngs in the Isle of Man
during T.7. week. My attention was drawn to
Elane when | mad thit she was voted ‘Memnber
nf the Year' in 1976, Thie title wae svaecind 1o
Elmne for the wark she had dose foe WINA in
1 lsland, For many years she was the lsbnd's
only member. Hut evwentizally she managed o
buikt up 4 #nall oup o anthisiasts wha hold
IRQUIAT MEeRTings apart fram the annusl gatherings
T, Weak,

Elaine learnt to ride a motorcycle when she
wos sixtesn, on her birthday in fact, an an Alpine
Puch Sccoter. Later, in the same year, she was
given a 128cc Toandon by her boyfriend, who
later becama her husband, Soon Eline becamne
an active member of the Vintage Motor Cycle
Club and wanted to be able to compets in evwenty
with them so when she was seventesn she bought
a 1836 350cc Mac Velooette. She became very
attached to this machins and when she finally
had to part with it she replaced i1 wath another,
exactly the ame madel, but in much better con-
dition. On this maching she won 3 fuel con-
sum@tion test by achioving 83.7 miles per gation!
Her interest in Vinmage bikesz continued and the
Velo wes lter s0ld 10 buy o 1833 EO0OGcc
Sunbiam, This was the 'Lwoa' model with hand
gear change. Althaugh Elaine had great fur with
the bike she felr she needed sompthing more
comfartable that would accommadate her long
legs betrter, on tha Sunbeam she always feit that
hir kne were 1ouching the ground! So the
Sunbeaam went and 3 350cc ESA joined the
household, Elane’s confidence an 1his bixke was
10 grant that cha ook 10 ciding it on the rough!

A faw yaars ago (in 1976} Elaine ceveloped
ihw urge 10 awn @ mader motorcycke and
teciclef on & Triumph To get the bike of har
draams she sold ker 1938 Austin 7, a lovely
model with & sunshine roof, and put the money
tovsards 3 brand new 750cc Triumph Bonngdlle,
This beast is still her pride and jay.

Elaine cannot remember whes she Tist oined
WIMA, cnly that she has bean & mamber for 'a
number af years'. She was introduced to the
Agodcation by Rosemery  Wilkinson  and
Christine Gagg who were at the Vintags Motor
Cycle Club’s Mally one T.T, Wesk when Etaing
was competing on her Velocetts,

Through WIMA Elzine bas made many friendy
path on the Island, an the mainkenc and on the
Continent, althcugh she is only le 10 mest
mast of them once & year she is able to keep in
1ouch with all the sctwvities throwgh the News:
Intter.

The Isle of Man

MOTORCYCLIST'S MECCA



