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Dedicated to Mademoiselle Alice Boissonnet. Published by Hamelle, 1881; Second collection, no. 7. First

Op. 23, no. 1.
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performance, Société nationale de musique,
Les berceaux The cradles

All along the pier the big ships

That the surge sways in silence

Pay no attention to the cradles
That the hands of women rock.

Le long du quai, les grands vaisseaux,
Que la houle incline en silence,

Ne prennent pas garde aux berceaux,
Que la main des femmes balance.

But the day of farewells will come,
For it is necessary that women weep,
And that curious men

Brave the horizons that lure them!

Mais viendra le jour des adieux,

Car il faut que les femmes pleurent,
Et que les hommes curieux,
Tentent les horizons qui leurrent!

And on that day the big ships,
Fleeing the shrinking port,
Feel their bulk held back

By the soul of the Sfar-off cradles.

Et ce jour-la les grands vaisseaux,
Fuyant le port qui diminue,
Sentent leur masse retenue
Par '"ame des lointains berceaux.
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